A VISIT TO BRINDABAN 


‘Du. T. C. Das Gerra, 3ta, ги. 





і 
"IP 





^ VISIT TO BRINDABAN 


Du. Tamoxasnens rr^, M.A., Pu. D. E * 
deste Dat 


Poet Grate 
JUST on the eve of the rojas last yose I started for Drindaban 
with à party of nine students belonging to the Sisth Year Indian 
Vernacolara Department of the Calcutta University e/a Benares and 
Agra. The object of the p of an 
ex vrsion with some enquiries in connection with the Vaisnava. period 
of the Medisoval Bengali literature and 1 spared no paias to utilise the 
brief poriod of twelve days at my disposal for рои pote. 

We broke journey at Bensres ов our way to. Drindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. 1 may mention, 
in this conne-tion. the temples of Viewanath and Annapurna, the 

versity, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
siruck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
vontrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time 1 
A happened to Pori-Bhubaneswar locality with a batch of students 

belonging to the Todian Verna ulare Department just as this year T 
visited Benares, Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 
and preservo asrooiations of Puddhism and Jainiam which to som. 
subverted or influenced the Hinds cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswi 
Mad to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares he had a similar rival in Baddba himself in the neighbouring 
йн» of Mrigadava later on knows ая Sarnath. ‘This place was 


sence tae his first preaching centre, In spite of 
[И е in Sastre achieve any appreciable success, 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration Hence, Henares 
beonme a great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. This happened 
to such an extent that the Bengali eradnolly began to sottle at 
Benarew in large numbers and in course of time made the 
An Adjunct of Bengal. Under th 
iternturo of Benga! hus very little to do with the traditions of the 
god of Benares, though the Anpadsmangal of Bharat Chandra bas 
many references to the гой and the place. As regards Sarnath the 

tupa and the excavations around, inflamed the iimagin tion 

nts and made them think of the past greatness of Той 

however, е recent architecture nı 
Paintings of Mol : ) belonging. 
to в certain Ceylonese organisation. The frewo-paintings here were 
execated by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Nashu. Those soomod 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese Schoo! is at all happy— 
ie for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, Thore, 
we passed two days in sightseeing. The fina Moghul architecture and 
sculpture ax represented in the Tajmabal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Trimadid-davtiab ad Fatebpor-Sikri overwhelmed vs. We also ad 
mired the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with oor 
Ileratare still their cultural value i» immense. The beautiful queen. 
of the Mausoleaine, the Taj, created an impression in our minde 
never to be forgotten. ‘The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Atimadad-daullab, а» ite name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud-- 
daullsh (Nurjahan's father) and of bis family. All these fine buildings 
эге splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. Аз Sikri the Moghul 
arti» relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindo and Ch nese 
arts, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known a» the Buland- 
Durwaza with buge flights of stairs cannot escape one's notice. The 
grand buildings at Agra overlooking the Taj contain many reminir« 
‘cences of Sabsjaban snd e The buildings as described in. 
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described in our Bengali 
Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
wt in the construction of towns and buildin; ^ natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Islamic rule in 
Bengal, 

Wo left Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. Tho whole ji (rom Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of ocensional stoppages wax oxtrsmely tiresome, However, we reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly six days, 
and we finished our work as mw ж possible with baste within this. 
short. tím On reaching the destination. our dream wı what 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna. "The present 
Brindaban ix a small town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 

"The town once stood on the very bank of the 
Vortoise-infested Jamuna but now the receded considerably. 
from the town leaving о! tersening 

Brindaban possesses son relicw and associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the V; 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vai 

Regarding the topography of the place wi ld make it ob 
that the present towa of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamondal which ix about 84 crores in ciroumference, The locality 
was under the Kings of Muthuramandal, Madhuban or Sorasena 
country as it, mains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Mudthaban became famous in the Ramayana story ns the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently a nou-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and Killed by Rama's youngest broth: 
forth ruled the land for a long time, Most of the buildings of the 

town of Brindaban are hardly two hundred and fifty years old 
formae namo was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
han ite present buildings and the town began to grow 

jatana Govwatmî who belonged to the middle of the 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by mde in Gokul. One of thom 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Бесе Krishna) and the other was 
mbhanu (father of Sree Radha). Nanda 
As Mahaban while Brikabhanu's place was known as Raul where Radha 
мах bore. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishi bis e 
when stolen from the palace of Ki king of Mathura, fou 
in within so short a distance from Math 
river Jamuna intervening. So, be 
himself at а place called alu 
milos from Мага. е settled 
Brikabbanu's new placo 
» and Barshio are within 
Brajamandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the J: та and therefore on The Di lat (it, 
Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with porte with Radha on a 
bot, is about 19 miles to the west of the town of Urindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its east aad in this locality i» situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-glat on the Jamuna and the Gubar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town. ‘The whole 
region of Brajacaindal, as wa were told, is full of pasture. lands, and 
some parte of it, a» seen by us, corroborate this fact. 

Tt in very difficult to reconcile the differeot theories ceganding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal, Some scholars would 
way that the river originally flowed between Ше towas of Beindabaa 
and Mathura and now both occupy the «ame bank owing (о the Jamuna 
changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
or corroborate it although there ace some signs of erosion aod slight 
ehunzes in the course of the river, Some would resont even the very 

= name of Radha as fictitious and of later jotroduction while our whole 
‘Vaianava lyrical literature dopende on bor existence not only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate ** parakiys "" amours of Radha-Keshna, 
Even admitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Beindaban will never agree to her carrying milk-pail to Mathura as she 
was a princess and ber father was supposed to have boon more power- 
ful tham Naods. IC at all she carried the miliepait and met Stoo 

‘the Dan.ghat. it was at a place far removed from ] 
o án and Dao-ghat. If wo. 
milk. by the Gopir of 
stand te 
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suggestion. Then als» falls through the con*equent amours of Radlıa- 

Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet thi uation, the Bengali Vaisnavas 

f of Brindaban would invent a myth,—that it was done sopernaturally, 

and thereby the distance was covered. A parallolism js drawn with 

the opening and closing of petals ofa lotes. The closing of pet 

means shortening the distance and opening up means its lengthening. 

All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 

Krishna. What comment should we make on t| 

The whole topography ef the place 

support the armours of Radha and Krishna on U 

place the whole scene in Gokula which, as I have alteady snid, lies to the 

east of. Mathura on the other bank of the Jı ina aout four m 

Accordi to the legend Nan la deserted Mahaba Gokula and went 

folive in Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Bekabhing when 

Krishna was only a baby. Por a more baby to have taken part in the 

sports desaribed by Boa gli У, nava poete ma impossibility, 

Bosides, wo know Аксага, the messenger of king Караа, invited ond 

took with him Kewhna anl Balaram fron Naolagram and not feom 

Muhaban to Mathura to attend the * Disnury jas ' of Kampsa who was 

ultimately killed by Sree Krishn: the tum» Akcura visited Nanda- 

gram in Brajamaalal Krishna was making love to Radhs and other 

J Qapis an) performing vations feats ta astonish his brother cuwbuy, 

а. Bo the whole sceno of the Krishoa legend lo connection with bis Liv 

making to Radha requires to be placed in Brajamandal and vot in 

Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the he'p 

of divine dispensation. To account for things, ix it reasonable to dis- 

mise all the local identifivation of places and fipd out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radia-Krishna legend ? 

The basis of our own lyrical Literature wholly depends on tbe 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radha aod Krishna by the sido 
of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an] Naukakbanda of Sree-Krishna-Kictan attributed to 
oue Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 

^ connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Brindaban, as it stands today, owes its origin to 
“the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Veisnava sainte known 
as the Vaisnava Gowwamis. How Sanatana built his first temple 
of Madanmoban with the help of a merchant is а story eveo now. 
Sues ipe at Brindaban. After this temple many others 
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followed, tbe chief of which are thow of Govindaji and Gopinath. 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other templos. Among 
the temple of Bethji, the temples of 
Radbaballay, Radharaman, 
Tarash temple, Lala Habu's temple, 
Asam, Adwaita-bat, Bringar-bat, Tentol-tala, 
Jamuna Polio, Kaliya Daman, Ih Kunde, Nidhuban and 
Nikunjabao, deserve special notice. he above, Madanmohan as we 
have sald was installed by Б. ıa Goswami. In this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and bis followers are found, Unfortanately, the 
original images of Madanmohan and Madbarani are not to be found ая 
they were long эро taken away by the Raja of Karauli. The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madho Р, sociated with the family 
of Nityananda isan important one. The temple of Ciovindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association. It i» a remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. The temple of Radharamen 
has associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami, of Gokula- 
manda pomonsés the memory of Lokenath. 
tions with Nityananda, “Adwaita-bat of Adwaita and “Tentul tala’ 
(Tamariod treo shade) of | baitanya Dev. Under the shade of thin 
Jatter treo Chaitanya Dev used to sit during his brief visit to Drindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishwa and the place was once sitooted overs 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Radha-Damodar bears remit 
conces of Jib Goswami; the Baokabehori temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the ftadbabaliav temple of the Bul sect also deserve mention, 
Tho images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family ato 
remarkable for their beauty, It may be mentioned bere that alinost 
АЙ the images in various temples are remarkably handsome, Tbe two 
templos of Babaji and Sethjt and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the grandest ia Brindabau. This temple of Sethji in a very ûne 
specimen of Hindu tewple-building. Ite type is Bouth-Iodian and tho 
Soutb-Lüdian priests prevail tbere. ‘The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth, ‘Toovgh he was not a South-Indian himself it bears the siamp 
of that «ide a bis Gura came from that part of Indis, ‘This temple was 
uil at an enormous cost and maintains а batch of 108 priests, ‘the 
expenses of the temple are Ks. 365 per diem. We had the fortune to 
be ee ee ‘The whole cene of the 
» and the was indeed majestic creating an atmosphere of 
‘Hindu glory. roc d 
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courtyard ie coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Sone Tal gachh” (gollen palm troct. Ite beight be abut twenty- 
twa feat from the bate and looks very bnpremive, Episodes from 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
the images are marwellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Ranganath, ‘The temple of Bahaji 
has опе very special pexuliacity. The marble pillars supporting the 
Nowhere have we seen pillars. of thin 
maesiveness of their. costly stones as 
well as by the exponso« and workmanship entailed in their execution. 

А few remarks may now be та иө as regards the Vaisnava theology 
and the posi gali Vaisnavas in Beindaban. Tho Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the the Gandiya 

lor of this group was Chaitanya Dev himself. 
worshipped by tbe Vais- 
lates. Then the ideaof**Avatar’” 
or incarnation came to the foreground and so gor first Hama on a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as fuil incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of hi» incarnations, to save the world feom the hands of the non- 
bsheving sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom bis followers 
believe to has been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu), 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation. Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave atiraztad (he greatest attention 
‘of the devotees are the "" Aivwaryys,"" Gana" and '* Майогуув Rasa," 
‘Tho non-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Hama colt bas more votaries than that of 
Krisina cult. “Alswaryya™ connotes power and fortune while "Madhu 
ryy&" means love, Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
him. Тһе non-Bengalis seem to have more liking for the *Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krisbos and so they revel in bis exploit» in Mathura, 
Dwarka and in the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas. ‘The Bengalis on the other haod are zealous supporters of the 
eet ain e their leanings to it «o mocb 
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flock to worship her on certain days as they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Mudhuryya 
quality we find that there sre two views in its connection, Some $ 
uphold 'Swakiya'* view apd rome *'l'araki; and “‘Madbora Rasa” 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnavas, it cm 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with his own wife (Swakiya). 
This love-making should be done with *'Parakiya" which involves 
rink ond ssenfice. Chaitanya Dev beld the Parakiya view. The 
he belonged was originally а South Indi sect. 
His connection with this sect as well as his liking for Ri anda of 
the Deccan with whom be bad а famous conversation about the 
Madhura Rosa’ seem to bavo some influence over Chaitanya Dev in. 
establisbing the followers. Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known a» the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. 

The chief temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Beindaban as refer- 
red to before ie that of Madammoban. The Bengalis seem to have 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who frst found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose sect (Maddli) Chaitanya Dev bimwelt 
belonged. ‘They only remember Chaitanya and his followers, In 

тту Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
while in most ewes we shall miss the same in mon-Bengali temples. 
Now as everyboily knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai. — Ж 
snavas—Navodwip, Puri and Brindaban—Navadwip ie more amo- 
ted with the вате of Chaitanya Dev though Pari ssw him ава 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban was only 
амину visited by bim. So, bowever much importance Chaitanya 
‘Dev binsell attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were satisfied with 
his personality and did not think much of that place. Tbe importance 
whieh the Gaudiya Vaisnavae attaches to tbe place зя more in connec 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and his followers, expecially the Goswamin, 
than with the Radia-Krishna legend. 

To the idealists of "Parak!ya" the introduction of Radha was 

She was not the wife of Krishna in ber earthly relationship 
und the Jove-adventures of tbe two, pie., Кайна and Krishna are illas- 




















trative of the '"Parakiya'" theory of the Bengali Vainnavas. | 
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кау many things about the two, even of their previousamours in heaven, 
It is peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirtan, that thir 
Chendravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention sapport this view. At Brindaban no trace 
of Chandravali s been found. but we find Radi in every 
temple. "'Radharani** on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban. 

To the 
Goswamix have little value. Even а жее! of the modern Valery 
Bengal bavo dischimed the infallibilits of the Goswamis. They are 
the present “Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal, "They are now trying 
to have a stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitode of the Gaudiya Vaisneeas. The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sabajiyne. I scented a considerable 
number of them at thie place bot have not been able to know mnch 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded an а centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the ploce iv 
not very progressive. However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya Tounded under the 
ices of the Gavdiya Valsnavar be doing some good to the V; 
»hortnees of funds and tack of public sympathy made we 
have minzivings regarding ite future. ‘The school is ruo mainly through 

the energetic efforts of Ereejot Kaminikamar Ghosh and his worthy ran 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghorh (both residents of Biindaban) who deserve oor 
nnytinted praise. We visited thin school and found to our watief tion 
that the authorities hare opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
koran (Grammar) «nd another for Daran (Philosophy). Of course 
both-are taught on Vaisnava lines. The Harinamamrita Vyokeron and 
Huri Bhakti-Bilax are the two books of this reboot read by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the house of Ererjute Nitai Das 
amd Brindoban Dae. Nitai Das ія ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
mrita of Krichon Das Kaviraj which he showed to ue We could not 
visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and yo are bardly eom- 
petent to give any opinion aboot tbem. 

In every speaker at Brindsban we found great enthusisem in 
explaining the vectarinn dogmas to strangers, often embellished by 
supernatural elemerts. In these stories wonderful dreams figured mort 
though even trees talked, Be that as it may, my tour with the students 
to Brindaban was fruitful in many waye. Before coming to thie place 
‘our idean about ite topography io ite bearing on the legen] of Krishan 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our owo literature made 
us compare them by а visit to the place for clearing certain probleme 
from our first-bond knowledge. In more eenve than one. our visit to 
the place was a soccess and for this we are grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor. Yet we had our dissppoittments too. People who 
‘come to l'irindaban to sev holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal, 
In the open fields they е to in tenta ond shift from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of whieh we bad very 
Little, Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied by 
visiting the main temples of town of Brindaban м leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
Када Krishna for a future batch to visit 

ura ов a (lying visit on Wednesday, the 2ist 
saw there did not impress us much. 
‘We could visit only a few important temples and ghats, ‘The ghats are 
Matbura's specialy, Unlike Brindaben the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it i» studded with fine ghatr. 
Mere also the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it, Among the temp'e ted by us were those of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjenath, Konmesamardai Kalbhairab, Dbroba, Bali 
and Saptari and among the ghats, those of Risam Ghat and 
Dhruba Gbat. At Bisram Gbat we witoeseed that very interesting 
ceremony the ui" of the Jamuna. For want of time some of un 
Dhuteswar Mahades* and Redba Kond (22 miles from 
Near the latter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote bie immortal 
Chaitanya Chi ‘The Dan-ghat is also situated as we have rald 
before, in ibis locality. ‘The chief temple with some air of grandeur 
tw that of Dwarkanath, ‘The other temples are but peor specimens 
af Hinda architecture. We regret we ceull mot stody carefully 
the specimene at the Matbors Municipal Museum. The Gandiya 
theology has failed to strike any deep root at Mathura. The 
Gaudiya Vaishnavas have very little bold on the people of the 
town, and a» а matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
de wry small. Chaitanya Dev rnd hie followers seem to have made 
‘no impression at this place. Even the cult of Krishna bas very 
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little “Madhura Има” jn it, ая Krishna im "Aiswaryya" is being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thos in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rakinini figure prominently, and in two places, eis., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba til Vishnu with four arms with Sankhe, Chakra, Gadà and 
Padma figures and not Krishna with bis Mote. From what I have sewn 
în Brindaban-Maihura locality may T surmi-e that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pari, the Goswamis found it lard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent baek their 
valuable literary productions to Beugal—ibeit own land—for. preserva- 
tion 7 They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
guess from the present condition of Brindaban. 

We would have been glad to secore some old Vaishnava manus 
cripts but unfortunately could secure mne. We heard valuable Уан 
ваха manu»eripts may be found in the temple of Radha-Dsmodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) whieh is now in the hands of в Receiver. Bo 
they are difioult to procure but we hope our University will wry some 
day to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of eagal. 

In this connection 1 would like to point oot that doubts may lark 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending studente of thie 
‘epartment outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. The condition of Bengali langeage 
and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand. 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. ОЁ 
courre attention should more be confined to places aud regions withia 
Bengal for this purpose. 
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UST on the eve of the 4 year I started for Brindaban 
with a party of studanta belonging to the Sixth Year Indian 
weulars Department of the y via Benares and 

The object af the tour wı pleasures of an 
ex ursion with some enquiries in connection with the Vaisnaya period. 
of the Mediaeval IS ngali literature and T spared no pains to atilive the 
brief period of twolve days at my disposal for pu pose. 

We broke journey at Benares on our way to Beindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this connection, the temples of Viswanath aod Annapurna, the 
Mindu University, Barnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
1 was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time 1 
happened to visit neswar locality with a batch of students 
belonging to the Iodian Verna. Department just as this year I 
vinited Henares. Bothi the places contain relics of the Raiva eult 
and preserve associations of Iroddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
nub rorted or laenced the Hinde colt of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
dvd to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagirl:Udayagirl while a 
Bonares he bad а similar rival ia Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrigadava later on known a» Sarnath. This place was 
chosen by Buddha іта ax hin first preaching contre, In spite of 
% AS Мы кын» be did not achieve any appreciable »uccems. 

. Тһе Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Bonares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief reason is 
not far (o week, берери ore Po See 
and Orisa being for a pretty long - 
oo developed. 
dra: 
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Bevares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration. Hence, Benares 
Decome n great centre of pilgrimage for the Hengali. ‘This happened 
to such am extont that the Bengali gradually began to settle at 
Вепагея in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
an adjunct of Beng 
literature of Bengal bas very little to do with the traditions of the 
кой of Henares, though the Annadamangel of Bharat Chandra hne 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Багам the 
stupendous stupa and the excavations around, inflamed tho imagin tion 
of the talents and mado them think of the past grestoess of Тай! 
me, however, cannot be said of the recent architecture and 
paiotiogs of Mulagandhakuti-vihara (a neighbouring building) beloni 
toa certain Ceylonese organisation. ‘The fresco-paintinge bere were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr, Nosho. These seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese Schoo! is at wll happy 
de for connoisseurs to decide 
Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 16th October. ‘There, 
ме passed (wo days in sight-soeing, The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture а» represented in the Tejmabal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Tümadad-daullab. and Fatehpur-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also ad- 
М the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
were may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
Hterature still their cultural value is immense. ‘The beautiful queon 
‘of the Mawsoleuine, (he Taj, crested an impression fn our minds 
never to be forgotten, The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Ttimadud-dautlat, a» its name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadod- 
daullah (Nurjaban's father) and of bis family, AN these fine buildings 
ate splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. Ан Sikri the Moghul 
art ie relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu aod Chinese 
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Joltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds a» described in our Bengali. 
literature. Our literature describes а combination of Hindu and Indo. 

* Saracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Talamie role in 
Bengal, 

Wo loft Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Brindsban in spite 
of occasional stoppages wis extrsmely tiresome. However, we reached 

r destination safely. Our stay in the place was f. 
anıl we flaished ovr work as much as possible wi 
short time. On hing the destination our dream was somew! 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lond Krishna, The present 
Brindaban js a small town with narrow streets and lanes, and closely 
Packed buildings. Tho town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-infented Jamuna but now the river bas receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening space. 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
nlt which desorve our olose attention, specially ая we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contain ny references to Vaisnaviem. 

Regarding the topography o! the place we should make it clear 

č that the present town of Brindaban is Med in the region called 

8 Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circomference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Muthoramandal, Madhuban оғ Surasona 
country ав it remains to-day under the District Oficer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother; Batraghna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the = 
present. tawn of Briadaban are hardly two hundred and fifty years old 
‘and its formar name was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 

hre much older than ite present buildings and the town bagan to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
1th century. Both the towns of Mathura and Bind aban stand on 
the same bank of the Jaruna and there ix nothing to prove that they 
‘once occupied opposite banks ax some scholars would have ов believe, 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by mdo in Gokula, Ono of thom 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krisbow) and the other was 
Brikabhanu (father of Sree Radha). Nanda Ghosh's place 
as Mahaban while Brikabhanu's place wı 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in 
when stolen from the palace of Ki , king of Машин», found it 
within s> short a nce from Mathura only 
river. мов intervening. So, № Wi feom Gokola and неад 
Himself st a placo called after him Nandagram which was about 22 
miles from Maihora. Brikabhanu also changed bie place and settled 
within threo miles (rom Nana's new town. Brikabhanu’s new place 
was known ai . Both Nandagram and Harsbán are within 
Brajamandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank. 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same si The Dan:ghat (lit, 
Toll-colleoting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha оп a 
boat, ie about 19 miles to the wost of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its cast and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan.ghat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
Ahan are over tweoty.two miles from Mathura town. The whole 
region of Brajamandal, as wa were toll, ia foll of pastore lande, and 
some parts of it, a» seen by us, corroborate this fact. 

It in very difficult to reconcile the differeat theories regarding the 
topography of Brojemandal and Mathuramandal. Some scholars would 
way that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban. 
and Mathora and now both occupy tbe same bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing its course, Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
or corroborate it although there are some signs of erosion and slight 
cbanges in the course of the river. Some would resent ovon the very 
пате of Radha as fetitious and of later introduction while our whole 
Naisnava lyrical Weratare depends on hor existence not only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate ** parakiya "" amours of Ratha-Krishon, 
Even admitting that there was а Radha the Bengali Vaisnaves of 
Brindaban will never agree to her carrying mili ail to Mathura as abo. 
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suggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamana. To meet the situation, the Bei 
of irindabao would invent а myth,—that it was done supernaturally, 
and thereby the distance wat covered. А parallelism js drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of а lotus. The closing of petala 
means shortening the distance and opening up means its len 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krishna. What comment shoold we te on the? 

‘The whole topography of the place as it now stands does not 
support the amours of Кайа and Krishna on the Jamuna w 
place the whole scene in Gokul» which, ay T have already said, lies to the 
east of Mat u the other bank of the Jaunuos about four miles off, 
1а deserted Mahaban in Gokala and went 

to live in. Мао адган Brajanandal followed by Bekabbina whea 
Krishna was only a baby. Por a mre baby to bave taken part in the 
sports dosoribed by Bangali Vaishnava p manifest impossibility, 
Bos) wa kaow Akrara, the mesenger of kog Kams, invited and 
took with him Krish "m from Nanldagram and not from 
Mubaban to Mathura to attoad the * Dhunurysjns* of Kasa who was 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishna, At the tim» Аксыга visited Nand; 
gram in Brajamaadal Krishna was making love to Radhe aad other 
Gapis ant porforining various feats t> astonish his brother cowboy 
Во the whole sceoe of the Krisina legend in connection with bis lov 
making to Radba requires to b» placed io Brajawandal and vot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the he'p 
of divine dispensation, To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
mise all the local identification of places and God out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radla-Krishna legend ? 

Tho basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radha and Krishna by the rile 
of апд, со the bosom of the river Jamuna, What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda ao} Naokakhands of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poeta if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

.. "The town of Brindaban, as it stands today, owes Из origin to 
“the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengli Vaienava saints known 
* the Vaisnava Goswamie How Sanatana built bis first temple 
п with the brip of а merchant isa story even now 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other 1 
them the temple of Sabaji. the temple of Seth 
Bankubebari, Hadha-Damod 
Gokulwnanda, Molker's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarakumar's Asmam, Adwnita- gar-bat, Tentu- 
Jamupa Pulin, Kaliya Duman, Nidbuban and 
Nikunjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, Madanmoban as we 
have said wax installed by B Goswami. In this temple many 
relies of Chaitanya Dev and bis followers are found. Unfortunately: the 
original images of Майвешюћав and Isdbarani are not to be found 
they were long ago taken away by tbe Raja of Karauli. The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madbu Pandit and associated with the family 
‘of Nityauanda is an inportant one, The temple of Govindoji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur bas Bengali amociation. It is a remarkably 
fino specimen of Hindo temple architecture. The temple of Radharoman 
s associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
nanda powesses the memory of Lokenath, ""Sringar bat’ hax associa. 
tions with Nityananda, "Аймана а" of Adwaita and "Tentul tala’ 
der the shade of this 


was once sitosted over- 
looking the Јанина. The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminia- 
conces of Jib Goswami; the Baokabehari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbabatiay temple of the Daliavi sect also deserve. mention. 
‘The images in the temple bait. by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned bere that almom 
А1 the images in various temples are remarkably bandsome. "The two 
temples of Sabaji and Setbji and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the grandest in Briadaban. This temple of Sothji іка very fino 
specimen of Hindu towple-building. Ite type is Sooth-Lndian and the 
es priests prevail there, The temple is attributed to Jogat 

Beth, ‘Though be was pot а South-Todian bimeif it bears the | 

of that side as bis Gura came from that part of India. 
built at an enormous des reet batch of | 
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courtyard je coated wholly with grid and the people call it erroneously 
“Sonur Tal gachh’'™ (goklen pala tree). Tee height ie abont twenty» 
twa feat. from the base and looks very impeassive, Episodes from 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
tne images are marvellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
templo is of course Krishna ni gamath. The temple of Sabaji 
line one very special p marble pillars supporting the 
тоо! we zigzag in appearance. Nowbero have we seen. pillars of this 
type. These impro.sed us by the massivoness of their costly stones за 
well ns by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution, 

А few remarks may now be m s the Vaisnava theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas io rindaban. ‘The Bengali 
Vaisnnvas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas, ‘Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev biceelf. 
As ix woll known at first the God Vubnu was worshipped by the Vai 
navan as Ше very пате of the sect indwates, Then the ideaof Avatar’? 
or incarnation came to the foreground and so we got first Rama 
part incarnation and then Krishna as fall incarnation of Visinu among 
many of his incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the non- 
beheving sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom bis followers 
believe to havo been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Mama those of Sree Krishna. 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation, Among tbe vatlour 
qualities of God the two which bave atiracted the grestest sitention 
of the devotees are the =" Aiewaryys," “Gona” and “*Madboryya ака." 
‘The noo-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult bes wore votaries than that of 
Krishna cult, “Ainwaryya’” connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
туу" means love. Krishna of course possesses tbere two qualities in 
him. "The non-Bengalis seem to bave more liking for the “Aiswaryyo" 

of Krishna and so they revel in his exploite in Maiburs, 
 Dwamks and in the internecine struggle of the Kouravas and the 
мн». "The Bengalis on the other hand are realovs supporters of the 













































favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madburyya 
quality we find that there are two views in its connection. Some 
view and some “ Parakiya™ and ‘Madhura 7 
boing the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnava 
ве! be cultivated adequately by а man with bis own wife (Swakiya). 
This lovemaking should be done with “'Parakiya' which involves 
grent risk and sacrifice. Chaitanya Dev beld the Parakiys view. The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged was originally a South Tndian sect, 
His connection with thie seet ae well ax his liking for Ramananda -of 
the Decean with whom be hada famous conversation about the 
“Madhura Tasa" seem to bave some influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the **Parakiya" theory among his followers. Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known as the Gandiys Vaisnavas. 

‘The rhif temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Brindaban as refer- 
тей to before is that of Madanmohan. The Bengalis seem to have 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Brindahan locality and to whose reet (Мадан: Chaitanya Dev himelf 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya amd his followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image о! Chaitanya.is to be found 
while in mont entes we shall miss the same in non-Bengali temples, 
Now as everybody knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
smavoe—Navadwip, Puri amd Beindaban—Navadwip ie more aso- 
elated with the mame of Chaitanya Dev though Pori saw himiasa 
living Ged during the latter part of his life, while Brindaban was only 
canvally visited by him. So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dev bimwelf attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were satisbed with 
hie personality and did not think moeh of that place. The importance 
whieh the Gaviliya Vaisnavas attaches to the place эж more in connee- 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, expecially the Goswamie, 
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bout the two, even of their previous amours in heaven. 
in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirton, that tb 
Chendravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Drindaban no trace. 
‘of Chandrayali has been found, we find Radha dn every 
temple, “‘Redharani™ is the term which is on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban, 











f other provinces the injunction of the six 
Goswamis bave little valuo, Even а seet of the modern Vaisnavas of. 
Bengal have diwlsimed the infallibitity of the Goswamis, They m 
the present "Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. ‘They are now trying 
at Brindeban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Vaienaves, ‘The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sabajiyar. Т scented a considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been. able to know meh 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded an a centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place is 
mótvery progressive. However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
auspices of the Gardiya Vaisnavas i» doing коте good to the Vairnara 
pablis, Bot ite shortness of funds and Inck of public sympathy made ue 
hove misgivings regarding ite future. The school is ron mainly through 
tho energetic effort of Freejot Kaminikumar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghoth (both residents of Brindsben) who deserve our 
unstinted ‘praise, We visited this school and found to ovr satisfa tion 
thot the nuthorities have opened already two departments, ope for Vya- 
karan’ (Grammar) snd another for Daran (Phitorophy). Of coarse 
both ore tought on Vsisnava lines. The Harinamamrita Vyakarno amd 
Hori Dhakti-Bilas are the two ‘books of thi» reboot read by pupils. "We 
attended one Kirton party organised at the bouse of Sreejurs Nitai Dae 
amd Brindaban Dae. Nitai Das ie ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
mrita of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to ux We could mot 
visit very touny parties of Kirtan at'the place and so are Банду com- 
petent to give any opinion aboot them. 

every speaker at Brindaban we found great enthusiasm in 
expliining the seetarien dogmas to strangers, often embellithed by 
‘supernatural elewerts. In these stories wonderful dreams figured mort 
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H 
were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our owa literature made 
ча compare Perm by а visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
frow our first-hand knowledge, Та more sense than one our visit to 
the place was a success and for this we are grateful 19 our present 
Viee-Chaneellor. Yet we had our diseppoiriments too. People who 
соте to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of lirajamandal. 
In the open helde they bave to live in tents and shift from place to 
Place. But it requires time and money, of both of whieh we bad. very 
little. Under the circumstances we bad perforce to remain satinfied by 
Visiting the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed pame of 
Radha Krishna far а future batch to visit. 
'e went to Maibura on a (ing visit on Wednesday, the Alet 
October only for a day. What we saw there did not impress ua much. 
We could visit only а few important temples and ghats. Tho ghats are 
Matbura's speciality, Unlike Hriudsben the town of Mathura facos 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine gh 
Here also the Jamuna is foll of islets and tbe railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it. Among the temples visited by ux were those of 
Dwarkansth, Kubjanath, Kamwamardan, Malbhairab, Dhrobs, Hali 
жой Septarsi aed among the ghatz, those of Risram Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat, At Bisrem Gbat we witnessed. thet very interesting 
ceromony tbe "'arsti" of the Jamuna. For want of time some of m 
could not visit Bhuterwor Mabadev* and Redha Kuod (22 miles from 
Near the latter, Krishoadas Kaviraj wrote bie immortal 
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little “Madhura Rass” in it, as Krishna in "Aleweryya" ix being 
shown all over the town. Thus in place of Radha, Ко» and 
Rokmini figure prominently, and in two pisces, riz., Kubjanath and 
Dhroba-til Vishou with four arms with Bankba, Chalre, Gadd and 
Padma figures and not Krisbos with bis fute, From what I have ween 
ia Brindaban-Mathurs lorality way I sarmie that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Рогі, the Gcewamis found it hard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Beogal—their own land—for preserves 
tion ? They were not far wrong. their apprehensions a» we can 
guess from the present condition of Brindaban. 

We would bave been glad to secure some old Vaishnava menue 
eripts but unfortunately could secure none. We beard valuable Vaish 
Dave manuscripts may be (ооой jn the temple of Ratha Dsmeder 
(place of Jiv Goswamü which i» now in the haod» of а Receiver, So 
tbey are difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of Bengal. 

In this connection I would like to poiot out that doubte may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending stodeots of this 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. The condition of Bengali langoage 
and literature does pot warrant such doubts. Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our liiersture contains. OF 
courre attention should more be confined to placer and regions within 
Bengal for this purpore- 
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we of the’ Pujas last year 1 started for Brindaban 
to the Sixth Year 
ta University via Bonares and 
tour was to combine the pleasures of an 
yquiries in connection with the Vaisnaya period 
ture and T spared no pains to utilise the 

twolve days at my disposal for purpose, 

We broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest whieh we 
thought interesting en о deserve attention. T may mention, 
în this connection, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hinda University, Saraath, the Observatory and the Twin Pi 
1 was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last 1 
Happened to. Pori-Bhubaneswar locality with в batch of students 
belonging to the Indian Verna ulore Department just a» this year I 
visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 
und preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainia which to some extent 
subserted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
hud to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri- Udayagiri while at 
Bonares he had » similar rival in Buddha himselfsin the neighbouring 
village of Mrigadava later ob known a» Sarwatb. ‘This place was 

by Buddha himself as bis first preaching centre. То spite of 

best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable »uccess. 
mgali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar, Its chief resson is 
for to week. Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folk-songs of 
being for а pretty long — 










Agra. ‘The object of t 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religions inspiration. Hence, Benares 
became a great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. This happened 








to such an extent that the Bengali gradually began to settle at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
өп adjunct of Bengal. Under the circumstances, the Sivayana 
literatore of Верда! has very little to do with the traditions of the 
god of Henares, though the Annadamangal of Dharat Chandra bas 
many references to the шой and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
мара and the excavations around, inflamed the magin 
1 wade thom 
‚ however. cannot be raid of the recent architecture and 
ings of Malagandhakati-vihara (а neighbouring building) belonging 
to a certain Ceylonese organisation. The fresco-paintings hece waro 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Nosha, These sosmed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy— 
fs for connoisseurs to decide 
Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, There, 
we passed two days in sight-seeing. The Gin Moghul architecture and 
sculpture a» represented in the Tajmabal, Agra Гоп, Sikandra. 
Teimadvid-davitah amd Fatebpar-Sikri overwhelmed us. We alo ad- 
mind the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their cultural value is immense. The beautiful queen 
of the Mausoleum, the Taj. created ao impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten, ‘The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Vtimadod-dullah, ама name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadod- 
daollalı (Nurjaban's father) and of bis family. All these fino buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture, At Sikri the Moghul 
art ie relieved here and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
arts. Besidew, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Boland. 
Durwaza with buge fights of stairs cannot escape one's notice. The 
li. buildings at Agra overlooking tbe Taj contain many reminise 
cences of Sahajahan and see The buildings as described in 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds 
literature, Our literatare describes а combi lon of Minda and Indo- 
Saracenic art in the construction of towne and buildings, as в natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works duri mic rule in 
Bengal. 

‘We left Agra on Satonlay, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. ‘Tha whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban ip spite 
of occasional stoppages was extramely tiresome, However, we reached 
our destination safely, Our мау in the place was for nearly six da; 
and we finished our work h as possible with haste within this 
short time, On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna, The present 
Brindaban is а small town with narrow streets and Janes anid closely 
packed buildings. The town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortolse-iafeated Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only a mody waste in the intervening apace. 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relies and associations 
(ome genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially as we are interested in 
Bongali literature which contains many references to Vaisnavie 

Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brojamnandal which is about 84 crores in circumference. ТЬе locality 
wan under the Kings of Mathoramandal, Madhuban or Surascoa 
country as it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а noo-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satraghoa, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Мом of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hardly two hundred and fifty years old 

“and ite formar name was Fakirabad Yet the traditions of the place 
` gee much older than its present buildings and the town began to grow. 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 


з century. Both the towns of Mathara and Brind aban stand on 


ноте that hey 
wih ve bel чө. 
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deseribed in our Bengali 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by аме in Gokula, One of them 
wa» Nonda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabbonu (father of Sree Radha). Nanda Ghosh’s place was known. 
as Mobabao while Bri i^» place was known ax Raul where Мада 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in bla custody 
when stolen from the palace of Kapsa, king of Mathora, found it 
unsafe to remain within #> short a distanse from Mathura only the 
river Jamuna intervening. So, he shifted from Gokula and established 
himself at a place called after. bim Nend m which was about 
mile» (rom Mati Briksbbanu also change his place and settled. 
within thros miles from Nanda'« new town. Brikabhanu's now place 
was known as Parsün. Both Naodagram m Barbin ore within 
Brojamandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna ond therefore on the same sido, The Diuszhnt (lit, 
"Toil-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Hadha on а 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to ite east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan, Both the Dan-ghat on the Jamana and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathora towa. The whole 
region of Hrajamandal, as ws wore told, is fall of pasture lands, and 
some parta of it, as seen by v, corroborate this fact. 

Tt is very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Matburamandal, Some scholars would. 
sway that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban 

thura and pow both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamuna. 
changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing lo sabstuotiate 
м of erosion вой slight 
‘changes in the course of the river, Some would resent even the very 
вате of Radha as fictitious and of later iotroduetion while our whole 
‘Vaisnava lyrical literatore depends on ber existence not only spiritually 
bot alto physically to illustrate “ paraliya "" amours of Radha-Krisbnw. 
Even admitting that there wass Radhe the Bengali Vaianavas of 
Brindaban will never agree to ber carrying vaili-pail to Mathura as she 
‘wat а princess and her father was supposed to have been more 
earried the milk-psit and 
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suggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on tbe Јакова. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnacas 
—that it was done sopernaturally, 


the opening and closing of potals of а lotus. The closing of petals 
means shortening the distance and opening up means ite lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
What comment should we make on thy ? 
it pow stands does not 
amours of Iadba and Krishna on the Jamona wi 
s I have already said, lies to the 
‘east uf Mathura on the other bank of the Jamuna about four 
According to the legend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokala and went 
to live in Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Be kabbing when 
Krishna was only a baby. Fora txe baby to bave taken part in the 
sports desoribed by Ban gali Vaishaava posts 19 а manifost impossibility. 
Besides, we know Akrura, the messenger of kog Kams, invited «nd 
took with him Krishna ant Balaram fron Nan аде and not from 
Muhaban to Mathura to attend the * Disaurysns* of Kams who wa 
ultiaately killed by Sree Krishna, At the ums Akrura visited Nanda- 
gram in Beajamaniat Krishna was making Love ro Radhs aod other 
Gapis aa! performing various feats ty astonish his brother cowboys. 
Bo the whole scene of the Krishos legend in connection with bis luve- 
making to Radha requires to by placed in Beajamandal and wot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the һер 
of divine dispensation. То account for things, iw it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find осі now anes to 
support the scenes of the ftadlia-Krisbna legend ? 

Tho basis of our own lyrical Literature wholly depends on the 
ТЫШ meron а of Radha and Krishna by the ride 
‘of and оо the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an! Naokakhanda of Sreo-Krishoa-Kietan attributed to 

one Chandidas вой the lyrics of other posts if we do not admit their 

` connection with these amours ? 
The town of Brindaban, as it stands to-day, owes jt» origin to 
ts of Savatens and other Bengali Vaienava mints known 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 
them the temple of Sahaji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankobehori, Radi Damodar, Syamrundar, Radbaballav, Radbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarakun Asam, Adwaita-bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul-tala, 
Jumona Pulin, Kaliya Daman, Brawa Kunda, Nidhuban and 
Nikonjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, Madanmoh we 
have said was installed by Sanatana Goswas In this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and his followers are found. Unfortunately, tho 
original images of Madaomoban and Itadbarani not to be, found. ax 
they wore long ngo taken away by the Каја of Korauli, The temple of. 
Gopinath attributed to Madhu Pandit and associated with ıi 
‘of Nityannnd: portant one, The temple of 
built by the Raj . Tt is a remarkably 
бое s architecture. The temple of Radbaraman. 
has amociations with Gopal Шайа Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
"'Sringar-bat"* has associa- 
Adwaita and “Tentol tala'* 
(Tamarind tree shade) of tanya Dev. Under the shade of this 
latter tree Chaitanya Dov used to «it during bis brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krshos and the place was once situated over- 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Hadha-Damodar bears reminis- 
ences of Jib Goswami; the Bankobebari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radhabaliav temple of the Hallavi sect also deserve mention. 
‘The images in the temple t by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned here that almost. 
ll the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. ‘The two 
temples of Sabaji and Sethji and specially that of Sethji may be suid to 
be the grandest in BrinJaban, This temple of Ве}! is a very fine. 
specimen of Hindu temple-building. Its type i» Sourh-Indian and the 
South-Lodian priests prevail there. The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though he was not a South-Indien himself st beore the stamp 
of that side as bis Garo came from that part of India, ‘This temple was 
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courtyard js coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Bonie Tabgachh (golden palm troed. Its beigbt ів about twenty- 
twa feat from the bate and looks very impressive, Episodes from 
Tlindu mythology have been enzraved on the stone walls all around and 
tne d s are marvellously executed. "The presiding deity of the 
templo is of course Keishi 1 Ranganath. The temple of Sal 
Las one very spes pezaliarity, The marble pillars supporting the 
roof ave aigrag in appearance, Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
type. ‘These impro жей o» by the massiveness of thelr costly stones ar 
well ax by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution. 
А few remarks may now be m»lo as regards the Vaisnava theology 
the position of the Bengalî Vaisnavas in Deindaban. ‘The Bengali 
Valsriavan belong to that group of the. the Gaodiya 
Vaianavan, The originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev himself. 
As їв well known at first the God Уан was worshipped by the Vais- 
utes. Then the ideaof"'Avatar'" 
lo the foreground and so we get first Rama as a. 
parbincarnation and then Krishna. carnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnatione, to save the world from the bands of the non- 
g winners. Last of all came Chaitanya Der whom his followers 
believe to bave been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu ө! 4 Rama those of Sree Krishna. 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation. Among tbe variour 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
‘of the devotees are the "* Aiewaryys," "быа" and *Madburyyo Masa.” 
‘Tho non-Bengali people of Tadia seem to have Баео captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-countey the Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krintina cult. ув” connotes power and fortune while '"Madbu- 
Tyya" means love, Krishna of course possesses tbese two qualities in 
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flock to worship her on certain days a» they do mot like to mise her 
favour in worldly si Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quality we find that there sre two views io 
uphold “Swakiya"* view ond some “Гатау 





not be cultivated adequately by а 

This lovemaking «оша be done with ‘“Parakiya’ which involves 
great risk ond sence. Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiya view. ‘The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged was originally a Боні Indian sert. 
His connection with this sect ae well ae his liking for Ramananda of 
the Devean whom he hada famous conversation about the 
"Мейит Rasa" reem to have some infloenre over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the ““Parakiga™ theory among bie followers, Henceforth 
Mis followers of Bengal were known э» the Gandiya Vaisnavas. 

‘The chief temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Brindaban as- rofar- 
Ted to before is that of Madanmohan. The Bengalimseem to have 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri wbo бем found the image of Gopal at 
Beindalme lorality and to whose seet (Май Chaitanya Dew himself 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and hie followers 1 
every Bengali tempio the deified image of Chaitanya ie to be found. 
‘bile in most cares we shali mise Ihe same in non-Bengali temples. 
Now as every Боду knows among tbe three centres of the Bengli Vai- 
sonvas—Navedwip, Puri and Brindabon—Newalewip i» more men 
cited with the pame of Chaitanya Dev though Puri saw him aea. 
living God during the latter part of bis Ife, while Brindaban wes only. 
casually visited by him, So, however mech importance Chaitanya, 
Dev himself atiributed to Brindaban, bis followers were satisfied with 
hie personality and did not think mock of that place. ‘The importance 
welch the блюду Vaisnavae attaches to the place we more in connec 
Mon with Chastanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswarnis, 
thaw. with the Radha- Krishna legend. 

"To the idealiate of '"Parakiym" the introduction of Radhe was. 
omentisl. She was not the wife of Krishna im ber earthly - hpc 
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say many things aboni the two, even of their previous amours in heaven. 
I is peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krink Kirtan, that this 
whavali bas been identified with Redba while o other Bengali 
‘work вой Bengali convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace. 
of Chandravell bes been found, but we find Radha in every 
e the term whieh is on the lips of everybody st 









was of oiher provinces the injunction of the six 
Goewamis have little value. Even a sect of the modern et 
Bengal bave diwlaimed the infallibility of the Goewamis, "They are 
the present “Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. They are now trying 
to have a stable footing at Brindsbam ну «pite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitule of the Gaudiya Vaisnevas, The extreme wing of 
the Parskiye preachers are the Sabajiyes, I scented s considerable 
number of them at this place but hane not bren able to know much. 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Wegorded. centre of Voienave culture and learning tbe place i» 
not very progressive, However, the Bhakti-Vidyalsya founded under v 
avepices of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas is doing some good to the Valrnava 
public. But ite shortness of funds ani ek of publie sympatby made us 
have misgivings regarding it» future. The school is ron mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejnt Kaminikumar Ghesh and his worthy son 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghorh (both residente of Mindsban) who deserve oor 
aostinted preise, We visited thie shool and found to our setisfw tion 
that the authorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
karan (Granmary and another for Daren (Philorophy?. Of course 
Doth ere tought on Voisnava lines, ‘The Harinamameits Vyskaren: snd 
Hari Bhakti-Bitas are the (wo books of this reboot vend by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the boure of Srerjurs Nini Due. 
and Brindaban Dae. Nimi Das iw ably editing the Chaitonyn Charitn- 

-irita of Kvichnw Das Kaviraj which be showed 10 ve We could not 

Visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are hardly eom- 
petent to give any opinian aboot tham. 

In every speaker at Brinintwo we found great enthusinem in 

the reetarian dogmas to strangers, often embellished by 
elemerte. In these stories wonderfol dreame t 
» trees talked. He that ae it map, my tour 
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were rathor hazy. Besides, the references in our own 
чә compare them by a visit to the place for clearing certain probleme 
from our first-hand knowledge. In wore sense than опе our visit to 
the plare was a success and for this we are grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor. Yet we had oor diseppoirtments too. People who 
соте to Brindaban to seo holy places visit the whole of Brajam: 
In the open fields they have to live in tents and shift from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of whioh we had very 
little. Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied by 
Visiting the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Praja associated with the h lowed name of 
Kadha Krishna for a future bateh to vi 

We went to Mathura on a Aying visit on Wednesday, the 21st 
October ouly for а day. What we saw there did not impress us much, 
We could visit only a few important temples and ghate. The ghats aro 
Maibura’s speciality. Unlike Urindsben the town of Mathoru faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine ghats. 
Mere also the Jamona is full of islets and the railway bridge i» doing 
much barm to it, Among the temples visited by ue were tbose of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjsnath, Kameamar Kalbbaireb, Dbrobe, Bali 
and Soptarsi and among the ghats, those of Risram Ghat and 
Dhruba, 6 At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
ceremony the “arati"* of the Jamuna. For want of time some of ne 
could pot visit Bhuteswar Mahadev* and Radba Kond (22 miles from 
Mathura). Near the fatter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote his immortal 
Chaitanys Charitamrita. ‘The Dan-ghat is also situated па we have said 
before, in thie locality. Tbe chief temple with rome ай of grandeur 
ie that of Dwarkanath. The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu. architecture. We regret we oculd not study carefully 
the rpecimens at the Mathura Municipal Muream, The Gavdiya 
theology has faied to strike any deep root at Mathura. The 
Gaudiya Vaishnavas have very little bold on the people of the 
town, and as а matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura. 
жуту mall. Chaitanya Dev end his followers seem to have made 
бо impression ai. this place Even the cult of Krisbnm bar very- 
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little “Madbura Kass” in it, as Krishna in *Aiswaryya™ i» being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thos in place of Radhe, Kubja aod 
Rokmini figure prominently, and in two places, eiz,, Kubjanath and 
Dhroba-tilà Vishnu with four arms with Saokha, Chakra, Gadi and 
Padma figures and not Krishna with bie flute, From what I have seen 
in Brindaban-Mathura locality may I surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pari, the Goswarnis found it hard to boll ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valusble literary productions to Beugal—ibeic own land—for preserva. 
fion? They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
guoss from the present condition of Dirindaban. 

We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus- 
cripta but unfortunately could secure nine. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava manuscripts may be found in tbe temple of Radha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which i» now in the hands of а Receiver, Bo 
they ace difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the bouedit of Vaishnava scholars of Bragal. 

Та this connection I would like to point oot that doubts may lurk 
án the minds of some regarding the utility of sending stodowts of thie 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of thi» province. ‘The condition of Bengali langeage 
and literature does not warrant such doubt, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides brosdeniog the outlook help in the proper understand. 
ing of many references and allusione that our literature contains. Ot 
course attention should more be confined to placos and regions within 
Bengal for this porpors. 
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UST on th of the Pujas last year I started for Brindaban 
with a party of nine students belonging to the Sixth Year Todi 
Vernacular Departinent of the Calcutta University ofa Henares and. 
Agra. ‘The object of the tour was to combine the pleasures of an 

ex 





















ali literature and T spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twelve days at my disposal for purpose. 

We broke journey at Benares on our way to Drindsban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some pl of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this connection, the of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
Y was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India Last tin 1 
happened to visit Pori-Bhnbaneswar locality with a batch of students 
belonging to the Indian Verna ulars Department just ая this year T 
visited Bonares. Both the places contain relics of the Salva cult 
and preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism whioh to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
had to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandaziri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares he had a ай ır rival in Baddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrigadava later on known as Sarnath, This place war 
chosen by Buddha himself as his first preaching centre. In spite of 
his best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success. 
"The Bengali Hinde patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
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Benares than to Orissa for ils religious inspiration, Hense, Верагех 
became a great ventre of pilgri for the Bengalis This happened 
to such an extent that the Bengali gradoally began (o se!llo at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
am adjunct of Bengal, Under the circumstances, the Sivayane 
literature of Bengal han very little to do with the traditions of the 
god of Benares, though the Annadamancal of Bharat Chandra has 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
atupendons stupa and the excavations around, inflamed the imagination 
Of the students and made them think of the past greatness of India. 
‘The rame. Һоме» not be raid of the recent architecture and 
paintings of Malagnndhakuti-viliara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to а cei lonese organisation. The fresco-paintings bere were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Моо. Това seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
Sehool of painting with that of the Japanese School js at all happy 
is for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, There, 
we passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architeotore and 
sculpture as represented ia the ‘Tajmat Agra Fort, Bikandra, 
Trmadud-daullah and Fatebpur-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also ad 
mird the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place, 
‘Where may not be any connection of these buildings directly with o 
Mterature still their enltarn lue is immense. The beantifal queen 
of the Mansoleums, the Taj, crested an impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten, The Sikandra, а few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar. while the building of 
Itimadud-daullab, as its name indicates, contains the grave of Ttimadud- 
davllah (Surjahon’s father) and of bis family. АШ these fine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
artis relieved bere ond there with specimens of Hindu and Ch vere 
aris, Wosides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known a» the Boland- 
Darwaza with huge flights of staire cannot escape one's notice, The 
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Taltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds ая desorihed in our Bengali 
Jii e. Our literature describes а combination of Hinda and Indo: 
Saracenic art in the construction of towns and buil as a natural 
sequel to tho composition of many literary works during Talamie rule in. 
Bengal. 

Wo left Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole jou from Howrah to Firindaban in spite 
‘of occasional stoppages wis oxtramely tiresome. However, we reached. 
our destination safely, Oar мау in the place was for nearly кіх days, 
and we finished our work eh as possible with haste within th 
short tir On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Ki ^. The present 
Brindaban is а small town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 
Packed buildings. The town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise. Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably. 
from the town leaving only a sandy waste in the intervening space. 

Brindaban possesses some fine tomples, relics and associations 
(some gennine and some spurious) in connection with the Vai 
oult which. eve our close attention, specially as we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisnavism. 

Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the reg called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Mitharamandal, Madhuban or Surasena 
country ай it remains today under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story na the 

place of Laban Daitya evideotly à non-Aryan. chief, who was defeated. 

Ls killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 

forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 

prosent town of Briagaban are hardly two hundred. and fifty years old 

if ita former name was Fakirabwl Yot the traditions of tho place 
m ‘than ite present buildings and the town began to grow. 

of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of tho 

century, Both the towns of Mota ont E stand on 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by «de in Gokula. One of thom 
wan Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Stee Krishna) and the other 
Brikabhanu (father of Sree Radba). Nanda Сһов” place war known 
as Mahaban while Brikabhanu’s place wa» known as Raul where Radha 
Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
palace of Карна, king of Mathura, found 
nsa short a distance from Mathura only the 


hituself at a place railed after E 
miles from Math Brkibhanu also changed his place and sattlad 
within threo miles from * new lowa, Brikabbanu's now place 
wa known as Пагана, Both Nandagram and Marshin are within. 
Brajamandal and are sitaatel along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna вой therefore on the same Tho Dan-hat (lt 
Poll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a 
boat, is about 10 miles to the west of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to ite east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan, Both the Dan-ghat on the Јани 

dhan are over tweaty-two miles from Mathurs town. 

region of Brajamandat, as we were told, is fall of pastore lands, and 


It is very difficult to reconcile the differeat theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Matburamandal. Some scholatw would. 
say that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban. 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
or corroborate it although there are some signa of erosion aod alight 
chances in the course of the river. Some would reseat even the very 
вате of Radha as fictitious and of later introduction while our whole 
‘Vaienava lyrical literature depends on ber existence not only spiritüally. 
but atso pliysicnlly to illustrate " parakiyà *" amours of Ratha-Keishna, 
Even admitting that thoro was a Radha tbe Bengali Valsnavas of 
Brindaban will nover agree to ber carrying milk-pal! to Mathura as abe 
was a princess and ber father was supposed to have been more power- 
ful than Naod». If at all sho carried the milk-pail ant met Stee 
Krishna on the Dan-ghat. it was at a plase far removed from Mathura 
Which stands on the same side with Barshin and Danghat. If wa 

pof milk by дор» of Brinda- 
cannot stand asa cr 








1937] ^ VISIT TO BRIXDABAN 215 


suggestion. Then also falls through the convequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamana. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vainnavae 
of Rrindaban would invent » myth. it was done sapernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. A parallelism is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of а lotus. The closing of petals 
Means shortening the distance and opening up means its lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Bree 
Krishna. What cor t should we make on this ? 

The whole topography of the 
support the amours of Radha and Kris 
place the whole scene in Gukuls which, as I bave already said, lies to the 
еви of Мааса on tbe other bank of the Jamuna about four mules off 
According to the legend Nao la deserted Mahaban in Gokula and went 
to live in Nandagram ia Brajanandal followed by Br kubbing when 
Krishna was only а baby, Foc we baby to have taken part in the 
sports described by Bsn gall Vaishoava posts iva manifest impossibility, 
Besides, wo know Akrura, the mosenger of kog Kamoes, invited and 
took with him Keabna anl Balaram fron Nanlegran and not from 
‘Muhaban to Mathura to attead the * Dh aaury sos’ of Kapaa who wai 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishna. At the tims Akrura visited Ni 
gram in Brajamanlal Krishna was making love ro Кайна aad othe 
орі» an! porforcning various feats to astoaish his brother cuwbays, 
whole scene of the Krishna legend in connection with bis love 
making to Radha requires to be placed in Drojwnandal and wot in 
Gokla, considering the location of the place, unless we take the he'p 

of divine dispensation. To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
mise all the local identification of places and find out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radha-Krishna legend ? 

The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Hadha and Krishna by the side 
‘of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda aa | Navkakbanda of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other posts if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindsji and Gopinath. 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 
them the temple of Sahaj temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankubehari, Hadha-Damolor, andar, Radbaballav, Redban 
Gokulananda, Holkar mplo, Lala Babu's (ері 
besides Tarakum «bat, Sringar-bat, Tontul-tala, 
Jamuna Polin, Kaliya Daman, Brahma Kunda, Nidhuban and 
Nikunjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, Madanmahan as we 
have said was installed by Si In this temple muny 
relics of Chaitanya Dey and h Unfortunately. the 
original images of Madaomoban and Radtaraui are not to be found as 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Karauli. ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madhu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda nportant one. The temple of Govinda, though 
Roja of Jaipur has Bengali association. It îs a remarkably 
tecture. The temple of Rodbarnman 
bas associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami, The temple of Gokul 
manda possesses the memory of Loken: 
tions with Nitya 
(Tamarind tree shade) of + lai Under the shade of thin 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev used to ө brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditatiog about Lord Kru 








looking the Jamuna. The 


and the Radbaballay templo of the Bullavi sect also deserve mention. 
‘The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family aro 
remarkable for their beauty, It may be mentioned hero thi 

alt the images in various temples are remarkably handsome, ТЫ 
temples of Balaji and Беи anil specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the grandest in Brindaban, This temple of Sethji ina very fine 
specimen of Hindu temple-building. “Ite type in South-Intian and the 
Bouth-Lndiaa priests prevail there, The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though he was not а South-Indian ит it bears 

of that side as bis Gura came from that part of India. 

built at ва enormous cost and maintains a batch of 108; 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Sone Tal дае" (golden pal Ite height i» abt twenty- 
two feat from the base aad looks very impressive, Episodes from 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
the images ly executed, The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named ltanganatb. The temple of Bahaji 
has ono very special peculiarity. Tho marble pillars supporting the 
roof aie zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
type, ‘These рге sed us by the wassiseness of their costly stone» ax 
well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution. 
А fow remarks may now be mide as regards the Vaienava theology 
8 the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Brindaban, The Bengali 
'aisnavas belong to that group of tho Vaisnavas known a» the Gaudiya 
Vaismavas, ‘Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev himself. 
As is well known at first the God Vishnu was worshipped by tbe Vain- 
mavas as the very name of the sect indicates. Then the idea of*' Avatar" 
or incarnation came to tbe foreground and so we get first Пата as a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full incarnation of Visbou among 
many of his incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the non- 
bolioving sinners. Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to Lave been wa incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Visbnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rawa those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dev require our clove investigation, Among the various 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
‘of the devotees are the “*Aiswaryye,”’ "Guna" and **Madhuryya Masa. 
"The noo-Bengali people of India seem to bave been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. ‘Thus we 
бид in the Up-country the Hama сой has more votaries than that of 
Krisbna cult. *Aisworyya” connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
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flock to worship her on certain days as they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Mudboryya 

t there aro two views in ite connection. 
"Parnkiya" and 














not be cultivated adequately by a man with his own wife (Swakiya). 
which involves 
kiya view. The 
Майды! sect to which he belonged was originally а Sooth-Indian. sect. 
Hie connection with thin sect ax well ax bis liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom he bada famous conversation abont the 
“Madhura Rasa” seem to have somo influence over Ch 
establishing the "*Parakiya"" theory among 
hie followers of Bengal were known os the Gaodiya Vaisnavas, 

‘The chis temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Brindaban an- refor- 
Ted to before ja that of Madanmoban. The Bengali seem to ty 
forgotten Madlabendra Puri who fest found the image of Gopal at 
Brindabsn locality and to whose rect (Maddhi) Chaitanya Dev. himself 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and his followers, In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to bo found 
while in most cares we shall mise the sane in nou-Bengali temple». 
Now as cveryboly knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
dwip, Puri and Drindaban—Navadwip is more amo. 
the name of Chaitanya Dev thongh Puri saw him aea. 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban wax only 
casually visited by him. Во, however mvch importance Chaitanya: 
Dev bimself attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were sotinfied with 
lis personality and did not think much of that place, ‘The importance 
Which the Gaudiya Vainnavas attaches to the place зе tore in connec 
tion with Chaitanya Dey and hi» followers, especially the Goswamis, 
than. with the Radlıa Krishna legend. 

‘To the idealista of ""Parakiya^ the introduction of Radha was- 
essential. She wax not the wife of Krishna in ber earthly relmioprhip 
und the love-adventures of the two, ris., Radba and Krisbon are Mow 
trative of the “Parakiya™ theory of the Bengali Vainnavas, Them ie 
ове subordinate element—e kind of subcurrent—furnisbed intheepi- — 




































ade of lovemaking by. avali, the chief rival of Radba in con 
nection with Krishna, Krishna | s ue time visit Hadbe come, 
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say many things about the two, even of their previous amours in heaven. 
Tt is ре in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirtan, that thi 

Chendravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support view. At Brindaban по trace 
of Chandravali ha» been found, but we find Radha every 


tomple. ‘Radharani* ie the term which ie on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban, 















To the Vaienavas of otber provinces the injunction of the six 
Goswami bave little value, Even a sect of the modern Vaianayns of 
Bengal bave diwlaimed the infallibility of the Gorwamis. ‘They are 
tho present "Gaudiya Math’ people of Bengal. They are пом trying 
to bave a stable footing at Beindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya prosehors are the Sahwjiyse. Т scented a considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded эк a centre of Valenava coltore and learning the place i» 
not very progressivo. However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
auspices of the Gandiya Vaisnavar ix doing some good to the Vaienavn, 
poblis. But ite shortness of funds snd lack of publie sympathy made vw 
have misgivings regarding it» future. The school is ron mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Breejut Kaminikumar Ghesh and his worthy son 
Dr. Gaurapadn Ghorh (both residente of Brindaban) who dererve our 
unstinted praise. We visited thir schoot and found to our sativfa tion 
that the nuthorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
Koran (Grammar) and another fer Darren (Phitorophy). Of course 
both are tought on Veienava lines. ‘The Harinsmamrita Vyakeren ond 
Harî Bhakti-Bitas are the two books of this reboo! read by pupil. We 
Attended one Kiran party organised at the house of Sreejaty Nitai Dae ` 
und Brindaban Das, Nite Due iw ably editing the Chaitanya Charita-' 
mirita of Krishna. Das Kaviraj which be showed 10 os We could not 
Мий very many parties of Kirtan at the place and «o are hardly cony- 
petent to give any opinion aboot them, 

In every speaker at Brimnban we found great enthorinem in 
explaining the rectarian dogma to strangers, often embellihed by 
iral elemerts. Tn these stories wonderful dreams figured mort 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our owa literature made 
us compare them by a visit to the place for elem cortain problems 
from our first-hand knowledge. Tn more sense than оре our visit to 
the place was a success and for thie we are grateful to our present 
ice-Chancellor, Yet we bad our disappoirtments too. People who 
come to Brindaban to вее holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal. 
In the open fields they have to live in tents and shift from place to 
place. Бо! it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
Jte, Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied by 
visiting the main temples of the town of Brinda д leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the ballow мате of 
Radha- Krishna for à future batch to visit. 

We went to Mathura on а flying. visit on Wednesday, tbe 21 
October only for a day. What we saw there did not imprees ux moch. 
We could visit only а few important temples and. ghats. The ghats are 
Mathura's speciality, Unlike Brivdsban the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine għata. 
Here also the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it, Among the temples visited by us were those of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjanath, Kemeawardan, Kalbbairab, Dhruba, Bali 
and Saptari and among the ghats, those of Riam Ghat and 
Dhruba G At Bisam Gbat we witnessed that very interesting 
ceremony tbe “arati” of the Jamuna. For want of time some of ne 
‘could not visit Bhuteswar Mabadev* and Redba Kund (22 milos from 
Mathura). Near the laiter, Krisbnadas Kaviraj wrote his immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. The Dan-ghat is also situated ва we have said 
before, in thia locality. The chief temple with rome air of grandeur 
Ww that of Dwarksnath. Tbe other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we could pot study carefully 
‘the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Mureum, Тһе Gaudiya 
theology has fad to strike any deep root at Mathura. Тһе 
Gaudiya Vaishnavas bare very little hold on the people of the 
town, aud a» a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
ed |. , Chaitanya Dev end his followers seem to bave made 























































at thin place. Even the cult of Krbbna bas very 


nu Seeger 
EIE ns Set he the 









1937] ^ VISIT TO BRINDADAN 221 


little “Madhura Rasa” in it, a» Krishna io “Aiwaryya™ iw being 
shown aM over the town. ‘Thus in place of Radha, Kobje and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, eis., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tilà Vishnu with four arms with Sankha, Chakra, Gada and 
Padma fgur not Krishoa with bis fute. From what I have sen 
in Brindaban-Mathura locality may T that after tbo demine of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswaiais found it hard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theulogy and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuuble literary productions to Bengal—ihoi own land—for preserva- 

Were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we сар 
guess from the present condition of Drindaban. 

We would lave been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus- 
eripta but unfortunately could secure nne. We beard valuable Vaisti- 
mava Wanuseripts may be found in the temple of Ralha-Dumodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver, Bo 
they are dificult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
doy to possess them for the Бебі of Vaishnava scholars of Bengal, 

In thin connection I would like to point out that double may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending students of this 
Department outside Bengal sod not confine their educational activities 
Within the bounds of this province. ‘The condition of Bengali langeuge 
and literature does not warrant auch doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature "contains. Of 
course attention should more be confined to places and regions within 
Bengal for this purpose. 
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UST on the eve of the Puj r I started for Brindaban. 
with a party of nine stude ing 1o the Bixth Year Indian 
Vernaculars Department of the Caleutta University via Henares and 
Agra. ‘The object of the tour was to combine the pleasures of an 
in connection with the Vaianava period 
nd T spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twolve days at my disposal for ро pose. 
We broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindsban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting коте places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention, I may mention, 
in this connection, the temples of Viewanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
Y was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hinds in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time 1 
happened to visit Puri-Bhubaneswar locality with a batch of students 
belonging to the Indian Verna ulare Department just as this year I 
visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva colt 
wad preserve amociations of Buddhism and Jainism whieh to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindo cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
And to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares be had a similar rival in Buddha himself ín the neighbouring 
Village of Mrigadava lster on known as Sarnath, This place was 
choven by Buddha hiniself ax his first preaching centre. In spito of 
“Wis best efforts perhaps he did not achieve any appreciable success. 
"The Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief reason ix 
snot fur lo seek. Orissa han certain folk-lore similar to the foll-ronigs of 


tical domination developed - common ta of 
vio, beving d M te 
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Benares than to Orissa for it» religious inspiration. Hence, Benares 
became a grent centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. This happened 
to wich an extent that the Bengali eradually began fo sottle at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
an adjunct of Bengal. Under the circumstances. the Bivayana 
1 ture of Bengal has very little to do with the traditions of the 
god of Перм though the Anbadamangal of Bharat Chandra has 
many references to the god and the place, As regarde Sarnath the 
Mupendous stupa and the excavations around, inflamed the agin stion 
of the studonta and made them think of the past greatness of Indis. 
Tho same, however, cannot be of the recent architecture and 
paintings of Mulagandhakuti-vihara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to a certain Ceylonese organisation. The fresco-paintings hore were 
executed by 1 ted Japanese artist, Mr. Nosha. These seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the keal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
in for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, There, 
we рамей two days in sight-seeing. ‘The finn Moghul architecture and 
soulptore presented in the Tejmabal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Tüimadod-daullah aod Fatebpar-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also ad 
mird the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place 
"There may not be any conection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their. coltural vale is immense. The beautiful queen 
‘of the Mavsoleams, the Taj, created an impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten. "The Sikandra, a few miles off from the tow 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Ttimadud-daullah, as its name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
daullah CNorjaban’s father) and of bis family. All these fine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
artis relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
arts. Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known a» the Buland- 
‘Durwaza with huge flights of stairs cannot escape one's notice. The 
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deseribed in our Bengali 


Jaltungi pillars, courtyard and compounds 
literature. Our literature describes a combi 
Saraceniec art in the construction of towns and buildings, as a natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Telamie role in 
Bengal 











ro left Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Briodaban in spite 
of occasional stoppages was ex However, we reached 
‘our destination safely or nearly six days. 
and we finished oar work ich as possible with haste within thin 
sbort time. On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the МуШе land of Lord Krisbna. The prosent 
Brindaban ie а small town with narrow streets and Janes and closely 
packed buildings, Tho town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-Infeated Jamuna but now the river receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening «pace. 
Brindaban posseaser some fino temples, relies and associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
ult which deserve our close attention, specially as we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisna: 
Regarding the topography of the place we sbould make it clear 
t the present town of Brindabsa is situated in the region called 
атара! which i about 84 crores in cireumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Matharamandal, Madhuban or Surasena 
country ax it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana могу ax the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughoa, whore family heace- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hantly two tandred and fifty years old 
and its formar name was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
are much older than its present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century, Both the towns of Mathura and Beind aban stand on 
‘the mmo bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
once oceupiod opposite banks as some scholars would have us believe. 
‘of Brindaban ix only six miles fo the west of the 
On the opposite bank | ‘of Mathura some four miles - 
ot Gokula. According to а local tradition 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by ede in Gokula. One of thom 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) end the other was 
Brikablisnu (father of Sree Radba). Ni '& place wax known 
as Mababan while Beikabhanu’s place was known a» Raul where Radha 
was burn, Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
when stolen from the we of Kamm, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within жэ short a distance from Mathura only the 
river Jamuna intervening. So, lu Gokula and established 
himself at а place called after him Nandagr whieb was about 22 
miles (rom Mathura, Brikibhanu айо changed his place and settled 
within threo miles from N Brikabhanu’s new place 
wine known ax Паевнд, ‘axe win. 
Brajsnandat and aro situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same side, The Danahat (it, 
‘Toll-cotlecting Ghat) associated with sports with Radha on a. 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathur inde to ite esst and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan, Both the Dan ghat оо th» Jamana and the G ibar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town, The whole 
region of Brajamandal, a« wo were told, ls full of pasture landa, and 
some parta of it, aa seen by us, corroborate this fact 
It in very difficalt to reconcile the dilfereat theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandaland Mathuramandal. Sore scholars would 
say that the river originally flowed between the towns of Drindaban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
changing its course, Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
ог corroborate it although there are some signs of erosion aod slight 
chances in the course of the river. Some would resent even the very 
home of Radha a fictitious and of later introduction while our 
Vainnava lyrical literaturo depende on her existence. nut only spiritoally 
bot also physically to illustrate ** parakiyi "". amours of Radha-Krisbna. 
Even admitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Brindaban will never agree to ber carrying milk-pail to Mathura 
‘was a princess and her father was supposed to have been more power- 
Nanda, If at all sho carried the milk-pail and met Sron 
Dan-ghat. it was at a place far removed from Mathura 
Dan-ghat. I we 
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suggestion, ‘Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Вен Vainnavas 
of Brindaban would invent a myth.—that it was done sopernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. A paralloliam ix drawn with 
the opening and closing of petale of a lotus. The closing of petals 
means shortening the distance and ope ans ite lengtbening, 
All of course wı 
Krishna. Wh 

"The whole topography of the place as it 
support the am urs of Radha and Krishna on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene ia Gokul» which, аз I have already «aid, lies to the 
еам uf Mathura он the other bank of the Jamuna aout fou 
According to the lezend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gol 
to live in Braja lal followed by Ве. каравы when 
Krishna was only ө baby, Por a mse baby to bave taken part ia the 
aports described by Bon ali Vaishnava poets is à manifest impossibility, 
Besides, we know Аксага, the mesenger of king Kamss, invited snd 
took with him Krishoa ant Balaram fro Nan lagen and not from 
Mababan to Mathura to atteod the * Disnurysjne’ of Kamsi who was 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishna. At the tims Akrara visited Nanda. 
gram in Beajamaadal Krishna was making love to Radha aad otber 
Gopis an! porforaing various feats 1» astonish his broiher cowbuys. 
Go the whole scene of the Kristina legend in connection with bin lov 
making to Radha requires to be placed in Beajamandal and uot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the һер 
of divine dispensation. To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radha-Krishna legend ? 

"Тһе basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of айа and Krishna by the side 
of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhands an! Naukakbanda of Sre-Krishna-Kictan attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Brindaban, as it stands to-day, owes its origin to 
the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaismava sints known 
as the Vaisnava Goswamis, How Sanatana built his fest temple 

of Madanmoban with the belp of a merchant jsa story even now: 
puc co edet, After this temple many others 
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followed, the chief of which aro those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 
thom the temple of Sabaji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankubebari, Radba-Damodar, Syausondar, Radbaballav, Redbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarskumar's Asam, Adwaita-bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul 
Jamuna Pulin, Kalis Damao, Bralua Kunda, Nidhuban 
deserve special notice, Of the above, Madaam 
Hed by Banatana Goswami, Io this te 
itanya Dev and bis followers are found. Unfortunately, the 
‘original images of. Madanmohan and Hadharaul to be found ан 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Kerauli, The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madbu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda is an important one. The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association. It ix a remarkably 
fine apocimen of Hindu temple arcbitecture. The ten 
ssocialions with Gopal Bhatta Goswami, 
nanda possesses the memory of Lokenai 
tions with Nityananda, “Adwaita-bat’ of Adu 
bade) of + haitanya Dev, 
lanya Ley used to sit during his brief visit to Ih 
about Lord Krishna and the place was once situated over- 
looking the Јаница. Tbe temple of Rtadha-Damodar bears reminis ^ 
conces of Jib. Goswami; the Baukubeheri temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbaballay temple of the Ballavi sect also deserve mention. 
The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beavty. Tt may be mentioned here that almost 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome, ‘The two 
temples of Babaji and Setbjî and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the gradest in Briodaban. This temple of Sethji is а very fine 
specimen of Hindu temple-buiding. Ita type is Souths Lut 
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courtyard i» coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
Р "во (golden palm tree). Tis hoight is abont 'wenty- 
two fest from the bate and look» very impressive. Episodes from 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
Ihe images are vellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
of course Krishna named Iang The temple of Bahaji 
опе very special arity. The marble pillars supporting the 
roof mo zigzag in appearance. Nowhere bavo we seen pillars of thie 
typo. These impro sed us by the massiveness of their costly stonon as 

well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their exocation. 
" А few remarks may now be тай 
and the position of the Bengali V 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas. ‘Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dav bimeelf, 
Aw ів woll known at (rst the God Viehau was worshipped by the Vai 
navas as the very name of the sect indwates, Then the idea of* Avatar 
or inearoation came to the foregrouod and «o we get first Rama 
port-iocarnotioo and then Krishna a» fall incarnation of Vishun among 
many of his incarnations, to «ave the world from the hande of the now 
b'hoving sinners. Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to have been un incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation, Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the grestest attention 
of the devotees are the “Alswaryya,'* “Guna” and **Madburyys Rasa,” 
"The non-Bengali people of Iodía seem to havo been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the later. Thus we 
find in the Üp-country the Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna eult. “Aiswaryya™ connotes power and fortune while Madhur 
me means love, Krishna of course possessen these two qualities in 
‘The non-Bengalis seem to bave more liking for the Aiswarya” 
pes та and so they revel in his exploits in Mathura, 
Dwaraka and inthe internecine struggte of the Kauravan and the 
‘ax. ‘The Bengalis on the otber hand are zealous supporters of the 































































РР. Пана" and tbey bave sbown their leanings to it ко much 
Г M they did not Bir end thee h 
Brindaban wben they the town. 
bmi existe only 3 miles off from Brindaban on the other 
being known as Belban where people 
м. » 
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flock to worship her on certain days ar they do pot like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madharyya 
quality we find that there are two views in its connection. Some 
uphold "Swokiya" view and some "Parakiya™ and "Madhura Rasa” 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnavas, it can- 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with bis own wife (Swukiya). 
This love-n should be done with "*Parakiya" which involves 
gteat е. Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiys view. "The 
Maddbi sect to which he belonged was originally а South-Indian sect. 
His connection with this sect ве well a his liking for Ramananda of 
the Decean with whom be bada famous eonvermtion about the 
“Madhura Rass” seem to bavo some influence over Chaitanya Devin 
establishing the "*Parikiya" theory among his followers. ‘Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known as the Gaudiya Vaienavan, 

‘The chief temple of the Bengali Vaisnavanat Brindaban ax refor- 
Ted 1o before ist of Madanmoban. The Bengalis seer to have 
forgotten Madbobendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose rect (Maddhi) Chaitanya Dov himself 
belonged. ‘They only remember Chaitanya 
every Bengali temple the deified image of 
























Now a» everybody knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
vee wdwip, Puri and Brindaban—Novadwip is more asso- 
elated with ibe pame of Chaitanya Dev tbough Pari sew him axa 
living God during the latter part of his life, while Brindaban we» only 
corunlly visited by him. So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dev himself attributed to Brindaban, his fullowers were satisfied with 
his personality and did not think much of shat place. ‘The importance 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnavas attaches to the place ye more in conneo- 
Aion with Chaitanya Dev and hie fellowors, especially the Gowwamis, 
than with the Radha-Krishna legend. 

‘To the idealiste of ^'Parakiya'" the introduction of Radhe was 
essential. She was not the wife of Krishna in ber eurtlıly relationship 
und the love-advantures of the two, eiè., Radha and Krisbos аге illus- 
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say many thing» about the two, even of their previous amours in heaven. 
Tris peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishma-Kirtan, that thi 
Ch*ndravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Drindsban 00 trece. 
of Chandravali bas been found. but we find Radha in every 
temple. ‘‘Radharani** is the term which is on the lips of everybody at 
Birindaban. 

"To the Vaienevas of other provinces the injunction of the «ix 
Goswamis have little value. Even э жее! of the modern Va ot 
Bengal bave disclaimed the infallibilits of the Goswamis. They are 
the prese, ауа Math" people of Bengal. They are now trying 
© a stable footing at Brindaban im spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly sttitnde of the Gandiya Vaisnavas. ‘The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preaebers ore the Sahnjiyae. Т scented a considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place in 
mot very progressive, However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya foonded under the 
auspices of the Gardiya Vaisnavas ix doing some good to the Vairnnye 
public, But ite shortness of funds and lack of public sympathy made us 
have misgivings regarding Иж future. The school is ron mainly ths 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumar Ghosb and his worthy ron. 
Dr. 'Gsorapada Ghosh (both residents of Trindaben) who deverve oor 
unstinted praise, We visited thin school and found to our жай tion 
iat the authorities have opened already two departments, ope for Vys- 

karan (Grammar) and another for Darran (Philorophy). Of coure 
both өте taught on Vaisnava lines. The Harinamamrita Vyakeron 40d 
‘Hari Bhakti Bilas are the two books of this reboot read by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the bouse of Sreejute Nital Das 
and Brindaban Dae. Nitai Das ie ably editing the Chaltanys Charita: 
rita of Krishna Dae Kaviraj which he sbowed to os We could not 
Visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are hardly còm- 
potent to give any opinion abont them. 

Tn every speaker at Brindaban we found great enthusiasm in 
‘explaining the rectarian dogmas to strangers, often embellished by 
state clomer ts. In these stories wonderful dreams figured mort 
3 cider алаар ioe iia Ra Sd 

in many waya. Before coming 
poe po etches ay car pm ea Aster rel 
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ces in our own literature made 
^em by a visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from ovr first-hand knowledge, In more sense than опе our visit to 
the place was a success and for this we are grateful to our present 
‘Vice-Chancellor, Yet we had our diseppoirtwents too. People who 
соте to Brindaban то see holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal, 
In the open fields they have to live in tents and shift from Place to 
place, But it requires time and money, of both of which we had very 
10е. Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satiafied by 
Visiting the main temples of the town of Birindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Hraja associated with the hallowed name of 
Radha Krishna for a future h to visit. 

We went to Maibura on a flying visit on Wednesday, the 21м 
What we saw there did not impres us much. 
i only a few important temples and ghats. The ghats aro 
Mathura's speciality. Unlike Bricdaban the town of Mathurs faces 
studded with fine ghots. 
is full of islets abd the railway bridge ix doing 
Among the temples visited by us were tbose of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjanath, Kamwamardan, Kalbhairsb, Dhruba, Bali 
. those of Mii Ghat and 
At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 

"' of the Jamuna. For want of time some of ns 
Bhuterwar Mabadev* and Redba Kund (22 miles from 
Near the latter, Krisbnadas Kaviraj wrote bin immortal 
- Tbe Dan-ghat is alo situated os we bave said 
‘The chief temple with rome air of grandeur 
jw that of Dwarkonath. The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we осой mot study carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Museum. The Gavdiya 
theology has (ited to strike any deep root at Майи. The 
Goudiya Vaishnavas have very little hok on tbe people of the 
town, and a» a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
ie very small. Chaitanya Dev end his followers seem to bave made 
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little "Madhura Kar in it, a» Krishna in "Aiewaryya" js being 
shown all over the town, Thos in place of Radha, Kubje and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and im two places, vis., Kubjanath and 
Dhroba-tilà Vishnu with four arms with Sankba, Chakra, Gadd and 
Райта figures and not Krishna with bis fote. From whot T soon 
in Brindaban-Mathara locality may 1 surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswamis found it hard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sept back their 
Yaluuble literary productions to Bengal—theie own land—for preserva- 
Пов ? They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
quens from the present condition of Beindaban, 

We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus- 
eripts but unfortunately could secure none. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava апше y be found in the temple of Raiha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswams) which is now in the hands ofa Receiver. So 
they are difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
doy to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of Ieagal. 

Tn this connection 1 would like to point out that doubts may lurk 
in the minda of some regarding the utility of sending students of this 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activiti 
within the bounds of thi» province. "Tbe condition of Bengali language 
and Iiteraturo does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening tbe outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusion® that our literature contains. OF 
course attention should more be confined to places avd regions within 
Bengal for this porpose- 
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A VISIT TO BRINDABAN 





UST on the eve of the Pujas last year I started for Brindaban 

with а party of nine studenta belonging to the Sixth Year Indian 
Vermacular Department of the Caleutin University eia Benares and 
Agra. ‘The object of the tour was to combine the р 
ex ursion with e in connection with the Vai 
of the Mediaeval D. ture and Т spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twelve days at tay disposal for рон pose. 

We broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindaban and spent 
nearly two da, edly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention, I may mention, 
in this connestion, the temples of Viewanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the ‘Twin Pillars 

sinek by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 

E contrast with that of the other peoples of Indis. Last time I 
happened to visit Pari-Bhobaneswar locality with a batch of studente 
belonging to the Isdin V Department just as this year T 

visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 

and preserve asociations of Budaliiem and Jainism which to soe extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Buubanewwar 

Jod to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 

Benares he had а similar rival in Buddha bimsel in the neighbouring 

Village of Mrigadava later on known ûs Saroath. This place war 

chosen by Buddha himself as his first preaching centre, In spite’ of 

- "im best efforts perhaps he did mot achieve any appreciable success, 
he Bengali Hindus patronise in а far greater degree the Siva of 
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Benarex than to Orissa for its religious inspiration. 
became a great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengal 
to ouch an extent that the Bengali gradually began to settle at 
large numbers and in course of time made the town 
hei of Bengal. Under the cireumstances, the Sivayana 
Jiteratore of Bergal hax very little to do with the traditions of the 
кой of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra has 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
stupendous stupa and the excavations around, inflamed the imagin stion 
of the students and mada them think of the past greatness of Тода. 
The same, however, cannot be said of the recent architecture nnd 
paintings of Mulngandhakuti-vihars (a neighbouring bwilding) belonging 
to а certain Ceylonese organisation. Tbe fresco.paintings bere ware 
vatedl by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Noshu. These seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy— 
is for connoisseurs to decido. 
ing Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, "There, 
же passed two days in sight-seeing. The (ine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture ns represented in tbe Tajmahal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Himndud-daullah and Patebpar-Sikri overwhelmed us. 





























There mny,not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
Miterature still their cultural valoe'is immense. "Tbe beautiful queen 
ofthe Mamoleums, the Taj, crested an impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten. ‘The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Itimadud-dautlab, as На name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
daullah (Nurjaban's father) and of hia family, All these fine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture, At Sikri the Moghol 
art Îs relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
arts, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Buland- 
Dutwaza with huge (lights of stairs cannot escape one's notice. ‘The 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds ibed in our Bengali 
literature, Our literature describes а combination of Hinda and Indo- 
Saracenie art in the construction of towns and buildings, aa в natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Telamie rule in 
Bengal. 













to BrinJaban in spite 
of occasional stoppages wis extromoly tiresome. However, wa reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly кіх days 
and we finished our work as much as possible with haste within this 
short time. On reaching the destination our dream wae somewhat 
shaken regarding, the уше land of Tord Krishna. The present 
Brindaban is a «mall town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 
fucked buildings, The town once stood on the very bank of ihe 
ed Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 

from the town leaving only a sandy waste in the intervening apace. 
Brindaban possesses somo fino temples, relics and associations 
(tome genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our lose attention, specially ax we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisnay 
Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamandal which i» about 84 crores in circumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Mthuramandal, Madhuban or Suraveoa 
country as it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura, Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story ав the 
place of Laban Daitya ovidently a non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
aod killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land for a long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town af Brindaban are hardly two bundred and fifty years old 
And its former namo was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
are much older than its present buildings and the town bagan to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century, Both the towns of Mathurs anit firind aban stand on 
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fs who lived side by mde in Gokuln. One of them 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sreo Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabhonu (lather of Sree Radba). Nanda Ghosh's plico war known 
орарга place was known as Raul where Radha 
fter keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
palace of Kama, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to romain within s> short a distance from Mathura only the 
tiver Jamuna intervening. Bo, be shifted from Gokala and established 
Himself at а place culled afier bim Nandagram which was about 22 
miles from Matbure. — Beikybh 
within three miles from Nanda 
was known as Hare! Bob Nandagram and Bardia are within 
Brojamandal and are situated along with Mathura on” the right bank 
‘of the Jamuna and therefore on the same side. "The Dan-zhat (lit, 
‘Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a. 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the towa of Urindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its east and in this locality ie situated tho traditional 
hillock Gobardhan, Both the Danghat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura tows, The whole 
region of Beajomanilal, as wo were toll, ix full of pasture lands, and 
some parta of it, ws seen by os, corroborate this fact. 

It ix very difficult to reconcile the diforeot theones reg udiaa the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal. Same scholars would 
may that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban 
‘and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
‘banging its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
or corroborate it although there are some sigas of erosion and slight 
ehonzes in the course of the river, Some would resent even the very 
mame of Radha as fiotitions and of later iotroduetion while our whole 
Vaisnava lyrical literature depends on ber existence not only spiritually 
bot also physically to illustrate “* parakiyà ™ amours pf Каа: сіно. 
Even wdmiting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Brindaban will never agree to ber carrying milk-pail to Mathura as sho 
was a princess aod bee father was supposed to have been | 
ful than Nanda. du эй ме кыны M Mica 
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suggestion. Thon also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnavas 
‘of Brindaban would invent а myth.—that it was done nopernaturally, 
and thereby the ance was covered, A parallelism is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of a lotus. The closing of petals 

nean« shortening the distance and opening up means ite lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krishna. What comment should we make on the ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands does not 
support the amours of Radha and Krisbna on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokul» which, ay I have already said, lies to the 
east of Mathura: other bank of the Ji ına about four miles off, 
According to the legend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokula ond went 
to live in. Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Ве kabhing when: 
Krishna was only a baby. Por а mse baby to bave taken part in the 
sports described by Bangali Vaishnava poets is а manifest impossibility. 
Beau wo know Akrura, the messenger of kng Kami, invited nnd 
took with him Keishoa anl Balaram fron Nan lagrom and not from 
‘Mauhaban to Mathura to attend the * Disourysjna’ of Каржа who was 
ойша tely killed by Sree Keisha, At the time Akcura visited Nanda- 
gram in Besjamandat Krishna was making love to Radha and other 
рій ant performing various feats t» astonish his brother cowboys, 
Во the whole «cens of the Krishas legend in connection with love 
making to Radda requires to b» placed in Brajamandal and vot in 
Gokula, coasidering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensation, To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find oot new ones to 

support the senes of the fladba-Krishna legend ? 

Tho basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Madha and Krishna by the side 
‘of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an! Naukakbanda of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

‘Tho town of Brindaban, as it stands to-day, owes ite origin to 
the « of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaisnava saints known 
з ' Vaisnava |  Goswamis. How Sanatana built bis fuat temple 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govind: 
Besides these, there are handreds of oth 
them the temple of Sahaji. the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankubehari, Hadha-Damodar, Sysinsondar, Radbaballav, Radbaraman, 
Goklana temple, Tarash templo, Lala Hals 
. Sringar-bat, 
Jomana Puli 
Nikunjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, М 
installed by Sanatana In this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and bis followers are found, Unfortunately. the. 
original images of Madanmoban and Ladbaraut are not to be found ак 
they were long ago taken away by tbe Каја of Karavli, ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madbu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda i ja я де of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association, Tt is а remarkably 
peclinen of Hinda temple architecture. The templo of Radharaman 
ymsociations with Gopal Thatta Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
nanda powesses the memory of Lokenath, “Sringar-bat"* has associ 
Nityananda, " Adwaits-bat of Advaita and ""Tentul tala’ 
imd tree shade) of ‹ haitanye Dev ade of this 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev used to wit daring 
meditating about Lord Krubna and the pl 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Ita 
сепсев of Jib Goswami; the Bankubebari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbaballay temple of the Dallavi sect also drsorve mention. 
The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemiadar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned bere that alinost 
АП the images in various temples are remarkably handiome. The two 
temples of Sahaji and Sothji and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the grandest io Brindaben, This temple of Bethji in a very ûne 
specimen of Hindu temple-building. Its type is Sowb-Indian and the 
Bouth-Fodian priest» prevail there, The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though be was pot a Sovth-Indi«n hinself ik bears the stamp 


its annual celebration. 
indeed nimjestie creating 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 





“Sonir Tat gachb" (gollon palm tree), Ite beigbt is abt twenty 
two fost from the bae and looks very impressive: Episodes from 
Hindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and. 








tne images are marvellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Nangansib. Tha tomple of Sahaj 
has опо very special peculiarity, "Tue marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere bave we seen pillars. of this 
typo. "These impre sed us by the massiveness of their costly stones as 
woll a» by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution. 
А few remarks may now be made as regards the Vaistava theology 
And the position of the Bongali Vaisnavas in Brindaban, ‘The Bengali 
Vaiss belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as tho Gandiya 
Vaisnavas Tho origi p wax Chaitanya Dev himself. 
As in well known at fest the God Vishnu was worshipped by the Val 
navas as the very name of the sect indi Then the ideaof'* Avatar’ 
ог incarnation came to the foregrovad and ко we get first Hara ax a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full jncarnation of Vishnu among. 
many of his incarnations, to save the worl non- 
believing sinners. Last of all came C! 
believe to bave been au incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Hama those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation. Among the varlooe 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees are the "Aiewaryya;" "Guna" and **Madluryyn Rasa.” 
‘The non-Bengali people of Todis seem to bave been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with tbe latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult bas more votaries Ui 
de cult. "Aiswaryya"" connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
means love, Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
Ma. ‘The non-Bengalis seem to have more liking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krishna and so they revel in bie exploite in Магы, 
Dwaraka and in the foternecine struggle of the Kaurnyas and the 
Pandavas, ‘The Bengalis on tho other band are zealous eopporters of the 
7 Itasa" and they bave shown their leanings to it so much 
ко tha "bey did mot allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
Brindaban when they found ihe to»n, Ака renult a 
tea a а ‘only 3 miles off from Brindaban on the otber 
being known ss Belban where people - 
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flock to worship ber on cortaiu days a» they do not like to 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quelity we find that there are two views in ite connection, Bom 
uphold "Ewakiya view and «ome “*Parakiya" and “Madhura Tosa’ 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vainnavan, it сав. 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with bis own wife (Swakiyay, 
This love-making should be done with "'Parakiya"" which involves 
great risk and sacrifice. Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiya view. ‘The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged was originally а South-Tndian sect 
His connection with this sect as well ак his liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom be bad a famous conversation about th 

‘Madhura Rasa" seem to bave some influence over Chaitanya Dev 
establishing the “Parakiya™ theory among bie followers, Henceforth 
bis followers of Bengal were known эк the Gandiya Vaisnavas, 

‘The chif temple of the Kiongali Vaienavas at Brindaban as refer- 
Ted to before is that of Madsomoban. The Bengalis seem to bave 
forgotten Madtabendes Pati who frst found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose sect (Mahi) Chaitanya Dey hitmelf 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and hie followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
while in most cares we shall mise the same in noo-Bengali temples. 
Now ан everyboily knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
smavae—Navodwip, Puri amd Brindaben—Navadwip is more amo- 
ciated with the mame of Chaitanya Dev though Por) saw him as a 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban was only 
carually visited by him, So, however much importance Choitanys 
Dey himself attributed to Brindaban, his followers were satisfied with 
bis personality and did not think mach of thet place. Tbe importance 
which the Gaudiya Valanavas attaches to the place зя more in connec: 
tion with Chaitanya Dey and bis followers, especially the Goswnmis, 
than with the Radhe-Krishna legend. 

Fo the idealists of "Parakiya" the introduction of Radha was- 
mentia. She was not the wife of Krisbna iu ber earthly relationship 
























and the loveadventures of the two, vis., Radha and Krishna aro dlu 
ies be ree theory of tbe Bengali Vaisnavas, There iw 
elementa of subou rent—furniebed bn the epi- 
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sny many thing» about the two, even of their previow 
1t i те in the Bengali poetical work Krielina- 
Chendravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Brindoban no trace 
of Chandravali has been found, but we find Radha fu every 
temple. "'Redharani lerm which i» on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban. 












Bengal have disclaimed the infallibitity of the бон 





They are 
the present Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. ‘They are now trying 
to bave a stable footing at TWrndsben in spite of the somewhat 
unfriondly attitude of the Gundiya Vaienavas. The extreme wing of 
the Parskiya preachers are the Sahajiyss. Т scented в consideratie 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know moch 
of them for obvious Qimrultien. 

Regarded a» а centre of Vaisnava culture and learning tbe place i». 
‘not very progressive. "However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
anypices of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas ix doing коте good to the Vaienuva. 
public, But ite shortness of funds and Tack of public sympathy made o» 
have misgivings regarding ite future, ‘The school i» run mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghosh Moth residents of Trindaban) who deserve our 
unstinted praise, We visited this school and found to our satisfe tion 
‘That the nurborities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
karan (Grammar) and another for Daran (Pbitorophy). Of course 
both ore taught on Vwismava lines. ‘The Harinamamrita Үз ы 
Hori Bhakti-Bilas are the two books of this rebool read by pupite, We 
attended one Kirtan party organised qt. the bouse of Sreejuts Nitai Daw 
and Brindaban Dax. Nitai Dos js ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
rita of Keishnn Das Kaviraj which he showed to os We соо! not 
vinit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are bardly com- 
petent to give any opinion about them, 

Tn every speaker at Brindaban we found great enthusiasm in 
exphining the sectarian dogmas to strangers, offen embellished Uy 
opernatural elemer ta. In these stories wonderful dreams figured most 
û trees talked. Ве that as H may, my four with tbe studente. 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our own literature made 
е compare thom by a visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from our first-hand knowledge. In more senso than one our visit to 
the place was a success and for thi» we are grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor. Yet we bad our disappointments too. People who 
come to Brindaban to see boly places visit the whole of Lrajarowndal, 
Tn the орев fields they have to live in tents and shift from place to 
Place. But it requires time and money, of both of which we һай very 
little. Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied. by 
visiting the main temples of the n and leaving the 
Arcadian country of firmis associated with the hallowed ne of 
Radka Krishna for a future batch to visit. 

е went to Mathura on a flying visit on Wednesday, the 21st 
October only for a di What we saw there did not imprors us much. 
We could visit only а few important temples and ghats. The ghots are 
Unlike Brindeben the town of Mathura fuces 
whole length of jt in studded with fine ghats. 
Меге also the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it. Among the temples visited by ua were those of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjanath, Karpeamardan, Kalbbairab, Dhrobs, Bali 
and Suptarsi and among the ghats, those of Hiram Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat, At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
ceremony the "'arati of the Jamuna, For want of time some of ue 
could not visit Bhuterwar Mobadey* and Radba Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura), Near the lotter, Krisbondas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrite, The Dan-ghat i» also situated as we have raid 
before, in thin locality. ‘The chief temple with rome air of grandeur 
is that of Dwarkanath. Tbe other temples are but peor specimens 
ef Mindu architecture, We regret we oculd not моду carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Mueum. Tho Gandiya 
“theology bas failed to strike any deep root at Mathura, The 
Gaudiya Vaisbnavas bave very little hold on the people of the 
town, ond a» a matter of fact, (be Bengali population at Mathura 
le very small, Chaitanya Dev rod bis followers seem to baye made 
no impression at this place. Even the cult of Krhhn has very 
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little “Madbura Rasa” in it, as Krishna in “‘Aiswaryya” ia being 
shown all over the town. Thos in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, pis., Kubjanath and 
Dirba: tila Visbnu with four arms with Sankha, Chakra, Gadā and 
Padma figures and not Krishna with bie futo. From what I have seen 
in Brindaban-Mathura locality may T surmise that after tbe demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pari, the Goswamis found it bard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and во being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Beugal—theie own land—lor preserva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their spprebensions as wo cam 
guess from the present condition of lirindaban. 

We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava menus- 
cripta but unfortunately could secure none. Wo henrd valuable Vaish- 
nava manuveripla may be found in the temple of Hwlha-Dimodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) whicb is now in the hands of a Reveiver. So 
they are difficult to procure but we bope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the benefit of Vaishnava scholars of Byagal, 

To this connection I would like to point out that doubts may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending »tudente of this 
Department outside Benga! and not confine Deir educational activities 
within the bounds of this province, ‘The condition of Bengali language 
nd literature does not warrant such doubts. Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help ia the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our Titeratwe contains. Of 
couree attention should more be confined to places and regione within 
Bengal for this purpose: 
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year 1 started for Brindaban 
to the Sixth Year Indian 
niversity eio Benares and. 
nbine the pleasures of an 
‘ies in connection with the Vaisnava period. 
literature and Т spared no pains to uti the 
brief period of twelve days at my disposal for purpose. 

We broke journey ut Benares on our way to Brindaban and spent 
hurriedly g some place» of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this eonnestion, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars. 
I was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India, Last time I 
happened to visit Puri-Bhubaneswor locality with a batch of students 
belonging to the Indian Verna.ulare Department just as this year T 
visited Benares Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 
and preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhobaneswar 
had to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Üdayagiri while at 
Henares ho bad а similar rival ia Вона himself in the neighbooring 
village of Mrigudava later on known a» Sarnath. This place war 
chosen by Buddha himself as his first preaching centre, To spite of 
his best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success. 
‘The Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar, Its chief reason is 
“not far lo seek. Orissa hax certain folk-lore similar to the folk-rongs of 
Bengal їо honour of Siva. Benga) and Orissa bring for a pretty long 
time under one political domjoation developed many common points of 
culture and religion having drawn their inspiration from the Non- 
Aryan South, But when the outlook changed and the agricultural 
god iva of Bengal became folly Aryanised, Bengal looked more to 








with a ра! 
Vernuculars Dopa 
Agra, "The object of the tour was to с 
on with 
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Benares than to Orissa for ite religious inspiration. Hence, 
became n great centre of pilgrimage for Ње Bengal 
to mich an extent that the Bengali erodi 
Benares in large numbers and in course o 


Henares 
‘This happened 
ly began to settlo at 
time made the town 
an adjunct of Mengal, Under the cireumstances, the  Bivayann 
literature of Bengal bas very little to do with the traditions of the 
кой of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra bas 
many references to the god and the place. Ay regards Sarnath the 
stupendous stupa and the excavations ground, inflamed the imagin tion 

m think of the past greatness of India. 


























ndbakuti-vibara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
бо a certain Сеуіовеме organisation. The fresco-paintings here were 
xeented by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr, Nosha. ‘Those seemed 
‘excellent indeed, bat whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
Rehool of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
is for connoisseurs to decide 
Leaving Benares wo reached Agra on the 15th October. ‘There, 
же passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture a» represented in the ‘Tajmabal, Agra Fort, Sikaodra, 
Ttimadvd-dauliah and Fatebpur-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also ad- 
mind the workmanship it some other minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their cultural value Î» immense, ‘The beautiful quoon 
‘of the Mausolevms, the Taj, created an impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten. "The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Ttimadud-daullab, as its name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadad- 
daullab (Nurjahan’s father) and of bis family. Al-those fine buildings 
аге splendid monnmente of Moghul architecture, At Sikri the Moghul 
art in relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
‘arte. Besides, the stopendous gate of Bikri known as the Buland- 
Dorweza with boge flights of stairs cannot escape one’s notice. The 
a" ae overlooking the Taj contain many reminis- 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds as described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes а combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Baraceo е construction of towns and buildings, a natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Telamio rale in 
Bengal. 

We left Agra on Satarday, the 17th 
same evening. Tha whole journey from I 
of occasional stoppages was extremely tiresome. 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly кіх days, 
hed our work posible with haste within this. 
Ор rei ng the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllio land of Lord Krishna. The present 
Brindabsn i» а small town with narrow streets and lapes and closely 
packed buildings. Tbe town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-infy mune but now the river has receded. considerably 
from the town leaving only a sandy waste in the intervening space. 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relic and ausoolations 
fn connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisnavien. 

Regarding the topography of the place we sbould make it clear 
M the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference, ‘The locality 
was under the Kings of Muthuramandal, Madhuban or Burasena 
country as it remains to-day ander the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story ax the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а non-Aryan chief, who waa defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Sairaghna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 
[present town of Brifdaban are hardly two bundred and fifty years old 
And its formar vamo was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
аге much older than it» present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century. Both the towns of Mathura and Brind aban stand on 
‘the same bank of the Jamuna and there i» nothing to prove that they 
‘once occupied opposite banks as some scholars would bave ux believe. 
"The town of Brindaban is only six miles to the west of the 






















(some genuine and some spurion 



























town of Mathurs, On the bank of Mathura some four miles 
ло tho east lies the locality of According to а local tradition 
bee ae S a - 
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there were two chiefs who lived side Бу aide in Gokuls. Опо of thom 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabbonu (farber of Sree Radha). Nanda Ghosh's place was known 
as Mababan while Brikabbanu's place was known a» Raul where Radha 
Nanda, after keeping baby Bree Krishna in his custody 
when stolen from the palace of Kaisa, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within өэ short a distance from Mathura only the 

na intervening, lished 
himself at а placo called alter am which was about 22 
miles from Mathura. Brikablianu also change! his place and settled 
within three mites from Nana's Beilkablianu’s new place 
was known as Harel and Hardin ace within 
Brsjumwndal and are 



































le. The Din-zbat (tit, 

Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a 
boat, bout 19 miles to the wost of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Moth the Dan-ghat on the Jamona and the Gubar- 
baa are over twenty-two miles from Mathura towo. The whole 
region of Brajamandal, as we were toll, is full of pasture lands, and 
seen by us, corroborate this 

to reconcile the different theories regarding the 

Some scholars would 

ndaban 

and Mathura and now both occapy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substan 
although there are some signs of erosion aol alight 

shonges in the course of the river. Some would resent oven the very 
mme of Radha as Gutitious and of later introduction while our whole 
va lyrical literature depends on her existence "not only крїгїї айу 

‘but also physically to illustrate "е parakiyā "amours of Каћа Кено. 
Even admitting that tbere wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
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falls through the consequent amours of Radba- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnavas 
‘of Brindaban wouhl invent э myth,—thot it was done sapernatarally, 
and thereby the distance was covered, А pacallelisın in dawo with 
the opening and closing of petals of a lotus. The closing of petals 
moans shortening the distance aad opening up means ite lengthening. 
All of coursa was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Bree 
Krishna, What comment should we make on th ? 

"The whole topography of the place as it now stands doe» not 
support the amours of аһа and Krishoa on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokula which, as I have already said, lies to the 
east of Mathura on the other bank of the Jamuna aboot four miles off. 
According to the legend Nan la dewrted Маһаһап in Gokula and went 
to live in Nandagram in Brajansodal followed by Br.kabbānu when 
Krishna was only a baby. or ۾‎ ine baby to have taken part in the 
doscribod by Hn ili Vaishoava poste is a manifest impossibility. 
wo know Akrara, the messenger of kog Кац invited wad 
took with him Kehna ant Balsam fron Nan lagram and not from. 
Mahaban to Mathura to attend the * D'rinary пъ" of Kapsa who was 
ultiiaately killed by Sree Krishi At the time Akrura visited Nanda- 
gram in Besjamandal Krishna was making Iove to Radhe and other 
дэр» ап! performing various feats ty astoaish his brother ouwbays. 
So the whole scene of the Krishna legend in connection with bis love 
making to Radha requires to bs placed in Brajamandal and uot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensation, ‘To account for things, iw it reasonable to di 
miss all the local identification of places and find ош new ones to 
support tbe scenes of the Radlia-Krishna legend ? 

The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on thes 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila? of Hadba and Krishna by the ride 
of and ов the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an? Naokakbanda of See-Krishna-Kirtaa attributed to 

one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poete if we do not admit their 
асра with them вага? 
` "Ple town of Brindaban, as it stands to-day, owes il» origin to 
the efforts of Sanatana aud other Bengalî Veismava mints known 
X MUTET M How Sanatens built bis first temple 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath 
Besi, these, there are hundreds of other temples, Awong 
them the temple of Sabaji. the temple of Sethji, the templos of 
Bankubebari, Radha-Damodar, adbaballay, Rodbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holk le, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides "Tentl-tala, 
Jamuna Nidhuban and 
Nikuojaban, deserve special notice Modanmohan ax wo 
have sald was installed by Sanatana Goswami. Tn this templo many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and his followers are found, Unfortunately, the 
original images of Madanmohao and Hadbarani are not to be found as 
they were long ago taken awey by the Raja of Karauli. The temple of 
Gopinath attriboted to Madhu Pandit ard associated with the family 
of Nityananda is an inportant one. ‘The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association. It is a remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. "The temple of Radharaman 
has associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
Sriogac bat” 
tions with Nityansnda, ‘“Adwı of Adw: and “Te 
(Tamarind tree shade) of * baitanya Dev. Under the shade of this 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev used to his brief visit to Dirindaban, 
meditatiog aboot Lord Krishna and the place was once. inted over- 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis. 
€ences of Jib Goswami; tbe Bankubebari temple of tbe Nimbarka sect 
and the ftadhabaliav temple of the Ballavi seot also deserve mention. 
Tho images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family aro 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned bere that alinoxt 
all the images in various temples aro remarkably handsome, ‘The two 
temples of Sabaji and Sethjt and specially that of Bethji may be said to 
bê the grandest in Briodaban, This temple of Setbji is a very fine. 
specimen of Hindu temple-bariding. Па type is South-lodian and the 
South-Indian priests prevail there. The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth, ‘Though he was not a South-Indian himeelf it bears the stamp 
of that side ая bis Guru came from that part of India. ‘Thin temple was 
built at ^u enormous cow and maintains а batch of 108 priests, the 
exponen of tbe temple are Ra. 305 per diem. We had the fortune to 
0 j d ls am 
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courtyard is costed wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Sonar Tal дасы" (golden palin tree). Tis height ie about twenty- 
{wo feat from the bate and look» very impressive. Episodes from 
Шода mythology have been engraved on the stone walle all around aud 
Abe images are marvolionsly executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Rangansth, ‘The temple of Sahaji 
has one very special peculiarity. The marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
type. These impre sed us by tho inassivenese of their costly stones as 
well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution. 

А few remarks may now be mw regards the Vaisnava theology 
wnd the position of the Bengali У; & in Brindaban. "The Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Ози 
Chaitanya Dev himself, 
Ак is woll known at first the God Vishou woe worshipped by the Vais- 
masas as the very mi of the sect indicates. Theo tbe ideaof Avatar" 
or incarnation came to the foreground and so we get first Mama. 
part incarnatiop and then Krishna as full incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnations, to «ave the world from the hands of the non- 
believing sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe lo bave been ao incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
und Chaitanya Dev require our close in. Among the varioue 
qualities of God the two which bave attr 
of the devotees are the ‘Aiswaryy Guna" and ‘“Madicaryya Rasa.” 
‘The non-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult has more votaries than that of 
Krinbna cult.‘ Ainwaryya"* connotes power and fortune while " Madhu- 
тууа" moans love. Krishna of course possesses these (wo qualities in 
bim. "The noa-Bengalis seem to bave more liking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krishna abd so they revel in his exploite in Mathura, 
Dwaraka and in the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas. "The Bengalis on the other hand are zealous supporters of the 
"Madhuryya Hasa” and they bave shown their leanings to it ro much 
о that that they did not allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
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flock to worship her on certain days a= they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quality we find that there are two views in ite connection. Some 
uphold "Swakiya'* view and some *“Parakiya™ aod "Madhura Raya’ 
boing the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnaves, it can- 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with his own wife (S у. 
This love-making should be done with “Parakiya' which involves 
great rink and sacrifice. Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiya view. The 
t to which he belonged wax originally a South: Indian: sect. 
His connection with this sect ав well as his liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom be Һай а famous conversation abont the 
“Madhura Rasa" seem to have some influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the "Parakiya'" theory among his followers. Henceforth 
i» followers of Bengal were known a« the Gaodiya Vaisnavas, 

‘The chief temple of tle Bengali Vaisnavas at Brindaban as refer- 
Ted to before is that of Madanmoban. ‘The Bengalis seem to have 
forgotten Mulbabendra Pori who first found the image of Gopal 
Brindaban locality and to whose rect (Maddhi) Chaitanya Dev bimbelf 
belonged. "They only remember Chaitanya and Wis followers, In 
avery Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya ix to be found 
while in most cares м 

















of the Bengali Vai 

snavas—Navedwip, Puri and Brindaban—Navadwip is more аю. 
ciated with the name of Chaitanya Dev though Puri sw him asa 
living God doring the lattor part of bis life, while Brindaban wan only, 
casually visited by him. So, however mweh importance Chaitanya 
Dey Бітве attributed to Brindaban, his followers were satisfied with 
his personality and did not think much of that place, ‘The importance 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnayas 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and 
Athan with the Nadha-Krishna legend. 

- "To the idealists of ""Parakiya" the introduction of Radha wax 
essentia). She was not the wife of Krishna in her earthly relationship, 


und the. of the two, eit., Radbs and Krishna are ius 
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tay many things about the two, even of their previonsamours in heaven. 
IU ie peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishina-Kirtan, that thin 
Chandravuli bas been identified with Redha while no other Bengali 

convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace. 
hos been fonnd, but we find adhe io every 
tomple. “Radharani’” is the term which is on the lips of everybody 
Brindaban. 


To the Vairnavas of other provinces the injunction of the віж 
Goswamis bave little vane. Even a sect of the modern У; 
Bengal have d ned the infallibility of the Goswamis, 
tho present ""Gawdiyà Math" people of Bengal. They are now trying 
to lave в stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gandiya The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sahajiyas. T scented а considerable 
Dumber of-thom at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficolti 
Regarded as а centre of Vaisnava colture and learning the place is 
not very progressive. However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
avapices of the Gaudiya V; ls doing some good to the Vairnava 
publis, But ita shortness of fonds ani Jack of poblic sympathy made un 
have misgivings regm future. "The school is run mainly through 
Kominikumar Ghesh and bie worthy ron 

Dr. Gaurapada Ghosh (both residents of Fuindaban) who deserve our 
unstinted praise. We visited this school and found to our satisfw tion 
that the authorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 




































on Vaisnava lines. The Harinamamrits Vyakoran and 
Hari Bhakti- Bilas are the two books of this rchool read by pupil. We 
Attended one Kirtan party organised at the house of Srecjots Nitai Das 
and Brindaban Das. Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya 
Mrita of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed то us We could not 
Visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are Ману com- 
petent to give any opinion about them, 


In every speaker at Brindaban we found great ast 
explaining the sectarien dogmas to strangers, often by 
mot 


р 


220 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW [xov. 





were rather hazy, Bewides, the references in our own literature mado 
чә compare them by a visit to the place for clearing cer problems 
from our first-band knowledge. Tn more sense than one our to 
the place was а success and for this we are grateful to our prenont 
Vice-Chancellor. Yet we had our diseppoi too. People who 
come to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal. 
In the open fields they have to live in tenis and shift from place to 
Place, But it requires time and money, of both of which we had very 
Mille. Under the circumstances we bad perforce to remain satisfied by 
g the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of raja associated with the hallowed name of 
Radha Krishna for a future batch to visit 

е went to Mathura on a (lying visit on Wednesday, the Alet 
October only for а day. What we raw there did not impress us much, 
We could visit only а few important temples and għata. ‘Tho ghats are 
Matbura's speciality. Unlike Brindaban the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine ghat. 
Here also the Jamuna is foll of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it. Among the temples visited by ux were those of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjanatb, Karpeamardan, Kalbhairab, Dhruba, Bali 
њой Saptarsi арӣ among the ghate, those of Pisam Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat. At Bisram Ghat we witoessed that very interesting 
ceremony the “arati'" of the Jamuna. For wont of time some of тк 
could not visit Bhuteswar Mabadev* and Radha Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura). Near the latter, Krishnadas Kayiraj wrote his immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. The Den-ghat i also situated ae we have said 
before, in thin locality. ‘The chief temple with some air of grandeur 
is that of Dwarksnatb. Tbe other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hinda architecture. We regret we could not коду carefully 
the specimeos at the Mathura Municipal Maveom, The Gaudiya 
theology bas failed to strike any deep root at Mathura, The 
Gaudiya Vaishnayas have very little hold on the people of the 
town, and as a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
ia very small, Chaitanya Dev and his followers seem lo have mada 
во impression at this place. Even Ше cult of Krishna has very 


aanrem x rye t 2 ҮЧ 



















































E 





1937] ^ VISIT TO BRINDADAN 








little "Madhura Rasa" in it, as Krishna in "Alswary) 
shown all over the town. Thus in place of Найм 
Rokmini gure prominently, 
Dhruba tilê Vishnu with fous 
Райа figures 
in Brindabao-Mathura locality may I aarmive that after. the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pori, the Goswarnis found it bard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—tbeir own land—for preserva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their apprebensions as we can 
guess (гого the present condition of Brindaban. 

‘We would bave been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus- 
'eripts but unfortunately could secure done. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava manureripts may be found in the temple of Radha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver. Bo 
they are dificult to procure but we bope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the boveft of Vaishnava scholars of Beagal, 

Tn this connection I would like to point ovt that doubts may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending students of this 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activition 
within the bounds of this province. ‘The condition of Bengali language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal bosides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our leratwre contains. Of 
course attention should more be confined to places and regions within 
Bengal for this purpose. 














(Reprinted from the Calcutta Review, November, 1937) 
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A on the eve 

with a party of ni 
Уегпаси 
Agra. CTI 
excursion w 


the Pujas last yeae T started for Brindaban 
ne students belonging to the Sixth Year Indian 
n Department of the Calcutta University ela Benares and 
object of the tour was to combine the pleasures of an 
h some enquiries in connection with the Valsnava period 
of the Medieval D-ngali literature and I spared no pains to utilise. the 
bnef period of twelve days at my disposal for purpose. 

Wo broke journey at Henares on our way to Beindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
interesting enough to deserve attention, I may 

jon, the temples of Viswanath and Anuapurna, 
u University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pil 
T wan struck by the ous outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with 
happened to 
belonging to the Indien Verna ulars Department just as this year T 
visited Benares. Both the places contain relies of the Saiva cult 
und preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
hud to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares ће had a similar rival in Buddha bimself in the neighbouring 
Village of Mrigadava later on known as Sarnath, This place was 
chosen by Buddha bimself as his first preaching centre. In spito of 
‘bis best effort» perhaps he did not achieve any appreciable success. 
‘The Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief reason is 
-pot far to week. Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folksongs of 
Bengal in bonour of Siva, Bengal and Orissa bring for а pretty long 
КАШ one койне) Haa чадра many common points of 
oeste inspiration from the Non- 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration. Hence, Henares 
became n great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. ‘This happened 
lo suoh am extent that the Bengali gradually began to settle at 
Benaros in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
an adjunct of Bengal. Under the circumstances, the Bivay 
literature of Bergal bas very little to do with the traditions of the 
ged of Benares, though the Anoadamangal of Bharat Chandra haw 
many references to the god and the place. As regants Sarnath the 
stupendous stupa and the excavations arovod, inflamed the nagin ution 
of the students and made them think of the past greatness of Todi 
Tho same, however, cannot be raid of the recent architecture and 
Paintings of Mulagandhakati-vibara (а neighbouring building) belonging 
to а certain Ceylonese organisation. The fresco-paintings here were 
‘executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Nosho. These soomed 
vellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy— 
is for connoisseurs to decide 
Leaving Bonares we reached Agra on the 1th October, There, 
ме passed two days in sight-seeing. The no Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the Tajmabal, Agra Fort, Sika 
Tümadwd-daullah and atehpar-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also ad. P 
mind the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the plac 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature. still their cultoral value ia immense. The beautiful queen 
‘of the Mawoleuma, the Тај. created an impresion in out minde 
never to be forgotten. The Sikaodra, а few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Itimadod-daullah, a» ite name indicates, contains the grave of Ttimadud- 
daullah (Norjaban's father) and of bis family. All these fine buildings 
. are splendid monuments of Moghul arebitecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
art is relieved here and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 


arte, эрү сету take eons exes ae 
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Jaltungi pillare, courtyards and compounds as described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Saracenic art in the constraction of towns and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Tstamie rule in 
Bengal. 

We left Agra on Satarday, the 171b and reached Brindaban the 
same ev The whole journey from Howrah to Dridaban in spite 
‘of ocensional stoppages wis extrsimely tiresome. However, wo reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly six days 
and we finished our work as to s posible with haste within this 
On reaching the ation our dream wae somewhat 
regandiag the idyllic land of Lord Krishna. Tho present 
Brindaban js а small town with narrow streets and lanes and closoly 
packed buildings, The town once atood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-lnfested Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only à sandy waste in the intervening space. 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult whieh deserve our close attention, spec we are interested in 
те which contains many references to Valsnavie 

Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban i» situated in the region called 
Brajumandal which is about B4 croses in circumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Mothuramandal, Madhuban of Surasena 
country as it remains to-day andér the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story ав the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently a non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land for a long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hardly two bundred and fifty years old 
‘and its former name was Fakirabal Vet the traditions of th» place 
are rough older than its present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of и 
6th century. Both the towns of Mathora sn! Briad aban stand on 
‘the same bank of the Jamuna and there ix nothing to prove that they 
‘ence occupied opposite banks as some scholars would have us believe, 
‘The town of Hrindaban is only six miles to the west of the 
town of Mathura, Оп the opposite bank of Mathura some fout miles 
жо tho east lies the locality of Gokula. According to a оса! tradition 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by side in Gokula. One of them 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) ond the other was 
Brikobhanw (father of Sree Radha). Nanda Ghosl's place waa known 
as Mababan while Brikabbanu's place was known as Raul where Radha 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
when stolen from the palace of Kamsa, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within so short а distance from Mathura only the 
river Ji na intervening. So, be shifted from Gokula and establ d 
himself at a place called after Ыш Nandagram which was about 22 
miles from Mathura. Brikabhanu also change! his place and settled 
within three miles from Nam w town. Beikabhanu's new place 
was known Harshán. Both Nandagram and Barsbáo are within 
Î and are situated along with Маше on the right bank 
unk and therefore on the same side. The Dan-gbat (lit, 
‘Toll-colleoting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on а 
boat, i» about 19 miles to the west of the towa of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura standa to its east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardban. Both the Dao-ghat oo the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty.two miles from Mathura towa, The whole 
region of Brojamandal, as we wore told, is full of pasture lands, and 
some parts of it, as soen by us, corroborate this fact. 

It in very difficult to reconcile the differant theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal. Soma scholars would 
way thet the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban 
and Mathura and now both occupy thie same bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing ite course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
‘or corroborate it although there are some signe of erosion and slight 
changes in the course of the river. Some would resent even the very 
name of Radha as fictitious and of tater iotroduction while our whole. 
 Naisnava lyrical literature depends on her existence not only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate " paraleiyà " amours of Ratha-Krishoa, 
Even adqitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vainnavas of 
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suggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet tho situation, the Bengali Vaienavas 
of Pirindaban would invent » vayth.—that it was done sopernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. А parallelism ix drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of a loins. The closing of petala 
means shortening the distance and орен lengths 
АН of coursa was possible due to the divs 









zup means 
nd sportive. 








е as it now stands does not 












support the am urs of Radha па on the Jamona unless we 
place the whole scene in Gukuls which, as I have already said, lies to the 
east uf Mathura on the other bank of the J „ой. 
According to the legend Nan la doserted Maha! went 





to live in Nandagram in Braja 








lal followed by Bic kabháno when 
Krishna wis only a baby. Foc a more baby to bave taken part in the 
sports described by Bangali Vaishnava poets is а maniloat impossibility. 
Bondes, we know Akrara, tl "eeenger of kog Кафяв, invited and 
took with him Krishna ant Balaram fron Nan lagram and not from. 
Mababan to Mathura to attoo] the * D'iiaury jns. of Када who waa 
ultimately Killed by Sros Kei dn: M the tmo Akeura. ed Nanda- 
gram in Bojamalal Krihoa was making lve to Кайа aod other 
Cops an 1 performing various (aate t» astonish his brother cuwbuys, 
Bo the whole «cens of the Krishna legend in connection with bis lover 
making to Rulda requires to be placed ia Brajawandal and not in 
Goloila, considering the location of the place, unless we take the һер 
of divine dispensation. ‘To account for things, in it reasonable to dise 
miss all the local identification of places and fid out new ones to 
support the wenes of Ше Кайа. Кузіна legend ? 

The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depende on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Kadha and Krishna by the rite 

















of and on the boom of the river Jamuns. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an! Naukakbanda of Sree-Keishna-Kietan attributed to 
one Chaodidas aud the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

-The town of Brintabon, as it stands to-day, owes its origin to 
Ihe efforts of Sanstana and other Bengali Vaienara mainte known 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 
the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
. Radha Damodar, Sysinsundar, Radhaballay , Radharamna, 
Gokolamanda, Holkar's temple, Turash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarakarnar's Asam, Adwaita.bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul. 
Јатипа Pulin, , Brahos Kunda, Nidhuban 
Nikunjaban, deserve special notice, Of the above, Madanmohan as wa 
have said was installed by Sanatana Goswami, In this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and are four 
original images of M. 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Karauti. The temple of 
Gopinat ibuted to Madhu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda isan important опе, The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raj 
Bho specimen of Hindu. 
ан associations with Gopal Bhatta Gow 
Hinds poses the memory of Lokena 
tion with Nityananda, "Айю 
(Taniarind treo shade) of ‹ haitanya Dev. 
latter treo Chaitanya Dev used to sit during his brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place war once situated overs 
nuns. The temple of Radba-Ds 
ib Goswami; the Bankobebari temple of the Nimbarka seot 
id the Radbaballay temple of the Ballavi sect also deserve mention, 
‘Tho images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family ure 
femarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned here that almost 
Ail the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. ‘The two 
Temples of Sabaji and Sethji and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
‘be the graadvat in Brindaban. This temple of Sethji ina very fine 
specimen of Hindu tewple-burlding. Its type is Sooth-Todian and tho 
Bouth-Lodinn priests prevail there, ‘The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. ‘Though ће was not а South-Iodien hime lf it besre the stamp 
of that side вя bis Guru came from that part of Indis. ‘This temple was 
‘Built at an enormous cost and maintains а batch of 108 priesta. ‘the 


rin during ita annual celebration, The whole scene of the 
h Indeed majestic creating an atmosphere of 
‚ The Gadur Stambba or pillar in the front 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Sonu Takgachh" (gollen pal tree), It» height is aboot twenty- 
two feat from the bate and looks very impressive. Episodes from 
Hindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
tbe images are marvelously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Kris med Ranganaib, The temple of Sahaji 
bas one very special peouliarity. The marble pillars sopporting tb 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of thie 
type. ‘These impre sed us by the massiveness of their costly stones as 
well as by the expenses and workmanship cotailed in their execution. 

А fow remarks may now be mide 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gaudiye 
Vaisnavas. The originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev bimwelf. 
As is woll known at first the God Vishnu was worshipped by the Vi 
navas as the very name of the sect indwates. Then the idesof* 
Orinesroation came to the foreground and «o we get first Rama ав a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full incarnation of Vishow among 
many of his incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the non- 
beheving sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to bave been aa incarnation of Sree Krisbus (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Viehov and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dey require our close investigation. Among the various 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees are the *"Aiswaryya,” “Guna” and *'Madhuryya Rasa.” 
‘The non-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with tbe 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latier. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult. “Aiswaryya” connotes power and fortune while Madho- 
Fyya" means love. Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
him. The non-Bengalis seem to bave more liking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krins and so they revel in bis exploits in Maibura, 
Dwarska and in the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas, The Bengali» on the otber bond are zealous supporters of tbe 
“Madhuryya Hass” and they have «Бото their leanings to it 2o mweh 
жо that that they did not allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
Fortune) at Brindaban when they found the town. Ава говна 
temple of Lakshmi exista only 8 miles off from Brindsban on the ather 
side of the Jemuns, the place being known аз Ве ар where people 
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flock to worship her on certain days as th 
fayour in worldly affair. Even when we consider this Mi 
quality we find that there ate two views in ite connection. 
iya" view and some “I and "Madhura Rasa” 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaispavar, it сап. 
вов be cultivated adequately by а man with bis own wife (Swakiya), 

-making should be done with “Parakiya which involves 
great risk ond sacrifice, Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiya view. The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged wax originally a South Indian sect. 
His connec! liking for Ramananda of 


















Ahura Masa’ influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
ceatablisbing the iya” theory among his followers. Henceforth 
is followers of Bengal were known Gaodiya Valsnavaı 

‘The chief temple of the Bengali Voispavas at Brindaban. rotor- 
d to before і» that of Madanmoba: The Bengalis seem to bavo 
forgotten Madhabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose reet (Maddii) Chaitanya Dev himself 
belonged. They only remember anya and bis followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to bo found 
while in most cases wı mi the каше in nouBengali temples, 
Now as every body knows among the three contres of the Bengali Vai- 
snavae—Navadwip, Puri amd Brindaban—Navadwip is more amos 
ciated with the name of Chaitanya Dev though Puri saw him us a 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban was only. 
casually visited by him, So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dey binwelf attributed to Brindaban, his followers were satisfied. with 
his personality and did not think mech of that place, ‘The importance 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnavae attaches to tbe place more in connec- 
tion with. Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswamis, 
than with the Rad!a-Krishva legend. 

‘To the idealists of “Parakiya™ the introduction of Radha was 
‘omential. She was not the wife of Krishna in her earthly relationship 












und the love-adventures of the two, piz., Radha and Krishna are Шик. 

‘Parakiya" theory of the Bengali Vainnavas, There is 
one e-bordinate ¢lement—a kind of snbewrent—furnisbed | in the | 
vede of lovemaking by Chandravali, the chief rival of 


У 
^ 








1937] A VISIT TO DRINDABAN 219 





тау many things about the two, even of their previoosamours in heaven. 
Tt is peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krislina-Kirtan, that thie 
Chandravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support thie view. At Brindaban no trace. 
of Chandravali has been found, but we find Radha in every 

Which is on the lips of everybody at 

















To the Valenwwas of other provinces the injunction of the 
Goswamis have little value. Even а sect of the modern Vaisnav 
Bengal bavo disri i. They are 
the present "Gaudiya Math” people of Bengal, ‘They are now trying 
to have a stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gandiya Ү; ‘The extreme wing of 
the Porskiya preachers are the Sab T scented a considerable 
number of th * place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded эк a centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place in 
not very progressive, However, the Bhakti. Vidyalaya founded under the 
diya Vaisnavas ie doing some good to the Vaienava 
But ite shortness of funde аты! lack of publie sympathy made ue 
have misgivings regarding ita future, The school i» run mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumor Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gourapeda Ghorh (both residents of Biindaban) who dererve our 
tinted praise, We visited thir school and found to our eutiefw tiou 
that the authorities have opened already (wo departments, one for Vya- 
karan (Grammar) and another for Daran (Philorophy!, Of course 
lines, The Harinamamrita Vyaksran and 
»ebool read by pupils. We 
ined at the house of Sreejuts Nitai Das 
and Brindaban Das. Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Charit 
mrît of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to un We could not 
visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so аке hardly com- 
petent io give any opinion about them. 

In every speaker at Brindaban we found great enthusiasm in 
explaining the rectarian dogma» to strangers, often embellished by 
карегпаішгаї elemer ta. In these stories wonderful dreams figored mort 

trees talked. Be that ая it may, my tour with the studente. 
‘was fruitful in many ways. Before coming to this place 
processisse hee a d e of Krishna. 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our own literature. made 
us compare them by а visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from our first-hand knowledge. In more sense than one our visit to 
the place was а success and for this we are grateful lo our present 
Vice-Chancellor, Yet we had our disappoirtments too, People who 
come to Brindaban to sce boly places visit the whole of Brajamandal. 
Tn the open fields they have to live in tents ond shift from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
little, Under tbe circumstances wo had perforce to remain satisfied by 
visiting the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja amociated with the hallowed name of 
Kadba Krishna for a future batch to visit. 
We went to Maibura on a (lying visit on Wednesday, the Simt 
October only for ө day. What we saw there did not impress us much. 
We could visit only ө few important temples and ghats, The ghats aro 
Mathura’s speciality. Unlike Driudaban the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine ghats. 
Mere also tbe Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge js doing 
much barm (o it, Among the temples visited by ur were those of 
Dwarkaoath, Kubjansth, Kamsamardan, Kalbhairsb, Dhrubw, Bali 
 Septar and among tbe ghats, tbose of Nisam Ghat and 
Dbruba Ghat. At Diam Ghat we witoessed that very interesting 
seremoany the "arari* of the Jamune. For want of time some of тк 
could not visit Bhuterwar Mahades* and Kedba Kund (22 miles from 
Mothura). Near the latter, Krisboadas Казга] wrote hie immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita, The Don-chat is also situated as we have said 
before, in this locality. The chief temple with some air of grandeur 
iw that of Dwarkanath. ТЬе other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we could not study carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Moreom, Тһе Gaudiya 
theology bas failed to strike any deep root at Mathura. The 
Gaudiya Vaibnavas bave very little bo on the people of the 
down, and os a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
in very amall. Chaitanya Dev and his followers seem to bave made 
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little “Madhura Rasa" in it, a» Krishna îa 
shown all over the town. ‘Thus in pla 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, vis., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tilà Vishnu with four arms with Sankba, Chakra, Сада and 
hoa with bis fute. From what I have seen 
Mathura locality may I surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswainis found it hard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology and во being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—thele own land—for preserva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their apprehensions ая we can 
guons from the present condition of Brindaban, 

Wy would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manu 
eripts but unfortunately could secure mme. We beard valuable 
nava manuscripts may be found in tbe temple of Radha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of а Receiver. Bo 
they are difficult to procure but we bope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the benefit of Vaishoava scholars of Beagal 

Tn this connection I would like to point oot. that doubts may lark 
in the minds of some regarding tbe atility of sending studente of thie 
е Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
bounds of this province, ‘The condition of Bengali language 
and literaturo does not warrant such doubts. Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our Tilerature contains, Of 
coure attention should more be confined to places and regions within 
Bengal for this purpore. 
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и» Depart 
he object of the tour was to vf an 
with some enquiries in connect va period 
of the Mediaeval IB ngali literature and Т spared no pains to utilise the 
brief poriod of twelve days at my disposal for purpose. 

We broke journey at Benares ов our way to Drindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
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in this conne-tion, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu Barnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
1 wo е religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with of the other peoples of Indis. Last time 1 





happened to visit Puri-Bhubaneswar locality with а batch of studenta 
belonging to the Iodian” Verna. шага Department jı is year T. 
visited Benares. Both the place» contain relics of the Saiva cult 
and preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
had to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandigiri-Udayagiri while at 
Bonares he bad a similar rival in Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
Village of Mrigadava later on known as Sarnath, This place was 
chosen by Buddha himself as hie first preaching centre. lu spite of 
his best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable кассе. 
"The Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Its chief resson is 
-not far to week, Orissa han certain folk-lore similar to the folk-song of 
“Bengal in honour of Siva. Bengal and Orissa bring for а pretty long. 
time under one political domination developed many common pointe of 
eulture and religion having drawn their inspiration from the Non- 
' Bot when the outlook changed and the agricultural 

of Bengal became folly Aryanised, Bengal looked more to 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration, Hense, Henares 
became a great centre of pilgrimage for the едай. "Thi happened 
fo such an extent that the Bengali gradually began to sattlo at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
an ndjunct of Bengal. Under the circomwtences, the Sivayane 
literature of Bengal Now very little to do with the traditions of th 
kod of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bhoret Chandra has 
many references fo the god and the place. Ax regards Sarnath the 

J, inflamed the Imagin tion 
m think of the past of Indis. 
me, however, cannot be raid of the recent architecture ond 
paintings of Mulagandtakati-vibara (а neighbouring building) belonging 
to n certain Ceylonese organination. The fresco-priotings bere wore 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr, Nashu. ‘These көөтөй 
excellent indeed, bat whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy— 
is for connoixsoure to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 1th October. ‘There, 
we passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the ejm»! gra For, Sikandra, 
Ttimndod-daullah aod Fatehpar-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also nd- 
mind the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not bo any connection of these bhildings directly with our 
literature. still their cultural value is immense. ‘The beautiful queen 
of the Mausoleum, the Taj, crested an impresion in oue minde 
never to be forgotten. The Sikandra, а few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Himadud-dautlaty, а» ite name indicates, rontains the grave of Itimadud- 
daollah (Nurjahan's father and of bis family. АЈ these fine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
art ie relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
arts, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known ав the Buland. 
piensan м» Ками at Mairs cannot escape one's notice. The 
енын At Agra overlooking the Тај contain many reminir- 

Aurangzeb, The buildings we described in 
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Taltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds зя described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes а combination of Hinda nnd Indo- 
Saracenic art in the construction of towne and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the componition of maoy literary works during Islamic role in 
Bengal. 

We left Agra on Saturday, 
same evening. The whole jo 
of occasional stoppages w reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly six day» 
and we finished out work as wh as possible with haste within this 
short time, On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the МуШо lend of Lord Krishna, The present 
Brindaban ія а wall town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 

Tho town once stood on the very bank of tho 
ted Jamuna but now the river has receded ыу 
from the town leaving only a sandy waste in the interve: 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, and associations 
(tome genuine and some spurious in connection with the Vaishnava 
‘cult which deserve oar close attention, specially вв we are interested in 
Bengali literature which co m references to Vi 

Regarding the topography of the place we should make It clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in tbe region called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference. ‘The locality 
was under the Kings of Mathuramandal, Madhuban or Surasona 
country a» it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura, Mudbuban became farnous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently a non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hardly two bondred and fifty years old 
‘and Ив former name was Pakirabad. Yot the traditions of the place 
fare much older than ite present buildings and the town*egan to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century. Both the towns of Mathurs and Brind aban stand on 
the same bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
‘once occupied opposite banks as some scholars would have us believe. 
The town of Brindaban is only six miles to the west of the 
town of Matbura. CU ee of Mathura some four miles 
П коне According to a local tradition 








he 17th and reached Brindaban the 
еу (rom Howrah to Brin 





aban in spite. 
extremely tiresome. However, 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by side in Gokula, One of them 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Stee Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabbanu (father of Sree Radba), Nanda Gbosh's place was known 
as Mababan while Brikabbanu's place was known as Raul where Radha 
ман born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
when stolen from the palace of Kama, king of Mathura, (оопа it 
unsafe to н within «o short а distance from Mathura only the 
river Jamuna intervening, So, 
himself at а place called after. bi 
miles from Mathura. Briksbbanu alo changed his place and settled 
within three miles from Nana's now town. * now place 
was known as Harbin. Bath Nandagram and Marshán are within 
Brajamandal and aro situated along with Mathura on the right ba 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same side, The Dansghat (lit. 
‘Toll-collecting Ghat) associated wi sports with Radha on a 
boat, ia about 19 miles to the west of the town of Hrndaban whilst 
Mathura standa to its east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-ghat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town. The whole 
region of Brajamandal, as wo were told, is full of pastore lands, and 
some parts of jt, as seen by ак, corroborate this fact 
It in very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal, Some scholars would 
way that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brinduban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamuna 
‘changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substuntiate 
ûr corroborate it although there are some sigas of erosion aod plight 
‘changes in the course of the river, Some would resent even the very 
namo of Radha as fictitious and of later introdootion while our whole. 
erature depends on hor existence not only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate ** parakiya "amours of RathacKesbna. 
Even admittuty that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Brindaban will never agree to ber carrying roilk-pail to Mathura as she 
жэл а princess and her father was supposed to have been more power. 
fol than Naoda. If at all she carried the milk-pail and met Stoo 
the Dan-ghat, ‘it was at а place far removed from Mathura 
side with Barshán and Danghat. I we 
even Jott milk by the бори of Brinda- 
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suggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnavas. 
of Brindsban would invent в myth,—that it was done supernaturally 
and thereby tbe distance way covered. A parallelism is drawo with 
the opening and closing of petals of а lotus. The closing of pet 
means shortening the distance aad opening up means its lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Kri What comment should we make on this ? 

"The whole topography of the place it now stands does not 
support the amours of Radha and Krishna on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole acene in Gokul» whi ready said, lies to the 

t uf Mathura on the oth ‘out four miles off 
According to the legend Nan Gokula and went 
to live anagram io Brajanandal followed by Br-kabhünu when 
Krishna was only a baby. For а mse baby to have taken part in the 
sports described by Bynzali Vaishnava poets is a manifost impossibility. 
Besides, we know Akr. the mesenger of kog Kamsa, invited and 
took with him Krıahna mi Balaram fron Nanlagram and not from 
Маарап to Mathura to atten! the * Divaury sna’ of Kamsa who was 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishna, At the ums Akrura viated Nanda- 
graw in Brsjawandal Krishna was making love to Radha and other 
Gapis a01 performing various feats t> asonish bis brother cowboy 
8o the whole scons of tho Krishoa legend in connection with bis lov 
making to Radna requires to be placed in Brajawandal and uot in 
Gokula, cousidering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensation. To aecount for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identibeation of places and Gnd out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radla-Krishna legend ? 

"The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radha and Krishna by the side 
of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna, What will be the condition 
of Danktands ant Naukaktanda of Srre-Krishna-Kirtso attributed to 
one Cbandidas and the lyrics of other poote if we do not admit their 
‘connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Brindaban, a» it stands today, owes its origin to 
the efforts of Sanatana aad other Bengali Vaisnasa saints known 
ая the Vaisnava Goswamis. How Sanatana built his first temple 
of Madanmoban with the help of а merchant isa story even now 
ор everybody's lips at Brindaban. After this temple many others 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples, Among 
them the temple of Sabaji. the temple of Sethj, the temples of 
Bankobebari, Radha-Damodar, Syamsundar, Radbaballay, Radbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple; 
besides Tarakun Avram, Adwaita-bat, Tentol-tala, 
Јашооа Polin, y» Daman, Bral and 
Nikunjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, Modanmohan av we 
lled | 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and e found. Unfortunately, the 
original images of Madanmohan and ltadbaraui are not to be found ns 
they were long ago taken away by the Каја of Karoli, The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madi dit and associated with the family 

‘of Nityauanda isan import of Govindoji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali aweciation. It js a remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. The temple of Radhumman 

has asociations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
manda possesses the memory of Lokenath, “Sringar ba asocia. 
tions with Nityananda, '*Adwaita-bat of Adwaita and "Tentul tala" 
(Tamarind tree shade) of | baitanya Dev. Under tho abade of thin 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev used to ait during bis brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krisbna and the place was once situated over- 
looking the Jamuna, ‘The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis- 
cences of ЛЬ Goswami; the Bankabebari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbaballav temple of the Bullavi sect also deserve. mention, 
The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family ate. 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned here that almost 

all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. The two 
temples of Sahaji and Setbji and specially that of Sothji may be said to 

be the grandest in Briodaban. This temple of Seth] is a very ûne 
specimen of Hindu temple-buiiding. Its type is Вошћ. Таап and tho 
Sootb-Indian priests prevail thre. ‘The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though be was pot a Sovth-Iudien himself št bears the stamp: 

of that ide as bis Guru came from that part of India. This temple was 
built at an enormous cost and maintains а batch of 108 priests. ‘Lhe 
expenses of the temple are Rs. 365 per diem. We bad the fortune to 
visit the temple during its annus) celebration. The whole seene of the 
Puja and the procession was indeed miajestie creating an atmosphere of 
‘the old days of Hindu glory. "Tbe Gadur Stambba or pillar in the front 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the peuple call it erroneously 
"Sons Talgachb'" (golden palm tree). Ite height fs abut twenty- 
twa fest from the bate and looks very impressive, Episodes from 
Ilindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
loudly exsouted, The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna nated апдап. temple of Sahaji 
has one very special pesuliarity. ‘The marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigrag in appearance, Nowhere bave we seen pillars of this 
type. These impre жей us by the massivoness of their costly stones as 
well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution 

А few remarks may now be mode as regards the Vaisnava theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas io Brindaban, ‘The Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gaudiya 
Vai«navas, ‘The originator of this group was Chaitanya Dav himself. 
Ax is woll known at first the God Vishou was worshipped by the Vai 
navas as the very name of the sect indw-ater. Then the idea of" Avatar’ 
or incarnation caine to the foreground and so we get first Пата as a 
pearnation and then Krishna ax carnation of Vishnu among 
‘nations, to save the world from tbe hands of the non- 
b-heving sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to have been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Visbuu and Rama those of Sree Krishow 
and Chaitanya Dev require our clove investigation, Among the varioue 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees are the *' Aiewaryya," "Guna" and * Madburyya Ram,” 
‘The non-Bengali people of India worn to have beea captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with tbe later. Thus we 
бөй in the Up-country the Kama cult has more votaries than that of 
Krishna eult. 'Alewaryya' connotes power and fortune while Madbu- 
тууз'* means love. Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
him. The non-Bengaligggem to have more liking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krisbna and во they revel in his exploits im Mathura, 
Dwaraka and in the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pundaxas, ‘The Bengalis on the other hand are zealous supporters of the 
“Mudluryyn Hasa’ and they bave shown their leanings fo it so much 
so that that they did not allow ару temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
Fortune) at Brindaban when they found the town. Asa resulta. 


Келе Сиан e Brindaban on the otber 
aide. the placo being known a» Belban where people 








tne images are ma 
















































—-—— ЫЈ 





© . 


ms THE CALCUTTA REVIEW [xov. 








flock to worship her on certain days as they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madhoryya 
quality we fnd thet there are two views in ite connection. Some 
uphold ""Bwakiya" view and some 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnavas, it can- 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with bi» own wife (Swakiya). 
This lovemaking should be done with "Parakiya' which involves 
great risk and sacrifice. Chaitanya Dev held the Parakiya view. ‘The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged was originally а South-T 
His connection with (his sect a well as bie liking for Ramananda of 
› whom be hada famous conversation about the 
reem to have some influence aver Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the "*Parakiya'" theory among hie followers. Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known ae the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. 
‘The chif temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Brindaban ax rafer- 
d to before is that of Modanmoban. Tbe Bengalis seem to bave 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose sect (Мада!) Chaitanya Dev. bimself 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and his follower, In 
avery Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
while in most eases we shall miss the same in now-Bengali temples. 
Naw as every body knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
snavae—Navadwip, Гоп and Beindabsa—Navadwip ia more aiso- 
ciated with the name of Chaitanya Dev tbough Pori saw him ana 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindabun was only. 
casually visited by bim. Bo, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dey himself attributed to Brindaban, his followers were жаабай with, 
hie personality and did not think moch of ihat place. Tbe importance: 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnavas ar tales to the place m more in connee- 
tion with Chaitanya Dew and bis followers, expecially the Goswamia, 
than with the Radha-Krisbra legend. 
"Toibe ideals of "Parskiya™ the лосів of Radha waa. 
cossentis). She was not the wife of Krishna iu ber earthly. relativn+bip 

















und the jove-adveninres of the two. ofa, Radba and Krisbna are tum 
Arative of the *Pwrakiya” theory of the Bengali Vaisuavas. Them iw 
ope sbonlinate element—e kind of sabourreot—faroiwbed ш the epi 
` lovemaking by Chandravali, the chief rival. of Radha in con- 
Krishna would rome time visit kadha soma 
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say many things abont the two, even of their previousamours in heaven. 
It in peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krisbna-Kirtan, that this 
Chendravali bas been identified with Hadha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace 
of Chandravali bı been founs but we find Radha in every 


temple. je the term which i» on the lips of everybody wt 
Brin 















To the Vairnavas of other provinces the injunction of the Kix 
Goswamis have little value. Even a sect of the modern Vaisnavas of 
Bengal bave disclaimed the infallibility of the Goswami». They are 
the present *'Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. They ore now trying 
to have a stable footing at Brindabam in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Vaisnevas, The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sahajiyse. Т scented в considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded эя в centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place i» 
However, the Bhakti-Vidyalays foanded under the 
уз Vaisnnvas ie doing some good to the Valrnava 
public, Put ite shortness of funds and hek of poblic sympathy made ue 
Have misgiving» regarding ite fature. The school is run mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghorh (both residente of Brindaben) who deserve our 
unstinted! praise. We visited thie school and found to our satiefw tion 
that the authorities have opened already two departmentr, one for Vya- 
karno (Grammer) and another for Daran (Philosophy). Of course 
both are tought on Veieneve tines, ‘The Harinamamrita Vyskoren ond 
Hari Bhakti-Bilas are the two books of this reboot rend by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the bouse of Sreejuts Nitai Daw 
and Brindaban Dae Nitai Dns is ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
anritw of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to aw "We could not 
visit very many parties of Kirtow ut the place and so ате Ману eom- 
potent to give any opinion about them. 

‘Tn every speaker at Brindobam we found great enthusinsm in 
explaining the sectarian dogmas to strangers, often embellished by 
supernatural elemerts. To these stories wonderful dreams figured most 
thongh even trees tsllerd. Be that ae it may, my tour with the etuilents 
o Rrinduban was fruitful in many waga. Before coming, 

our ideas about ita topagsaphy in ita bearing em the legend 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in o 
us compare them by a visit to the place for clea problems 
from ove first-hand knowledge, In more sense than one our visit to 
the place was n success and for this we are grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor. Yet we had our disepp чи» too, People who 
come to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal, 
Tn the open fields they bave to live in tents and shift from place to 
lace, But ii requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
Little, Under the circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied by 
* of the tows of Beindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
Radba Krishna for a future batch to visit 
We went to Mathura on a fying visit on Wednesday, tbo ta 
October only fora day. What we raw there did not impress us much 
We could visit only a few important temples and għata. The ghats are 
Matbura^s speciality. Unlike Brindaban the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine gots. 
Here also the Jamona is full of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it, Among the temples visited by ur were Шова of 
Dearkanoth, Kubjanath, Karpeamardan, Kalbhairab, Dhruba, Bali 
aed Saptari and є tbe those of füsmm Ghat and 
Dhrubs Ghat. At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
ceromony the ^ of the Jamuna, For wont of time some of ww 
coll pot visit Bhateswar Mahadev* and Radha Kund (22 miles from 
Mothura), Nese the latter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote hin immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. ‘The Dan-ghat is also situated ax we have said 
before, in this locality. "Tbe chief temple with some air of grandeur 
is that of Dwarksnath. The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we cculd not stody carefully 
the specimena at the Mathura Municipal Mareum. Тһе Gaudiya 
theology han failed to strike any deep root at Mathura, The 
Gaudiya Vaishnavas bave very little hold on the people of the 
town, aud as a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathors 
de very small. Chaitanya Dev end his followers seem to bavo made 
во impression at this place. Even the colt of Көмө bas very 
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little “Madhura Rasa" in jt, a» Krishna im "Alewaryya" is being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini Ogure prominently, and im two places, eiz., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tila Vishnu with four arms with Sankha, Chakra, Gadà and 
Райта figures and not Krishna with bis flute. From what I bave seen. 
in Brindaban-Mathora locality may Т surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dey at Puri, the Gorwamis found it hard to bold ground in 
‘our of their own theology and «o being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Beogal—tbeir own Iand—for preserva- 
tion ? "They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
guess from the present condition of lirindaban. 

We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus 
eripts but unfortunately could secure mine. We heard valuable Vaiste 
mava manuweripis may be found in the temple of Radha-D«modar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hand» of a Receiver. Во 
they are dificult to procure but we bope our University will try some 
duy to possess them for the benefit of Vaishnava scholars of Ioga), 

То this connection I would like to point out that doubte may lark 
in tho minds of some regarding the utility of sending stodeuts of this 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. ‘The condition of Bengali language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
"Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. ОЁ 
“course attention should more be confined to places and regions within 

- Bengal for this purpore. 
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UST on the eve of the Pujas last year 1 started for Brindaban 

û party of nino students belonging to the Sixth Year Indian 
Vernacalare Deprrtinent of the Cale: 
Agra. ‘The objeot of the 
ex urelon with son 








ta University ela Benares and 





ur was to combine the pleasures of an 





ities in connection with the Vaisnava. period 
of the Mediaeval Bengali literature and I spared no lo өйне the 
brief period of twelve days at my disposal for pui pose. 

We broke journey at Benares on our way to. Brindabon and spent 

у two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
ought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this conne-tion, the temples of Viewanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars. 
1 was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time T 
happened to visit Puri-Bhubaneswar locality with a bateh of students 
belonging to the Indian Verna clare Department just an this year T 
visited Benares. Both the places contain relies of the Saiva cult 
amd preserve astooiations of Badd) 4 Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
had to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares he bad a similar rival in Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrizadava later oo known a» Sarnath, This place war 
chosen by Buddha himself as hin first preaching centre. In spite of 
hin best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success- 
‘The Bengali findus patronise in а far greater degroe the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Its chief reason is 
not far to seok. Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folk-songe of 
‘Bengal in honour of Siva. Bengal and Orissa being for a pretty long 
‘time onder one political domination developed many common points of 
‘evltare and religion having drawn their inspiration from the Non- 
Aryan Somb. But when the outlook changed and the agricultural 
god Siva of Bengal became fully Aryanised, Bengal looked more to 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration. Hence, Benares 
became в great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. "This happened 
to such an extent that the Bengali gradually began to serlo at 
Benores in large numbers and in course of timo made the town 
an adj of Bengal. Under the circumstances, the Sivayann 
Hiterature of Bengal has very little to do with the 
god of Henares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra has 
many references to the god and the place. Ax regarda Sarnath 0 
stupendous мора and the excavations around, inflamed t 

of the students aod made them think of 

Tho same, however, cannot be said of the recent architecture and 
paintings of Mulagandhakuti-vihara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to a certain Ceylonese organisation, The freswo-paintings here were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr. Nosha, These seemed 
‘exellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
Î» for connoisseurs to decide, 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 13th October. ‘There, 
we passed two days in sight-sesing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the Tsjmabal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Tümadad-daulah aod Patebpor-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also 
wired the workmanship in some otber minor buildings of the place, 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their cultural value is immense. The beautiful queen 
ofthe Mausoleum, the Taj, crested an impression in our minde 
never to be forgotten, ‘The Sikandra, а few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Himodud.daallab, а» ite name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadads 
dnullab (Nurjahan's father) and of bis family. AN these fine buildings 
эге splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Bikri the Moghul 
art is relieved here and there with specimens of Hindu and Ch nese 


















arts, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Buland- 
‘Durwaze with huge fights of stairs cannot escape one’s notice, The 
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Toltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds as described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Saracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as a maturat 
sequel to the composition of many literary works daring Islamic rule in 
Beng: 

We left Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
samo evening. Ths whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of occasional atop, However, we reached 

ination safely. Our for nearly «ix days, 

and we finished our work as much as possible with haste within thie 

short time. On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 

iog the idyllic land of Lord Krishna. The present 

small town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 

Packed buildings, Tho town once stood on the very bank of the 

tortolse-lnfestod Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy wasto in the intervening space 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
vult which deserve our close attention, specially as we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Valsnavism 

Regarding the topography of the place we should make И clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brojamandal wbich is about 84 crores in circumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Mithuramandal, Madhuban of Snrasona 
country as it remains today under the Distriet Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story 
place of Laban Daitys evidently a non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 


opposite banks as some scholars would 
Te Tris cay ш mil foe 
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there were two chief who lived side by mde in Gokula. One of them 

was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Stee Krishna) and the other was 

Brikabbonu (father of Sree Radha). Nanda hosh's place was known 

as Mahaban while Heikabbanu's place wa» known a» Raul where Radha 

was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
when мома from the palace of Kamsa, king of Mathura, found 
unsafe to remain within so short а distance from Mathura only the 
river Jamuna intervening. 3o, he shifted from Gokula and established 
himself at a place called after bin Nawdageam which was about 22 
miles from Math Brikabbanu also changed his place and settled 
within three miles f оаа now town. Brikabhana's new place 
was kaown a» Parshin. Bath Nandagram and Barbin are within 
Brajamandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same ‘The Оаа Git. 
"Toll-eollecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a 
boat, is about 19 miles fo the west of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its cast and in this locality ix situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-ghat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura towo. Tbe whole 
region of Brajamandal, wa were told, is full of pasture lands; and 
some parta of it, ва seen by us, corroborate this fact. 

It in very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal sod Matburamandal. Some scholars would 
say that the river originally Howed between tbe towns of Brindaban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing its course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
or corroborate it although there are some signs of erosion and alight 
ehonzes in the course of the river. Some would resont even the very 
пате of Radha as fictitious and of later introduction while our whole 
‘Vainnave lyrical literature depends on her existence nut only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate * parakiy’ “* amours of Ra-iha-Krishna. 
Even admitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Beindaban will never agree to ber carrying milk-pail to Mathura as whe 
was а princess and her fatber was «opposed ta have been more powers 

КЕ “Nanda, If at all she carried the milk-pail and met Sree 
ghat, it was at а place (ar removed from Mathura 
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suggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet tl uation, the Bengali 

У ol Brindaban would invent а myth.—that it was dons supernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. А paralleliam is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of a lotus. The closing of petals 
means shortening the distance and opening up means ita lengthening, 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krishua. What comment should we make on this ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands does not 
support the amoura of Каа and Krishna on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokuls which, as I have already said, lies to the 
east of Mathura on the other bank of the Jamuna aboot four miles off, 
Acconling to the legend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokula and меш 
to live in Naw ndal followed by Brkabb 
Krishan was only ге taken part in the 
sports desoribed by Bagali Vaishnava poets is a manifest impossibility. 
Bosides, we kaow Ае эга, the mesenger of kng Kapis, invited snd 

aol Balaam fron N 
Mababan to Mathura to attend the * Dhinory jns. of Кариа who wi 
ultivnately killed by Sree Krish At the tims Akrura visited Ni 

» gram in Brajamandal Krishna was making love to Radhe and other 

f Gapis anl pocfocanng various feats t> astonish his brother cowbs 
Во the whole scene of the Krishna legend in connection with bin lov 
making to Radha requires to bs placed in Beajamandel and uot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensatiun, To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find out new ones to 
support the senes of the Radba-Krishna legeod ? 

The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of tho amoroas «ports (Lila) of Radha and Krishna by the side 
of and on the bosom of tbe river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankbanda an} Naukakbanda of Sree-Krishna-Kirtaa attributed to 
ове Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

.— The town of Brindaban, as it stands to-day, owes its origin to 

A the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaisnava saints known 

ав the Vaisnava Goswamis. How Sanatana built bis first temple 
ef Madanmoban with the belp of a merchant isa story even now 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govi 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. 
them the temple of Sahaji, the temple of Sethji, the templ 
Bankobebari, Kad Damodar, Syatasundar, Radbaballay, Radbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holka: ple, Tarash temple, Bob's temple, 
besides Tarakumar's Avram, Adwaita-bat, Sr > Tentul-tala, 
Jamuna Pulin, Kaliya Damae, Brahma Kun Nidbuban and 
Nikoojaban, deserve special поце Of the above, Medanmotan ax we 
have said wi lled by Sanatana Goswami. Io this temple many 
lanya Dev and bis followers are found. Unfortunately, the 
‘original images of Madapmohan and Hadharani are not to be found as 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Karouli, ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madbu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda in ao important опе, ‘The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali awociation. It ix a remarkably. 
fime specimen of Hindu temple architecture, The temple of Rodbaramon 
has associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami, The temple of Gokula- 
manda possesses the memory of Lokenath, Sringar-bat™ ha» assocía- 
tions with Nityananda, "Adwaite-bat" of Аймана apd "Tentul tal 
(Tamarind tree bade) of € y» Dev, Under t^e shade of this 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev окей to sit during hie brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once situated ovar- 
looking the Jamuna. ‘The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis- 
cence of Jib Goswami; the Baukubebari temple of the Nimbarkn seot 
and the Radbabaliay temple of the Ballast soot also deserve mention, 
"Phe images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned bere that alinort 
ali the images in various temples аго remarkably handsome. The two 
temples of Suhaji and Бе and specially that of Sethji may bo said to 
be the grandest in Brindabas, This temple of Bethji i» a very fine. 
specimen of Hindu temple-buidmg. Its type i» South-Lodian and the 
South-Indinn priests prevail there. Tbe temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though be was not a South-Tudien himerlf it beara the stamp 
of that sido ax bis Gora came from that part of Indis. This temple was 
built at ао enormous cost aud maintains a batch of 108 priests, ‘Lhe 
expenses of the temple are Rs. 365 per diem. We bad the fortune to 
visit the temple during its annual celebration. Tbe whole sene of the 

| and the procession was indeed majestic creating an atmosphere of 
E ‘days of Hindu glory. "The Gadur Siamblia cr pillar in tbe fiout 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
"Bon wr Tal gu (gollen palm tree. Tes height ік about twenty- 
two fest from the base and looks very impromive, Episodes from 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
tho images are marvelluwaly executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Manganatb. The temple of Sah 
has one very special peculiarity. The marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere 
type. ‘There impre sed us by the uassivences of their costly stones as 
expenses ntailed in their execution. 

marks may now be mide as regards the Vaisnawa theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Grindaban, The Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as tho Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas, "Tho originator of this group wi ny» Dev himself. 











ve we seen pillare of this 





nd коска, 














Ах ie well kaawa at first the God Vistou was worshipped by the Vain- 


as the very name of tbe sect indicates, Then the ideaof "Avatar 
or incarnation came to the foreground ond so we get first 
part incarnation and then Krishna as warnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnations, to sava the world from the hands of the non- 
lehoving sinners. Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom hia followers 
lieve to bave been an incarnation of Sree Krisbna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
ai Chaitanya Dev require oor close investigation, Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave atiracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees are the ^ Aiswaryya," "una" and “Mudburyys Rana, 

‘The non-Bengali people of India seem to bave been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the later. Thos we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult,“ Aiswaryya’ connotes power and fortune while "Madhus 
Tyya" means love. Risus of course possesses there two qualities i 

bim. ‘The noa-Bengalie seem to have more liking for the *Aiswaryya' 
quality of Krishna and so they revel in bis exploits in Mashura, 
Dwarska and inthe internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas, ‘Tho Bengalis on the otber hand are zealous supportere of the 
/Mudburyyo Hasa" and they have shown their leanings to it ко mocb 
so that that they did not allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
“Fortune) at Brindaban wben they found the toxn. Asa result a 
temple of Lakshmi exists only 3 miles off from Brindaban on tbe other 
side of the шов, -the place being known as Belban where people 
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flock to worship her on certain days a» they do not like to mise her 
favour io worldly affairs, Even when we consider this Майһигууа 
quality we find that there are two views in its connection. Some 
uphold "'Swakiya'" view and rome "Parekiya” and “Madhura Има" 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnaven, it can- 
mot be cultivated adequately by a man with hi» own wife (Swakiya), 

-making should be done with “Parakiya™ which involves. 
and sacrifice, Chaitanya Dev held the view. Tho 
i rect to which he belonged wa» originally а South-Indian sect. 
Hie connection with this sect ax well as bis liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom he bad a famous conversation about the 





















theory among hie followers, Henceforth 
followers of Bengal were known as the Gandiya Vaisnavas. 

‘Tho chief temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Drindaban as refer. 
Ted to before ix that of Medanmohan. ‘The Bengalis seem to heve 
forgotten Madhabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
‘Beindaban locality and te whose rect (Maddli) Chaitanye Dev hime 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and ie followers, In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
While in most cares we shall miss theaaine in non-Hengali temples. 
Now an everybody knows among the three centres of the Bengali Val 
smaves—Nawadwip, Puri and Brindaban—Navadwip ie more amo. 
cited with the вате of Chaitanya Dev though Puri взт him asa 
living God during the latter part of his life, while Brindaban was only 
cavually visited by bim. So, however тне importance Сһайапу® 
Dev binwelf attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were satiafied with 
lis personality and did not think much of that place, ‘The importance 
which the Gaudia Vaianavas attaches to the place пя more in connec- 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswnmia, 
than with the Radia Krishna legend. 

To the idealists of "Parakipa" the introduction of Radha wax 
emential, She was not the wife of Krisbna in ber earthly relationship 
“und the love-adventures of the tera, is, Radhe and Krishna are silus- 
Motive of the “Parakiga™™ theory of the Deugali. Vaisnavas. ‘There in 








one mburdinale element—e kind of subewrent—furnibed in the epi 
нобе ol: lovemaking ly Chendravali, the chief zîval of Radha in oom- 
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say many things about the two, even of their previews amours in heaven. 
It ie peculiar in the Bengelî poetical work Krishnw-Kitten, that this 
Chandiavali has been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace 
found, but we find Madha ib every 
ple.“ Radbarani” is the term which fs on tbe lips of everybody wt 
Brindaban. 


To tho Vaimavas of other provinces the injunction of the six 
Goswamis bave little value, Even в seet of the modern Valenavus of 
Bengal have disclaimed the infallibilits of the Goewsmis. They are 
the present "'Gaudiyn Math” people of Bengal. They ore now trying 
to lave в stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Valeraves, The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sahajiyse. T scented а considerable 
number of them at this plase but have not been able to know mach 
of them for obvious diffivultion 

Regarded ww я centre of Vaienava culture and learning the place i» 
not very progresive. However, the Mhakti.Vidyalays Tounded under the 
‘aunpives of the Gandiya Vaienavar ie doing some good to the Valenave. 
Public, But ite shortness of funds and Tack of public sympathy made ue 
have mixgivings regarding ite future. "Tbe school is ron mainly through 
Ihe energetic efort» of Breejut Kaminikumar Ghesh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gourapada Ghosh (both residents of Beindsban) who dertrve vor 
уте praise. We visited this schoo! and found to our «stisfartion 
‘That the wuthorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
keran (Granimar) and another for Daren (Philosophy). Of course 
both тенор on Veîxnava fines. The Horinamamrita узатат and 
Huri Bhokti-Bilas ere the two books of this »cbocl read by pupils, We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the bouse of Sreejats Nirai Das 















and Brindsten Dae. Nitsi Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Churita. 
тей of Kristona Dax Kaviraj which be showed to os We could mat 
мету many parties of Kirton at the place and wo are bardiy com- 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in oar owa literature made 
us compare them by a visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from our first-hand knowledge, In more sense than ono our visit to 
the р we are grateful to our prevent 
‘Vice-Chancellor ме bad our diseppoirtwents too. People who 
come to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal. 
In the open беа» they have to live in tents and shift from place to 
placo. But it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
litle, Under the circumstances we bad perforce to remain satisfied. by 
visiting the main temples. of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed пате of 
Kadha Krishna for a future batch to visit. 
We went to Mathura on » (ling visit on Wednesday, the lat 
October only for а day. What we saw there did not impress us much. 
We could vinit only a few important temples and ghats, ‘The ghats are 
Matborw's speciality. Unlike Brindeban the town of Mathura faces 
the river Jamuna ond tbe whole length of it is studded with ine ghats. 
Here also the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge ie doing 
m io it. Among the temples visited by ur were thoro of 
Dwarkanoth, Kubjanath, Kaqwamardsn, Kalbbairab, Dhruba, Bali 
and Saptarsi and among tbe ghats, those of Misra Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat. At Bisram Ghat we witoessed that very interesting 
seromony the “armii” of the Jamun. For want of time some of np 
sould not visit Bhuterwar Mabadev* and Redba Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura). Neo the latter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Chari 


is that of Dwarkanath. "Tbe other temples are but poor specimens 

















the specimens at the Манат Municipal. Монос, 
theology bas fai'ed to strike any deep root at Mathura. 
Goudiye Vaishnavas bave very little bold on the people of 


town, evd вв а matter of fact, tbe Bengali population at 
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little ““Madbora Rara" in it, a» Krishna ja "Aiewaryya" ix being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thue in place of Radha, Kobja and 

ү Rukmini figure prominently, and in. two places, riz., Kubjsmath and 
Dhruba-tilà Visbnu with four arms with Bankba, Chakra, Gadi and 
Padma figures and not Krishna with bis Aute. l'rom what I have seen 
in Brindaban-Matbura locality may I surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Gcwwamis found it hard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology bod so being disappointed sont back thei 
valuable literary productions to Beogal—thele ожо land—for preeerva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
guess from the present condition of lirindaban. 

We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus 
cripta but unfortunately could secure поре. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nûva manuscripts may be found in the temple of Ratha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver. Во 
they ore difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
day to possess them foe the beueüit of Vaishnava scholars of Beagal. 

Tn this connection I would like to point out that doubts may turk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending studente of this 
Department outside Bengal and wot confine their educational activities. 

within the bounds of this province, ‘The condition of Bengali langcage 
6 and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
I besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. Of 
‘courre attention sbould more be confined to places and region» withia 

| Bengal for this purpose- 
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Я on the eve of the Pujas lant усаг I started for Brindaban 
with a party of nine students belonging to the Sixth. Year Indian 
Vernaculars Department of the Caleutta University ofa Benares and 
Agra, The object of the tour was to combine the pleasures of an 
€x ursion with some eng in connection with the Vaisnave period 
of the Mediaeval Bengali literature and Т spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twelve d my disposal for pm pose. 

Wo broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. Т may mention, 
in this connection, the temples of Viswanath aod Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars. 
1 was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time T 
happened to visit Pori-Bhobaneswar locality with a batch of studente 
belonging to the Indian Verna.ulare Department just as this year 1 
Visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 
and preserve associations of Пода тат and Jainism which to some extent 
abverted or influenced the Hindo cult of Siva Siva at Buobaneawar 
` had to contend with the Jaina intlaence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 

Benares ће had а similar rival in Daddba himself in the neighbouring 
Village of Mrizedava later on known a» Sarnath. This place was 
“chosen by Buddha himself ая bis first preaching centre, In spite of 
hin beat efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success, 
"The Bengali Hindu» patronise in а far greater degree the Siva of 
Bonares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief rason is 





























Ret fer to seek. Ойма bas ortak folk-lore similar to the folirsongs of 
in bonour of Siva. Be scere se ын 
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Benares than to Orissa for ite religious inspiration. Hence, Bevares 
became a grent centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. Thi» happened 
the Bengali craduslly began to settle at 
in large numbers and in course of time made the town 
к! of Bengal. Under the circumstances, the Sivayana 
literature of Bengal has very little to do with the traditions of the 
though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra han 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 

-xcavations around, inflamed the imagin tion 

























me, however. cannot be ‘of the recent architecture and 

of Mulagandhskuti-vibara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to а certain Caylonose organisation. The fresopaintings here were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Me. Nosha. ‘Those seemed 
excellent indeed, bat whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
is for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 16th October, There, 
we passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the Tejmabal, Agra Fort, Sikaodrs 
Trimadod-dnullab and Fatebpur-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also ad- 
mired the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place 
There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still thee cultural value ie immense. Tho beautiful queen 
of the Mausoleum, the aj. crested an impresion in our minds 
never to be forgotten. ‘The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Atimadud-dauttab, as Ив name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
daollah (Nurjaban's father) and of bis family. All these fine buildings 
re splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri tbe Moghul 
art iv relieved bere und there with specimens of Hindu and Ch nee. 
aris, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known ая tbe Buland- 
Durwaza with buge flights of stairs cannot escape one’s notice. "The 
grand boildings at Agra overlooking the Taj contain many reminisce 


Dea aes, ‘The buildings as described in 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds as described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes a combination of Hinda and Todo- 
Suracenic art in tbe construction of towns and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Ielamie rule in 
Bengal. 





day, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
wieney from Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of occasional stoppages was extremely tiresome. 
our destination safely. O 
and we finished our work as 
short tin On reaching the de: pe what 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna. The present 
Beindaban is а amall town with narrow streets а lanes and closely 
packed buildings. Tbe town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-infested Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening spaco. 
Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and associations 
(some gen nd some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult whioh deserve our close attention, specially as we aro interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vah "n 
Regarding: topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brinduban situated in the region called 
Brajaroandal which is about 84 crore» in ciren "The locality 
was under the Kings of Matharamandal, Madhuban or Surasona 
country a» it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathara. Madhuban became famous. Ramayana story aa the 
Mently а non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are bardly two bondred and fifty years oll 
and ite formar name was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
аге mugh older than its present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
‘16th century, Both the towns of Mathurs an! Brind aban stand on 
the same bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
‘once occupied opposite banks as some scholars. would have оя believe. 
The town of Drindaban is enly six miles to the west of the 
town of Mathura. ‘On the opposite bank of Mathora some four miles. 
to the east lies the locality of Gokula. According toa local tradition 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by side in Gokula. One of them 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster farher of Sree Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabhanu (father of Sree Radha). Nanda Ghosh's place was known 
as Mababan while Brikabbano’s place was known as Raul where Radha 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in hi ody 
Whon stolen fron the palace of Kamsa, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within so short a distance from Mathura only the 
river Jamuna intervening. So, he shifted (rom Gukala and established 
himself at a placo called after. him Nam h was about 
miles from Mathura, Brikebhanu also change) bÎ place and sattlod 
within three milen (rom Nanta's new towa, Beikabhanu's new placo 
Both Nandagram and Burshka are within. 
lal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of tbe Jamuna and therefore on u The Dan-ahat (lit. 
‘Toll-cotlecting Ghat) ociated with Kei sports with Hadha on а 
boat, is aboot 19 о the west of the town of Brindaban wi 
Mathura stands to its east aud in this locality iı 
hillock Gobardhan, Both the Dao.ghat on the Jamuns and the G аг. 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathora town, The whol 
region of Urajamaailal, as wa were told, is full of 
some parta of seen by us, corroborate thie fact 
It is vary difficalt to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramaodal. Some scholars would 
say that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindiban. 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
changing ite course. Unfortunately there i» nothing to sabstantinte 
ос corroborate it although there are some sigas of erosion and slight 
changes in the course of the river, Some would resent even the very 
name of Radha as fictitious and of later introduction while our whole 
‘Vaisnava lyrical literatare depends on hor existence nut only spiritually 
but also physically to illustrate “ parakiya ™ amour» of Ratha-Krisbna, 
Evon admitting that there wasa Radha the Beogali Vaisnavas of 
Brindaban will never agree to ber carrying milk-pail to Mathura as abe 
‘was а princess and ber father was supposed (0 have been more power- 
fol thon Nanda, If at all she carried the milk-pail and mot Sreo 
Krishna on the Dan-ghat, it was at а place far removed from Mathura 
which standa on the same side with Barshin and Dao-ghat. If wo 
believe in the topography theo selling of milk by the бори of Brinda- 
banjin the market of the Mathura town cannot stand asa credible 
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suggestion. "Thon also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnavas 
of Frindaban would invent в myih,—that it was done süpernaturally, 
And thereby the distance way covered. А parallelism is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of а lotus, The elosing of petale 
moans shortening the distance and opening up means Иж lengthening. 
АП of course was possible due to the di 0d sportive nature of Sree 
Krishna. What comment should we make on this ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands does not 
support the amare of Radha and Krishna on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokuls which, a» I have already said, lies to the 
east of Mathura on the other bank of the Jainuna about four miles off. 
According to the legend Nan la deserted Маһаһап in Gukala and went 
to live in Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Be kabhiinu when 
Krishna was only а baby. Foc а me baby to bave taken part ia the 
sports described by Bangali Vaishnava posts is a manifest impossibility. 
Besides, we know Akrura, the inessonger of long Караа, invited and. 
took with him Keisbox ant Balaram from Nao lagraı and not from 
Mubaban to Mathura to цео) the * Divvaury sjos 
ultiıa oly killed by Sree Krishna. At the im» Akrura vi 
gram in Brajamanlal Krishoa wae making love to Radha and other 
Opis «n performing various feats t astonish his brother cowboy, 
Вә the whole scene of the Krishna legend in connection with 
making to Radha requires to be placed in Br 
Gokula, eoasidering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispeasation. To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
mise all the local identification of places and find out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radba-Krishna legend ? 

The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 

reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radha and Krishna by the wide 

ов the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition. 
ant Naakakbands of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
опе Chandidas and the lyrics of other poete if we do not admit their 


= town of Brindaban, as it stands today, owes its origin to 
Horis of Santana and other Bengali Vaisnava saints 
D fest 
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followed, Ц if of which are tbow of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 

them the temple of Sabaji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of x 
Bankobehari, Radha-Damodas ndar, Radhaballay, Redbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Molkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarakuroar’s Asam, Adwaita-bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul-tal 
Jamena Puli, Kaliya Daman, Brahms Kunda, Nidhuban and 
Nikunjabao, deserve special notice. Of the above, Madanmoban as we 
have said was installed by Sanatana Goswami, In thi temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and his followers are found. Unfortunately, the 
original images of Madeomoban and Iadbarant are not to be found 
they were long ago taken away by tbe Raja of Karauli, ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madhu Pandit ‘and arociated with the family 
of Nityananda is an important one, The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association, It in а remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. The temple of Radharmman 
has associations with Gopal Bhatta Goswami, The temple of Gokula- 
manda possesses the memory of Lokenath, "'Sringar bat 
tions with Nityananda. wt" of Adwaita and 
(Tamarind tree shade) of + baitanya Dev, Under the al 
latter treo Chaitanya Dev used to sit during his brief visit to Brindaba 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once situated over. 
looking the Jemuna. The iple. of Radh 'smodar bears reminis- 
conces of Jib Goswami; the llaakubehari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Kadbabatiay temple of the Ballavi sect also. deserve mention, 
‘The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for theie beauty. It may be mentioned bere that almost 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. "The two 
tomples of Babaji and Вед and specially that of Sethji may be sald to 
be the grandest in Briodaban. This temple of Setbji in a very fine 
specimen of Hindu tewple-building. Its type is Sourh.Indian. and the 
South-Indian priests prevail there. The temple in attributed to Jagat 
Seth. Though he was not а South-Indian ипие it besre the samp 
Of that side as bis Gara came from that part of India. This temple was 
built ot an enormous cost and maintain» a batch of 105 priests, Ibe у 
expenses of the temple аге Ks. 363 per diem. We bad the fortune to — 
‘Visit the temple during its annual celebration. ‘The whole scene of the 


indeed wojestie creating an atmosphere of. 
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courtyard is coated wholly with and the people call it erroneously 
“Sonar Tal.guchh’* (golen palm tree). Tus beight ie about twenty- 
two feat from tha bate and looks very impressive. Episodes from 
Ilindu mythology have been engraved on the stono walls all around and 
the images are marvelously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Ranganath, ‘The temple of Sahaj 
һал one very special pezuliarity. The marble pillars supporting the 
roof aie zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
буре, ‘These impre sed us by the massiveness of their costly stones ax 
woll as by the expenses and workmanship eatailed in their execution. 
A few remark may now be mido as regards the wa theology. 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Brindaban. The Bengali 
group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gandiya 
‘Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev. himself. 
As is woll known at first the God Vishnu was worshipped by the Vais- 
navas as tho very name of the sect indiwates, Then the idea of Avatar 
or incarbation ean the foreground and so we got first Hama ая a 
part incarnation and then Ке full incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnations. to save the world from the bands of the non- 
believing sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to bave been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu ава Rams those of Sree Krishna 
and Chaitanya Dey require our close investigation. Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees ore the *'Aiswaryya, "бова" and *' Madburyya Rava," 
"The non-Bengali people of India seein to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter, ‘Thus we 
Gnd in the Up-country the Hama cult bas more votaries ti that of 
Krishna cult, *Alswaryya” connotes power and fortune while '"Madhu- 
vyys mesos love. Krishna of course possesses tbese (wo qualities io 
bim. ‘The moa-Bengalis seem to have more liking for the "Aimwaryya" 
quality of Krishna and «o they revel in hi» exploits in Mathura, 
жагана and inthe internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pundayas, "The Bengalis on the other hand are zealous supporters of the 
“Madhuryya Kasa” and they bave shown their leanings to it «o much 
жо that that they did not allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
Fortune) at Brindsban wbeo they found tho town. Asa resulta 
temple of Løkshmi exists only 3 miles off from on the otber 
sido of the Jamuna, the place being known as Belban where people 
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flock to worship her on certain days a» they do not like to miss her 
fayour i6 worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quality we Gnd that there are two views in Ик connection. Some 
uphold "'Swakiya'* view and rome ““Parskiya'” and “Madhura Пана? 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnava», it can. 
bot be cultivated adequately by а man with bis own wife (Swakiya] 
Thie lovemaking should be done with уз" which involves 
great risk and saerifice. Chaitonya Dev held the Parakiya view. The 
Майды! sect to which be belonged was originally a South-Indian sect. 
His connection with this sect a well ax his liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom he bad famous conversation about the 
“Madhura Rasa" reem to bave some influence over Chai 

establinbing: the theory among 

followers of Bengal were known өк the Ga 

‘The chief temple of the Bengali Vaienavas at Drindaban aw: refor- 
red to before js that of Madanmoban. ‘The Bengalis seem to have 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who first found tbe image of Gopal a 
Brindabon locality and to whose rect (Maddii) Chaitanya Dov himeelf: 
belonged. "They only remember Chaitanya and his followers, Га. 
every Bengali temple tbe. дебей image of Chuitanya i» to be found. 
while in most eaves we shall mise the same. in. noo-Beogali temples. 
Now as every body knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vais 
sonvae—Navadwip, Puri amd. Brindabon—Navadwip. is. more: азык 
ciated with the name of Chaitanys Dev though Pari saw him ana, 
living God doring the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban wan only. 
casually visited by him. So, however much importance Chaitanya: 
Dev bimself attributed to Brindaban, hie followers were satisfied. with. 
his personality and did not think much of that place. ‘The. importance: 
lich the Gaudiya Vainnavas attaches to the place ıs шого йв connec- 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswami, 
than with the Radha. Krishna legend. 

‘To the idealiste of "Parakiya" tbe. introduction of Бадра was, 
непца], She was not the wife of Krishna im her earthly. relationshigy 
мой the love-adventures of the (wo, eis.. Radha wd Krishna are illus 
trative of the "Parakiya'" theory.of the Bengali Vaisuavan. There je 




















ове sobordinate olement—a kind of subcw rent—furnished in the epi. 
wide of lovemaking by Chandravali, tbe chief rival of Radba in cous, 
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y many things about the two, even of their previous amour in heaven. 
Tris peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirtan, that tbis 
Chandravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Brindsban no trace 
of Chandravali has been found, but we find Radha in every 














temple. ""Radharani^* ie the te ich i» on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban. 
То the Vj of other provinces the injunction of the six 





Goswamin have little value. Even а seet of the modern Vaisnavns of 
Bengel have disclaimed the infallibility of the Goswarnis. They are 
the present “Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. "They are now trying 
fo have а stable footing te of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the 











T scented a considerable 
umber of them at this place but have not. been able to know much 
of them for obvious diffienlties. 

Regarded as a centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place ix 
not very progressive, However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
munpicen of the Gh е îa doing some good to the Vaienava 
Public. Bot ít» shortness of fonds and lack of publie sympathy made us 
have mingivines regarding its foture. The school is run mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumer Ghesb and his worthy «on 
Dr. Gnurapada Ghorh (both residents of Hrindaban) who deverve our 
bnvtinted praise. We visited this school and found to our satiefartion 
that the authorities have opened already two departments, one for Vyn- 
karan (Grammar) and another for Daran (Philorophy). Of course 
both nre tought on Vaisnaya lines, ‘The Harinamamrita Vyakeran and 
Hori Biak- Bilas are wo books of this rehool read by popils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at- the bouse of Sreejuts Nitai Dae. 
and Brindatan Das. Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
mrita of Keisha Das Kaviraj which he showed to ux We could not 
Vinit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and ко are hardly com- 

nt to give m ion abont them. 
эм In every dose Brimloban we found great enthusiasm in 
explaining the sectarian dogmas to strangers, often embellished by 
supernatural elemerts, In these stories wonderful dreams figured mot 
frees talked. Be that ae iti may, my toor with the students 
to ‘was fruitful in many ways, Before coming to this place 
‘our Ideas about ite tepography.im ite beating cn tbe legend: of. Krishna. 
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were rater hazy. Besides, the references in our own literature. 
us compare them by а visit to the place for clearing certain probleme 
from опе Grat-band knowledge. In mere sense than one our visit to 
the plare was a success and for this we are grateful 10 our present 
Vice-Chancellor, Yet we had our disappoir iments too. People who 
come to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of Hrajamandal, 
ла felda they have to live in and shift from place to 
















But it requires time and money, of both of which we һай very 
satisfied. by 
the 





Under the circumstances we had perforce to rew 
Visiting the main temples of the town of Beindaban and leavi 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the ballowed m 
Radba Krishna for a future beteh to visit. 

'e went to Maibura on a flying. visit on Wednesday 
October only for a day. What we saw there did not impress us much. 
We could visit only а few important temples ond ghats, The ghats are 
Matbora’s speciality. Unlike Brindeban the town of Mathura facos 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it judded with fine ghate, 
Here also the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge ix doing 
much barm to it, Amang the temples visited by ur were thoro of 
Dwarkansth, Kubjenath, Kamesamardan, Kalbhaireb, Dhrub», Bali 
LI Baper aed among the ghats, those of Hieram Ghat. and 
Dbruba Ghat, At Bisram Gbat we witnessed. that very interesting 
ceremony the ol the Jamuna. For want of time some of 
ouk! not visit Bhuteswar Mabades* and Radha Kund (22 wiles from 
Mothurw), Near the letter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. The bat is also situated as we bave said 
before, in this locality, The chief temple with rome air of grande 
is that of Dwarkanath. ‘The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we cculd mot study carefully 
the specimens at the Mathurs Municipal Mureum, Тһе Gandiya 
theology has failed to strike any deep root at Mathura, The 
Gaudija Vaisbnaves bave, very little hold on the people of the 
town, вий a» a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathare 
la very small. Chaitanya Dev end his followers seem to have made 
mo impresion st thie place. Even the cult of Kihbne bax very 
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little “Madhura Rasa” in it, a» Krishna in “Aiswaryya'’ ie being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, eis., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tilê Vishnu with four arma with Sankba, Chakra, Gadi and 
Райта figures and not Krishna with bis flute. From what I have seen. 
io Lrindaban-Marhura locality may T surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswaris found it bard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent baek their 
valuubile literary productions to Bengal—their own Jand—for preserva- 
tion ? They were not (ar wrong in their apprebensions as we can 
gues from the present condition of Beindaban, 

‘We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus- 
eripts but unfortunately could secure пове. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava manuseripte may be foond in tbe temple of Rjdba-Dimodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver. Bo 
they are difficult to procure but we Боре our University will try some 
duy to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of Bengal. 

Tn this connection T would like to point oot that doubts may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending studeuts of this 
Lepartment outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of tbi» province. ‘The condition of Bengali language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts, Buch excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our Titeratwe contains. OF 
course attention should more be confined to places and regions within. 
Bengal for this purpose- 




















A VISIT TO BRINDABAN 


Dn. T. С. Das GUPTA, M.A., FELD. 


ч (Reprinted [rom the Catentta Review, November, 1937) 


4 


ar 






A VISIT TO BRINDABAN 


Da. Тлмомлкисилзан 





Das Gurm, M.A., Ри, D. 
‚сыен 








eve of the Pujas last year I started for Brifdaban 
party of nino students bel fo the Sixth Year Indian 
Vernacillare Department of the Caloutta University eia Henares apd 
Agro. ‘The object of the tour was to combine the pleasures of an 
ex urson with some enquiries în connection with the Vaisnava period 
ratare and I spared no pains to wtilise the 
my disposal for ри рове, 
We broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindaban and s 
nearly two doya hurriedly vi ce» of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention, 1 may mention, 
in this conne-tion, the temples of Viswanath and Anuaporn 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin 
т vek by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
t with that of the other peoples of India, Там time 1 
happened to visit Pari-Bhubaneswar locality with а batch of studente 
belonging to the Indian Verna-ulate Department ji thin year 1 
Visited Benares. Both the places contain relos of the Saiva cult 
and preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
subserted or influenced the Hinds cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
had to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Bonares he had а similar rival in Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrigadava later on known a» Sarnath, This place war 
chosen by Buddha himeelf as his first preaching centre. Io spite of 
hie best efforts perhaps be did mot achieve any appreciable success. 
‘Tho Bengali Hindus patronise in а far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief resson it 
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Benares than to Orissa for ita religious inspiration Hence, Benares 
became в great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali, This happened 
to such an extent that the Bi gradually began to settle at 
Benares in lange numbers and in course of time made the town 
on ndjinet of Bengal. Under the cireomstances, the Sivayana 
lits of Bengal has very little to do with th 
god of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra bas 
many references to tho god and the place. As regarde Sarnath tho 
tupa and the excavations around, inflamed the linagin stion 
udonts and mad them think of the past groatness of Indi 
The same, however, cannot be raid of the recent architecture and 
palotings of Malagandhakuti-vibara (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to a certain 
exerted by the celebrated Japanese artist 
excellent indeed, but whether the combi ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy— 
je for connoisseurs to decide. 
Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 1th October, 

we passed two days in sight-seeing. Tbe fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the Tojmahal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
Tümwhwl-dagah and Fatehpur-Sikri overwhelmed us, We also ad. 
mind the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place, 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature. still their cultural value Is immense. The beautiful queon 
of the Mausoleum, the Taj, created an impression in our minde 
never to be forgotten, ‘The Siksodra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
imadod-daultah, as ite name indicates, eontains the grave of Itimadud- 
daullah (Nurjahan's father) and of bis family, АП these fine buildinge 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghol 
artis relieved bere and there with specimens of Hindu and Ch nese 
aris. Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Bulaod- 
Durwaza with huge flights ef stairs cannot escape one's notice. The 

buildings at Agra overlooking the Taj contain many reminire 

























of Sahujahan and Aurangzeb. The buildings as described in 
literature | 
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Jaltungi pillare, courtyards and compounds as described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Suracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as a natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Islamio rule in 
Bengal. 

We loft Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of ocensional stoppa: 
our destination safely 













sbort time, On reaching the destination our депата was somewhat 
sh. garding the МуШо land of Lord Krishna. The present 
Janes and closely 
"The town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-infested Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only a sandy waste in the intervening space, 
Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and associations 
(ome genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially as we are interested iû 
Bengali lite which contains many references to Vaisnavisi. 
Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference, ‘The locality 
was under the Kings of Mathuramandal, Madhuban or Surasena 
conntry us it remains to-day under the District Officer of the Dintriot 
of Mathura. Mudhuban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently a non-Aryan chief, who wax defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land (ога long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hardly two bondred and fifty years old 
‘and ita formar name was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of the place 
‘are much older than ita present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16ih century, Both the town» of Mathura an! Brind aban stand on 
‘The sme bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
ance occupied opposite banks as some scholars would have us believe. 
Town of Brindaban i» ошу sîx milen to the west of the 
Mathura, On the ае tank of Mathura sowe four miles 
je east lies the locality of Gokula- According toa local tradition 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by mde in Gokula, Опе of them 
жая Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) 
Brikabhenu (father of Sree Radha), Nanda Ghosh’ 
os Mababan while Drikabbanu's place was known as Raul where Radha 
was born. Non Sree Krishna in his custody 
stolen from the palace of Kamsa, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within so short a distance from Mathura only tbe 
E Вә, he shifted (rom Q 
himself at а place ealled after bim 
miles (rom Mathars. place and settled 
within three miles fron Brikabbaau's new place 
was koown эя Пон Both Nandagram and Barshia are within 
Beajemandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamana and therefore on the same side, The Danozhat (tit. 
Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha ona 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the towa of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to its east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-gbat on the Jamuna and the Goba 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura towa. ‘The whole 
region of Beajauisodal, as we were toll, ie full of pasture lands, and 
some parte of it, в» seen by us, corroborate this fact. 

It in very difficult to reconcile the different theonos regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal aod Matharamandal. Some scholars would 
say that the river originally tlowed between the towns of Brinduban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing ita course. Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
of cortoborate it although there are some signe of erosion aod slight 
‘changes ia the course of the river. Some would resont even the vary 
пате of Radha as fictitions and of later introduction while our whole 
‘Vaisnaya lyrical literature depends on her existence nut only spiritually 
bot also physically to illustrate * parakiya "" amours of Ra-Iha-Krisbna. 
Even admitting that there wats Radha the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Brindabao will never agree to her carrying milie-pail to Mathura as ahe 
was a princes and hor father was supposed 1o have beon more powers 
ful than Nonda. If at all ehe carried the milk-pail ant met Sron 
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suggestion, Then also falla through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna, To meet the situation, the Bengali Vi vas 
of Brindaban would invent à myth,—that it was done aupernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. А parallelism is drawa with 
the opening and closing of petals of a loti The closing of petals 

menns its lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Bree 
Krishna, What con t should we make on this ? 

The whole topography of place as it now stands does 
on the Jamuna unless we 
ıe the whole scene in Gokul» which, as Т have already said, lies to the 

east of Mathura on the other bank af the Jamuna about four miles off 
Acconding to the 1, d Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokula and went 
to live іп Nandagram in Braj 
Krishna was only a baby, fora ware baby to bave taken ран in the 
sports described by М manifest linpowsibility.. 
Besides, we know Akeura, the mesenger of kong Карча, invited and 
took with him Kebas ant Balaram from Nan lagrem and not from. 
Muahaban to Mathura to attend the * Dianurysjna” of Kamsa who was 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishna. At the tim» Akrura visited Nanda- 
gram in Bresjamandal Krishoa was u е to Radhs and other 
әрін an 1 performing various feats to astonish his brother euwbays. 
Bo tho whole scene of the Krishoa legend in connection with bis love- 
making to Radha requires to b» placed in Brajemandal and vot 
Gokula, eoasidering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensation. To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and Gnd out new ones to 
support the scones of the Radba-Krishna legend ? 

"The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
renllty of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radba and Krishna by the side. 
` of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda ant Naukakbanda of See-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
one Chandidas aud the lyrics of other poete if we do not admit their. 
connection with these amours ? 

The town of Brindaban, as it stands today, owes its origin to 
D Sn “iy n Vaisoava sainta known 


























































Gowwami. How Sanatana boilt bis бим temple 
the belp of а merchant ina story even now 
After this temple many others 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. , Among 
them the temple of Sahaji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankubehort, Radha Damodar, Sy: ndar, Radhaballav, Radbaraman, 
Gokulananda, Holkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Hobu's temple, 
Asam, Adwaita-bat, Brinzer-bat, Топо. 
Daman, Brahma Kundi Nidbuban and 
Nikuojaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, Madanmohan as we 
bavo said was installed by Sanataus Goswami. To this temple many 
relies of Chaitanya Dev and bis followers are foond. Unfortunately. the 
original images of Madanmohan and Hadbarani are not to be found ay 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Каган. ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attriboted to Madbu Pandit and associ with the family 
‘of Nityananda ie an important one, The temple of 
built by the Raja of Jaipur bas Bengali aecciation. It is 
Boe specimen of Hindu temple architecture. The temple of Rai 
has associations with Gopal Thatta Goswami, The temple of Goki 
nanda possesses the memory of Lokenath, "'Sringar-bat"" has вой. 
tions with Nityananda, **Adwaita-bat" of Adwaits and “Tentul-tale’ 
(Tamarind tree shade) of * laitanya Dev, Under the shade of thir 
latter tree Chaitanya Dov used to mt during his brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishos and the place was once situated over- 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis- 
conces of Jib Goswami; the Bankabebari temple of the Nimbarka несі. 
and the Radbabaliav temple of the Ballavi sect also deserve mention. 
‘The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemiodar family are 
remarkable for thei beauty, It may be mentioned here that almost 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. The two 
temples of Sabaji and Sethji and specially that of Seth]! may be said to 
be the grandest in Brindaban. Thie temple of Bethji i» a very fine 
specimen of Hindu temple-buiding. Its type ia Somh-Iodian and the 
Bouth-Indian priests prevail there, ‘The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Seth. ‘Though he wax not a Soutl-Todivn himself » beare the stamp 
of that side ax bis Guru саше from that part of India. ‘This temple was 
Ман a se soormons cost and maintains а bateb of 108 priests. ‘Ihe 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and the people call it erroneously 
“Bonwr Tal-gachh'* (gollen palm tree). Its beight is about twenty- 
Y — twofen from base and looks very impressive. Episodes from 
одо mythology have been engraved on the stone wı 1 around and 
the images are marvellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named !langanatb, ‘The temple of Sahaji 
hus обе very special posulisrity. һе marble pillars supporting the 
roof are xiprag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of thin 
type. "owe ирге ей us by the mansivences of their costly stones ar. 
well а» by the oxpensos and workmanship entailed in their execution. 
A few remarks may now be m. regards the Vaisnava theology 
nd the position of the Beozali Vaisnavas in Brindaban. The Bongali 
Vainnavas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known as the Gaudiya 
Vuisnavas. ‘The origivator of this group was Chaitanya Dew himself, 
As is woll known at first the God Vishnu was worshipped by thn Vais- 
navas as the very name of the sect indicates, Then the idexof* Avatar 
or incarnation е fo the foreground and so we got first Rama asa 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full incarnation of Vishnu among 
ny of his incarnations, to save tho world from the bands of the non- 
Last of all came Chaitanys Dev whom his followers 
(not of Vishnu! 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna: 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation. Among the various 
qualities of God the two which Dave wtirastad the grestest attention 
of the devotees are the "Фива" and “Madburyyn Rass, 
"Tho non-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter, Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult.“ Aiswaryya"" connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
тууа" means love, Krishna of coarse pomesses Шене two qualities in. 
im, "The non-Bengalis seem to bave more liking for the "Aumwaryya* 
quality of Krishnan and жо they revel in his exploits in Mathura, 
O Dwarika and jn the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
ан, ‘The Bengalis on the other hand are realous sapporter of the 
гуа Rasa" and they have shown their leanings to it so much 
“they did not allow any temple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
n wheo they found ihe town, Ава resulta | 
‘only 3 miles off from Brindaban on the otber 
be Есет 
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flock to worship her on certain days as they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs, Even when we consider this Madburyya 
quality we find that there are two views in ifs connection, Some 
uphold "Swskiya'" vi Madhura Пока’ 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnavas, it can- 
not be cultivated adequately by own wife (Swak 
This lowe ‘ing should be done with “Pa: 
great rik and merifice. Chaitonya Dev held the Parakiya view. Tho 
Maddhi sect to which be belonged was origi 

Hie connection with this seet ax well ae hie liking for Ramananda of 
the Deran with whom he bada famous conversation about the 
“Madhura Rasa" seen to have some influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
eatablishing the **Parakiya™ theory among his followers. Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known ns the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, 

The chif temple of the Bengali Vaisnavi Beindaban as refer- 
ted to before is that of Madanmoban. The Bengalis seem to have 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Beindaban locality and to whose sect (Maddhi) Chaitanya Dev bimeelf 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and bix followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Cheitanya ія to be found 
while in most cases we shall mise the samo in nou-engali temples. 
Now as eversboly knows among the three centres of the Bengalî Vai. 
suavae—Navadwip, Puri and Brindaban—Navadwip is more amos 
slated with the name of Chaitanya Dev though Puri saw bim ss m 
living God during the latter part of Lii life, while Briodaban wan only 
cavnally visited by him, So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dev himself attributed to Brindaban, his followers were satisfied with 
his personality and did not think much of that place, ‘The importance 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnayes attaches to the place ıs more in connec: 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswamin, 
then with the Radis-Krishne legend. 

"To the idealists of ""Parakiya" the introduction of Radha 
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жау many things about the two, even of their previonsamours in heaven. 
Та ін peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishns-Kirtan, that thi 
Chandrovali how been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work and Bengali convention support this view. A! Brindabun no trace 
of Chandravali has been found, but we fied Radha in every 
temple, "'Redharani' is the term which i on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban. 
To the Vi s of other provinces the injunction of the six 
Goswamis have little valne. Even а seet of fi modern. 
disclaimed the infallibility of They 
'Gaudiya Math" people of Bengal. now trying 
able footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. The éitreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sahnjiyas. Т scented a considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know moch 
of them for obvious difficulties. 
Regarded as a centre of Vai culture and learning the place ix 
not very progressive. However, the Bhakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
ie doing rome good to the Vaienava 
publia. Bot ite shoriners of funds and lack of public sympathy made us 
havo misgivings regarding its future, The school ix ron mainly through 
tho energetic efforts of Sreejot Kaminikamar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gavrapada Ghosh (both residents of Brindaber) who дентке our 
‘unitinted praise. We visited this school and found to our satisfw tion 
that the suthorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya- 
Koran (Grammar) and another for Darran (Phitorophy). Of course 
both are taught on Vaisnava fines. The Harinamamrita Vyakoron and 
Hari-Dhakti-Bilae are the (wo books of this reboc! sead by pupile. We 
ined at the house of Sreejuts Nitai Des 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our own literature iade 

iem by a visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
and knowledge, In more sense than one our visit to 
«ce» and for tbis we are grateful 10 our present 
Yet we bad our disappoirtments too. People who 
to see holy places visit. the-whole of Brajamandal. 
ey have to live in tents ond shift from place to 
time and money, of both of which we bad very 
"der tbe circumstances we had perforce to remain satisfied by 
Visiting the main ıı leaving the 
Areadion country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
Kadha Krishna for a future batch to visit 













October only fora day. What we «aw there did not impres. ws moch. 
We could visit onl - "The ghats are 
Mathura’s specia! i 

the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fine ghats. 
Mere also the Tamuna is full of inlets apd the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to M. Among the temples visited by ur were thome of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjapath, Kameawardan, Kalbbairab, Dhruba, Bali 
and Saptari end among the ghata, those of Hisam Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat. At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interosting 
ceremony the of the Jamupa. For wont of time «ome of n» 
could vot visit Bhuteswar Mahadev* and Radha Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura), Near the latter, Krisbnadas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Choritamrita. The Dan-ghat is also situated эв we have. ми 
before, in Ibis locality. The chief temple with some air of 

ip thot of Dwarkanath. ‘The ather temples are but poor 

af Hinda architecture. We regret we could not mody | 

‘the specimens at the Mathura Monicipal Mweum. The 
(Бедеу, bee (гей to iba элу дир root м E 
Gaudiya Vaishnavas have very little hok! on the people of 
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little “Madhura Rasa" in ît, a» Krishna in '""Aiswaryya" is being 
shown all over the town. ‘Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, ein., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tilà Vishnu with four arms with Bankba, Chakra, Gadā and 
Padina figures and not Krishna with bis Mute, From what 1 have seen 
in Brindaban-Mathura locality may I surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pari, the Goswamis found it hard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—their own Jand—for preserva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their apprebensions a» we can 
guess from the present condition of Beindaban 

We would bave been glad to securo some old Vaishnava manus- 
eripte but unfortunately could secure mme. We heard valuable Vaish- 
pava manuscripts may be found in the temple of Radha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of а Receiver, Во 
they are dificult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
May to possess them for the benefit of Vaishnava scholars of Beagal. 

To this connection I would like to point out that doubts may turk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending stodeuts of thie 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. The condition of Bengal) language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts. Sach excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand 
jing of many references and allusions that our 1иегание contains. Of 
courre attention should more be confined to places and regions within 
Bengal for this porpore. 
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the eve of the Pujas last year 1 started for Brindaban 
party of nine students belonging to the Sixth Year Indian. 
Department of the Caleuttn University eia Benares and 
object of the tour was to combine the pi 





ures of an 
ex urvion with some enquiries in connection with the Valsnava. period 
‘of the Mediaeval D. ода literature and 1 spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twolve days at my disposal for purpose 
Wo broke journey at Be on our way to. Brindaban and spent. 
nearly two days hurriedly which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention, I may mention, 
in this convertion, the temples of Viewanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
D truck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India. Last time I 
happened to visit. Puri-Bhuba 
belonging to the Indian V this year T 
visited Benares. сөн 
and preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
Td to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Benares ho had a similar rival in Buddha himself in (he neighbouring 
village of Mrizadava later on known ая Sarnath. This place was 
by Buddha himself ae bis first preaching centre. In spite of 
‘efforts perhaps he did not achieve any appreciable success. 
"The Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the 













Benares than they do the Siva st Bhubaneswar. Its chiet resson is 
Orissa has certain folk-lore similar to the fol 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religious inspiration, Hence, Benares 
became» groat centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. "This happened 
и the Bengal eraduolly began to settle at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of ti айе the town 
эп adjunct of Hengal. Under the circumstances, the Sivayane 
literature of Bergal bas very little to do with the traditions of the * 
god of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra hae 
many references to the god anil the place. Ax regards Sarnath the 
stopendous stapa and the excavations around. inflamed the imagin stion 
‘of the students and made them think of the past grostaoss of Lodi. 
‘The same, however, cannot be said of the recent architecture and 
Paintings of Malagandbakuti-vibars (a neighbouring building) belonging 
to а certain Ceylonese organisation. "The fresco-paintings hore were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr, Моо. "These seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Jupanose School is at all happy— 
ie for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October. ‘There, 
же passed two days їо sight-sesing. The fina Moghol architecture and, 
sculpture as represented in the Twjmabal, Agra Port, Sikandra, 
Ttimadid-dauilah and Fatebpur-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also ad- 
mired the workmanship in some otber minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
Wteraturo still their cultural is immense, The beautiful queen 
of the Mauoleums, the Taj, created an impression in our minde 
never to be forgotten. ‘The Sikandra, а few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
VMimadud-daullah, a» ite name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
daullah (Nurjahan"s father) and of bîs family. All these fine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
art is relieved here and there with specimens of Hindu and Chinese 
arts, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Baland- 
dh s file of stairs cannot escape one’s notice. The 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds a». described in our Bengali 
literature. Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Saracenlo art in the cor action of towns and buildings, as a natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Islamic rule in 
Bengal. 

We left Agra on Saturday, the 17th aod reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of oceasional stoppages wis extrsmely tiresome. However, we reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly six 
and we fininhed. our work much ая pos 
short time, On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna, ‘The present 
Brindaban is а small towo with narrow streets and lanes and closely 
packed buildings, The town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-infeated Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening space 

Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics пой associations 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially a» wo are interested in 
Bangali literature which contains many references to Vaistavism. 

Regarding the topography o! the place we should make it clear 
that the present town.of Brindaban i» situated in the region called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference. ‘The locality 
was under the Kings of Mathuramandal, Madhuban or Sarasena 
country as it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura, Madboban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitys evidently а non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satraghna, whose family hence. 
forth ruled the land foralong time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Briadaban are hardly two hundred and fifty years old 
atid ite formar namo was Pakirabad Yet the traditions of the place 
‘are much older than its present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century. Both the towns of Mathura ant Beiad aban stand оп 

_ the samo bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 

"опер occupied opposite banks as some scholars would bave us believe. 
The town of Brindaban {4 only ніх miles to the west of the 
‘On the opposite bank of somo four milos 
the locality of Gokula. Лоса] tradition - 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by mde in Gokula. One of them 
was Nonda Ghosh (foster father of Bree Krishna) and the other was 
Brikabhanu (father of Sree Radha), Nanda Ghosh's plee war known. 
as Mababan while Drikabhan known as Raul where Radha 
ler keeping baby Sree Krishos im his custody 
when stolen from the palace of Kamsa, king of Mathura, found it 
nly the 
ted from Gokula and established 
himself at a place called after hi agra which was about 
miles from Mathura. Brikıbbanu also change! his place ond sett! 
within three miles from Nanla's new town. Brikably 
was known ак Ilarshãn. Both Naodagra: 
Brajamandal and are sitvated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same «де. The Dan-zhat (lit, 
Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a 
boat, ів about 19 miles to the west of the towa of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to it east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-ghat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town. The whole 
Wwe were toll, is fall of pasture lands, and 
жееп by us, corroborate this fact. 

It le very difficalt to reconcile the different theories evgurding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Matburamandal, Some scholars would. 
say that the river Originally flowed between the towns of Brindiban. 
and Mathura and pow both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
changing its course, Unfortunately there is nothing to substantiate 
ос corroborate it although there are some sigas of erosion and alight 
changes in the course of the river. Some would rosent even the s 
ame of Radha aw fictitious and of later introduction while our. 
‘Vaienava lyrical literature depende on her existence mut 
‘but also physically to illustrate ** parakiyā ** amoare of Кеа 
Even admitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaianavas of 


Brindaban will never agree to her cwrrying milk-pail to Mathura аа she 
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suggestion, Then also falla through the consequent amours of Radin 
Krishns on the Таши То meet the situation, the Bengali Vaianacas 
of Brindabao would invent a myth,—that it was done sapernaturally, 
and thereby the di was covered. A parallelism in drawn with 
the open and closing of рез!» of lotus. The closing of petals 
means shortening the distance and opening ap means ite lengthening. 
All of course was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krishna. What comment should we make on the ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands doew not 
support the amour of Radha and Kesbos on the Jamuna unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokula which, as T сезду said, lies to the 
east of Mathura on the other bank of the Jaınuna ahont four miles off, 
According to the legend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokula and went 
to live in Nanmlagram ia Ве ndal followed by Brkabhüno when 
Krishna was only а baby. Fors mace baby to bavo taken part in the 
ports desaribed by Bangali Vaishaava poets is а manifest impossibility, 
Besides, wo know Akrura, tho mesenger of Wag Kaps, invited ond 
took with him Krishna ani Balsram from Хао lagram and not from. 
Mahaban to Mathura to attend the * Оһзапгуз}пз * of Kayes who wi 
ultimately killed by Sree Krishos, At the tims Akcura visited Nanda- 
ram in Beajamandal Krishna was making love to Radha and other 
Gopis ant porforang various feats to aston his brother cowboys. 
Бо tbe whole scene of the Krishna legend ia connection with bis tor 
making to Radha requires to be placed in Brajamandal and wot 
Gokula, eoasidering the location of the place, unless we take the һер 
of divine dispensation. То account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find oot new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radba-Krishna legend ? 

"The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radha and Krishna by the ride 
of and on the bosom of the rivec Jamuna. What will be the condition. 
of Daokhanda an! Naukakbanda of Sree-Krishna Kirtan attributed to: 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Brindaban, as it stands today, owen its origin to 
‘the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaisnava saints known 
a ‘Vasisnava Goswamis. How Sanatana built bis fist temple 

e with tbe heip of а merchant is a story even now 
оп everybody's lips at Brindaban. After thie temple many otbers 
12 





















































0 


916 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW [sov. 


followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides there, there are hundreds of othor tomples. 
them the temple of Sahaji, the temple of Sethji, the templ 
Baukabebari, Radha. Damodar, Syamsandar, Radhaballav, Ro 
Gokolaoande, Molkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lola Hobu's tempte, 
besides Tarakura; Avram, Adwaita-bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul-tala, 
Jamuna Pulin, . Brahma Konda, Nidhuban and 
Madanmolan as wo 
led by Sanatana G Ла this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and bis followers are found. Unfortunately, the 
original images of Madanmohan and Itsdbarani are not to be found a 
they were long ago taken away by the Кај ‘The temple of 
Gopinath attributed to Madhu Pandit and associated with tho family 
of Nityananda portant one. The temple of Govindaji, thongh 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengalî association. H remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture, The temple of Radharaman 
has amociations with Gopal Dhatta Goswami. The temple of Gokula- 
Handa possesses the memory of Lokenath, "'Bringar bat" has associe 
tions with Nityananda, *Adwaita-bat of Adwaits and ""Tentul tal 
(Tamarind tree shade) of + laitanya Dev. Under the sbade of this 
latter tree Chaitanya Dev ured to sit during his brief vixit to Brindaban, ` 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once sitauted over: 
looking the Jamuna, ‘The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis- 
conces of Jib Goswami; the Baokubehari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbabsllay temple of the Dallavi sect also deserve mention, 
"The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned bere that almost 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome, ‘The two 
temples of Sabaji and Betbji and specially that of Sethji may be sald to 
be the grandest ін Beiadaban. This temple of Sethji in a very fino 
specimen of Hindu tomple-building. ts type is South-Iniian and the 
Sooth-fodian priest» prevail there, The temple is attributed to Jagat 
Beth. ‘hough be was not а South-Indisn himself it bears the stamp 
of that side as bis Guru came from that part of India. ‘This temple wax 
 builtatan eoorMONs cost amd maintains а batch of 106 priests. ‘Lhe 
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courtyard is costed wholly with gold and the people call it ecroneonaly 
“Somir Takgaehh'" (gollen рана tree). Tus height ie about twenty 
two fex from the hase and looks very impressive. Episodes from. 
Tindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
the images are wellously executed. The presiding deity of the 
Temple is of coarse Krishna named Ranganath, ‘The temple of Sahaji 
has one very special marble pillars sapporting the 
roof mo zigzag in appearance, © have we soen pillars of thin 
уро. These impre sed us by the massiveness of their costly stones ай 
wall as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execation. 

А faw romarke may now be mulo a« regarda the Vaisnava theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisoavas in Drindaban. ‘The Bengali 
Vuisnavas belong to that group of the Vaisuavas known as the Gundiya 
Vaisnavae, "T Chaitanya Dev bimwelf 

God Vishnu was worshipped by the Vai 
navas ав the very name of the seot indwates. Then the ideaof "Avatar 
or incarnation came to the foreground and so we get first Ната 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of bis incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the non- 
deheving «inners, Last of all came Chaitanys Dev whom his followers 
believe to bave been au incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 

е wersbippers of Vishnu Rama those of Sree Krishna 

Dev roquire our close investigation. Awong the variove 

qualities of God the two which have attracted tho greatest attention 
of the devotees are the **Atswaryya,"” “Gana” and '' Майһшгууа Нака." 
"The non-Bengali people of India seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
Gud in the Up-country tbe Rama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult. ‘Aiswaryya" connotes power and fortune while “Madhu: 
тууа"! means love. Krshua of course possesses thee two qualities in 
Bim. The non Bengalis seem to have more liking for the "Aixwaryya" 
quality of Krishna and wo they revel in his exploits in Maibura, 
Dwarika and in the interneeine struggle of the Kanravas and the 
was. "The Bengalis on the other band are realous supporters of the 

Team" and they bave shown their leanings to it so much 

dbey did not allow ony tomple of Lakshmi (Goddess of 
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flock to worship her on certain days ак they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly ai Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quality we find that there are two views in its connection. Some 
uphold "Bwehiya'" view and some '""l'arskiya'" and. “Madhura Нака" 
being the greatest quality of God, according to коше Vi „йб сап. 
pot be cultivated adequately by ө man with bis own wife (Swaliya). 
This love-making should be done with “Parakiya” which involves 
great risk ond merifee. Chai Dev held the Parakiya view. The 
Maddhi sect to which he belonged was originally a South-Indian sect. 

js connection with this sect se well as hi ing for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom he bed а famous conversation about the 
"Madhura Rasa" seem fo have some influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing tbe **Parakiya'" theory among his followers, Henceforth 
bis followers of Bengal were known ая the Gaudiya Vaisnavas- 

"The chi f temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas at Brinduban as refer- 
red to before i» that of Madanmoban. The Bengalis reem to have 
forgotten Madhebendra Pari who first found the image of Gopal а! 
Brindaban locality and to whose rect (Майа!) Chaitanya Dey himself 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and his followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
while in most cares we aball miss tbe same in non-Bengall temples. 
Now өл every body knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
suavae—Navodwip, Puri and DBrindaban—Navadwip ix more амо» 
ciated with the name of Chaitanya Dev though Pork saw him as a 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban wa» only 

‘sited by him. So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Der himself attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were ratisfied with 
his personality and did not think moch of that place. The importance 
which the Gaviliys Valenavas attaches 10 the place 14 more in connec- 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bis followers, especially the Goswamie, 
than with the Radha-Krishna legend, 

Jo the idealists of ""Purakiya" the introduction of Radha was 
‘omentis!, She war not the wife of Krishna in ber earthly relationrhip 
and the love-adventutes of the two, efs., Radha and Krisboa are illue- 
trative of the **Parakiya'* theory of the Bengali Vaimnavas. There is 
[ндеу enat. kind of subcurrent—furnished in the epi- 

by Chaodravali, tbe chief rival of Radha in con- 
». Krishna would rome time visit Кайра some 
his chief attention. 
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way many things about the two, even of their previous 
Tti» peculiar in the Bengali poetica! work Krisi 
Chandravali bas been identified with Radha while no other Bengali 
work ond Bengali convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace 
of Chandravali has been found, but we find f 
temple. "Redbar 
Brindaban, 


moure in heaven. 
Kirtan, thot thie 

















ha in every 
ix the term which i» on the lips of everybody at 





То the Vaienavns of otber provinces the injunction of the nix 
Goswamis have little value. Even a sect of the modern 
Bengal have disclaimed the infallibilits of the Goewamie, They are 
the present “Gaudiya They ore now trying 
to have a stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gas The extreme 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sabajiyas, Т scented э con 
number of them at thie place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious difficulties. 

Regarded as в centre of Valsnava culture and learning the place 
not very progressive, However, the Bhahti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
auspices of the Gaudiya Vaisosvas is doing some good to the Valenava. 
pubis, But ite shortness of funde and lack of poblic sympathy made us 
have misgivings regarding ite future. "The school is run tainly through. 
the energetic efforts of Breejat Kaminikomar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghosh (both residents of Brindaban) who deserve owr 
Uprtinted praise. We visited this school and found to our satisfw tion 
that the authorities have opened already two departmentr, one for Vya- 
karan (Grammar) and another for Darren (Philorophy). Of course 
both are taught on Vaisnava lines, The Harinamamrita Vyskeren. and 
Buri Bhakti-Bilas are the two books of this reboot read by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the house of Breejuts Nitai Das 
and Brindaban Das. Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Charitas 

ihon Das Kaviraj which he showed to or We could not 
parties of Kirtan at the place and «o are hardly com- 
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were rather basy. Besides, the references in our owo literature. made 
us compare them by а visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from our first-hand knowledge. In more sense than one our visit. to 
the plare was а success and for this we sre grateful to our proment 
‘Vice-Chancellor. we bad опе diseppoi People who 
dal. 
In the open fields tbey bave to live. ít from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
httle. Under the orem «d perforce to remain satisfied. by 
visiting the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
Badla Krishna for a future batch to visit. 

'« went to Mathura on a lying visit on Wednesday, the Ult 
‘October only for a day. What we saw there did not impress us moeh. 
We could visit only а few important temples and ghats, The ghats are 

пу. Unbke Brindsban the town of Mathura faces 

od the whole length of it is studded with fine gh 
Here also the Jamun: full of islets and the railway bridge is doing 
much harm to it, Among the temp'es visited by ne were tbose of. 
Dearkaoath, Kubjanath, Kameamardan, Kalbbaireb, Dhrobo, Май 
sod Saprorsi and among the ghate, those of Nisam Ghat and 
Dhruba Ghat, At 
ceremony the 
could not visit Bhuteswar Matades* and Redha Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura). Near tbe latter, Krishnadas Kaviraj wrote bin immortal 
Chaitanya Chatitamrite. The Dan-zhat is also situated as we haye said 
before, in this locality. ‘The chief temple with ome air of grandeur 
is that of Dwarkspath, ‘The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we could not stody carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Mueum. The Gaodiya 
theology bas fied to strike any deep 
Gaudiya Vabhnavas have very little bold on the people of the 
town, and as а matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
is very mall. Chaitanya Dev 2nd his followers seem to have made 
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little “Madhura Rara in it, a» Krishna ja "Abwsryya" ie being 
shown all over the town. "Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini (диге prominently, ond in two places, eiz., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba til Vishnu with four arms with Sankba, Chakra, Gadi and 
Padna figures and not Krishna with his futo. From what 1 have seen 
io Brindaban-Marhura locality may T surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswarnis found it hard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and su being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—thele own land—for pteserva- 
tion ? They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we cam 
guess from the present condition of lirindaban. 

We would have been glad to secure. some old Vaishnava menue 
eripts but unfortunately could secure mine, We beard valuable Vaish- 
тауа manuscripts may be found in the temple of Ralha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver, So 
they are difficult to procure but we bope our University will wy some 
doy to possess them for the benefit of Vaishnava scholars of Bragal. 

In this connection Т would like to point out that doubts may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utiljty of sending students of this 
Department outside Bengal aud not confine their educational activities 
within the bounde of this province, ‘The condition of Bengali language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts. Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. OF 
courre attention »bould more be confined to places avd regions within. 
Bengal for thia purpose. 























Dx. T. С. Dax Gurra, M.A., PH.D. 


(Reprinted from the Caleutta Review, November, 1937) 





A VISIT TO BRINDABAN 
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JUST on the eve of the Pajas last your 1 started for Briodaban 
У with a party of n g to the Sixth Year Todian 
Vernacu! sity efa Benares and 
Agra. ‘The object of the tour was to combine the pleasure of an 
ex ursion with some enquiries in connection with the Vaisnava period 
of the Mediaeval D-ngali literature and T spared по pains to utilise. the 
brief period of twolve days at my disposal for purpose. 
We broke journey at Benares on our way to Brindaban and spent. 
two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
nought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this connection, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars. 
Т was struck by the religious outlook of the Mengali Hündos in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of In: Last time T 
Happened to visit Pori-Bhubaneswar locality with а batch of students 
belonging fo the Irdism Verna ulars Department just as this year T 
visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva eult 
nnd preserve associations of Вий ат and Тайпага which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva, Siva at Bhubaneswar 
Nad to contend with the Jaina influence of Khandagiri-Udayaziri while at 
Benares he had а similar rival io Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrizwdava later on known as Sarnath. This place war 
chosen by Buddha hinıself as his frst presobing contre. In spite of 
his best efforte perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success, 
‘The Bongali Findus patronive in а far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief reason is 
‘not far to seek. Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folk«songs of 
‘Bengal in konour of Siva. Bengal and Orissa bring for a pretty long 
time under one political domination developed many common pointe of 
‘culture and religion beving drawn their inspiration from the Non- 


yan South. But when the outlook wbanged and the agricultural 
Wide ер nc Mute nep i cn 
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Benares than to Orissa for its religions inspiration. Hence, Bonares 
became а great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. ‘This happened 

to such an extent that the Bengali eraduslly began to settle at ۲ 
Benares În large numbers avd in course of time made the town 
ап adjunct of Bengal. Under the cireumstances, the Sivayano 
Hterature of Berga! Һан very little to do with the traditions of the 
шой of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharnt Chandra hos 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
Mupendous мара and the excavations around. inflamed the imagin tion 
of the students and made them think of the past greatness of Тада. 


paintiogs of Mulagandhakati-vihara (а neighbou 
to а certain Ceylonese organisation. The fresco-paintings here were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Mr, Nosho. ‘Those seemed 
excellent indeed, but whethor the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at al! happy— 
in for connoisseurs to decide 

‘Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October, There, 
же passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture a» represented io the Tejmabal, Agra Fort, Bikandra, 
Tümwdoddaullah aod Fatebpur-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also ad- 
mired the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their cultural value is immense. ‘The beautiful queen 
ofthe Mansoleums, the Taj, created an impression in our minds 
never to be forgotten, The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Ttimadud-JaulIah, a» its name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
daullah (Nurjaban's father) and of bis family. All these fine buildings. 
aro splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
art fe relieved bere ond there with specimens of Hindo and Chinese 
arta. Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Buland- 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds a» deseribed in оог Bengali 
literature. Oar literature describes s combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Saracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during felamic rule in 
Bengal. 

‘We loft Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindaban the 
зате evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Beindaban io spite 
of occasional stoppages was extramaly tiresome, Howevor, we reached 
our destination safely. Our stay in the place was for nearly 
and we finished our work aw much as possible with haste wi 
short time. On reaching the destination our dream wax somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna, The present 
Brindsban is a small town with narrow streets and lanes and closely 
packed buildings, ‘Tho town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoine-infeated Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening apace. 

Brindaban possesses somo fine temples, rolice and associations 
(some genuine and somo »patiows) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially as we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisnayi 
ogarding the topography of the place we »bould make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamandal wbich is about 84 crores in clroumference, The locality 
was under the Kings of Matharamandal, Madhuban or Surasona 
country as it remains to-day under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became атоо» in the Ramayana story вө the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satraghna. whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hantly two hundred and fifty years old 
ani its formar namo was Fakirabad — Yet the traditions of the place 
‘are much older than ite present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century, Both the towns of Mathars an? Brind aban stand on 
the same bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by side in Gokula. Ono of them 
wax Nanda Ghosh (foster faber of Sree Krishna) and the other was 

u (lather of Sree Rodha). Na place was known 

an while Brikabhanw' place was known as Raul where Radha 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Sree Krishna in his custody 
whaa stolen from the palace of Kama, king of Mathura, foi 
unsafe to remain within so abort a distance from Mathura only the 

Gokala and established 

himsel at a placo called after. 3 m which was aboot 22 
miles from Mathura. Brikibhanu also change! his plac ıd nottla 
within three mites from Nanda's pew town.  Beikabhunu's new place 
was known. Harbin. Both Nandagram Barshán are wiihin 
MBirojsman dal and are situated along with Matbura on the right bank 
of the Jamana and therefore on the same side, The Dan-ithat (lit. 
"Toll-collecting Ghat) asexiated with Krishna's sports with Radha on 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the town. of Brinduban wh Int 
‘Mathura stands to its east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan ghat оо the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town. The whole 
region of lenjamindal, as wa were tall, ie foll of pasture lands, and 
some parta of it, aa seen by us, corroborate this fact, 

И in very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal. Same sobolars would 
‘ay that tbe river originally flowed between Ше towns of Brindaban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamana 
changing its course, Unfortunately there is nothing to aubstantiate 
‘oF corroborate it although there are some sigan of erosion and slight 
changes in the course of the river. Some would resent even the very 
pame of Radha as fictitious and of later introduction while our whole 
‘Vaisoava lyrical literature depends on bet existense not only spiritually 
bot also physically to illustrate “ parakiya '° amours of Ratha-Krshina, 
Even admitting that there wasa Radha the Bengali Vaisnava of 
‘Beindaban will never agree to ber carrying milk-pail to Mathura as sho. 
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suggestion, Then also falls through the consequent. amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. ‘To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaianavaa. 
of Brindaban would invent a myth,—that it was done supernaturally, 
and thoreby the distance was covered. А parallelism is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of a lotus. ‘Tho closing of petals 

atoning the distance and opening ор шапа ita lengthening. 
All of coursa was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Bree 
Kristina. What comment should we make on thu ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands doo 
support the am »ars of Radha and Krishna on the Jamona unless we 
place the whole scene in Gukuls which, as I have already sald, lies to the 
east of Mathura ou the other bank of th 
According to the ley Nan la deserted Mal okule and went 

agram ia Braja Камо when 
Krishna was only a baby. Foc a mare baby to bave taken part in the 
sports dessribod by Won pili Vaishnava posts is a manifest impossibility, 
Besiles, we know Ахгига, the mesenger of k ng Kamm, invited ond 
took with him Keshos ant Balaram fron Nao lagram and not from. 
Mahaban to Mathura to attood the * Divsaurysjne* of Караа who was 
ша ely killed by Sree Kei At the timo Аксага visited Nanda- 
Bean in Besjanandal Keishoa was making Lye to Radhe and other 
Gopik ant pecfoeaing various [oats t» astonish his brother. euwboys, 
Вә the whole scene of the Krishna legend in connection with bik Iove- 
making to Radha requires to bs place! in Brajamandal and vot in 
Фока, considering the location of the place, 
of divine dispensatian. To account for things. 
miss all the local ientifeatioa of places and find out new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radba-Krishna legond ? 

The basi of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous «ports (Lila) of Када and Krishna by the ide 
of and on the bosom of the river Jamuns. What will bo the condition 
of Dankhanda an! Naukakhanda of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyries of other poeta if wo do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Drimlaban, as it stands to-day, owes ite origin to 
the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaisnava жайма known 
as the Vaisnava Goswamis. How Sanatana built bis first temple 
of Madanmohan with the belp of а merchant isa story even now 
оп everybody's lips at Brindaban. After this temple many others 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are handreds of other temples, Among 
thom the temple of Sal the temples of 
Baukubebari, Kadha- Damodar, Syameundar, Radbaballay ; Radbararan, 
Gokulananda, Molkar's s Tarash temple, 

besides Tarakumar's Awam, Adwaits-bat, 5 

Jomune Pulin, Kaliya Daman, Brahma Kum 

Nikunjaban, deserve special notice. Of the above, М, 

bave said was installed by Sonatana Gorwami. In this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dey and bis followers are found. Unfortu 

original images of M. 

they were long ago t 

Gopinath attributed to Madbu Pandit and associated with the family 
of Nityananda is an important one. Tbe temple of Govindoji, though 
built by the Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association, It ix a remarkably 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. ‘The temple of Radharaman 
bas associations with Gopal hetta Goswami. The temple of Gokul 
mande poseses the memory of Lokenath, "'Sringar-hat"" has asocia- 
tions with Nityananda, "*Adwaita-bat* of Adwaita and ""Tentul-tala' 
(Tamarind tree shade) of + 1 ® Dev. Under the shade of this 
later tree Chaitanya Ue used to sit during bis brief visit to firindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once situated over. 
looking the Jamun. The temple of Radha-Damodar bears reminis- 
vence of Jib Goswami; the Baokubehari temple of the Nimbarka sect 
and the Radbabaliay temple of the Ballavi soot also deserve mention. 
"The images im the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty, Tt may be mentioned here that almost 
All the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. The two 
temples of Sabaji and Betbji and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be the grandest in Driodaban. ‘This temple of Sothji isa very fine 
apocimon of Hindu templebuiiding, Its type is Souib-Indian and the 
South-indian priests prevail there. ‘The temple is attributed to Jogat 
Seth. Though be was not а South-Iodisn himwelf it bears the stamp. 
of that side as bis Guru came from that part of Indi», This temple wan 
built aban evormods cost and maintains a batch of 108 priests, ‘Lhe 
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h gold and the people call it erroneously 
tee. des height ie about twenty- 
from. the base and looks vory impressive. Episodes from 
ray bave been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
the images are marvelously executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Itangaoath, The temple of Sahaji 
has one very special pesuliarity. The marble pillars supporting the 
roof aie zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
type. ‘These impre-ced us by the massiveness of their costly stones ae 
well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution, 

А few remarks may now be made as regards the Vaisnava theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Brindaban. The Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to tbat group ol s known as the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas, "Tho originator of th Dev bimwelt: 
As in woll known at first the God Visboa was worshipped by the Vai 
navas as the very name of the sect indicates. Then the ideaof"Avatar'" 
ог incarnation came to tbe foreground and so we got first Kama as a. 
part incarnation and then Krishna a» foll incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the noo- 
believing winners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to Lave been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (oot of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Visliou and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
anid Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation, Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted (be grestest attention 
of the devotees are the ‘“Ainwaryya,”” “Guna” and “Madhuryys Кава." 
‘The non-Bengali people of Ipdia seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thos we 
find in the Up-country the Hama cult bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult, “Aiswaryya” connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
rye” means love. Krishna of course possesses these two qualities in 
him. ‘The non-Bengalia seem to bave more liking for the *Aiswaryya* 
quality of Krishna and so they revel in his exploits in Maihors, 
Dwarska and in the internecine struggle of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas. ‘The Bengalis on the otber band are zealous supporters of the 
"Mudhuryys Hasa" and they bave shown their leanings to it so much 
о that that thry did mot allow any temple cf Lakshmi (Goddess of 
Fortune) et Brindaban when they found the town. Ава resulta 
temple of Lakshmi exists only 3 miles off from Brindaban on the otber 
mide af the Jamune, the place being known as Belban where people 
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flock to worship her on certain зук s» they do not like to mies her 





favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madburyya 
quality we find that there ore two views in ite connection. Some 
uphold "Swakiya'" view and some "''arakiya' and ‘Madhura ака" 
being the grentest quality of Ged, according to some Vaisnavas, it can- 
pot be cultivated adequately by а man with his own wife (Swakiyn), 
This lovemaking should be done with “Paraki 
greet risk and sacrifice. Chaitonya Dev held the Parakiya view. The 
Maddhi sect to which Һе belonged was originally а Soath-Indian sect, 
Wis connection with this sect ax well ax his liking for Ramananda of 


the Dean with whom he bada femous conversation about the 
“Madhura R: 
establishing the '*Purakiya™ theory 
his followers of Bengal were known s M 
"Tbe chief temple of the Bengali Vaisnavas ot Brindaban as refor- 
ted to before is that of Madaemoban. The Bengalis seem to have 
of Gopal at 
i» Dev himself. 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and his followers. In 
avery Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya is to be found 
while in most cares we shall miss the same in nou-lengali temples 
Now an everybody knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
soavas—Navodwip, Pari and Brindaban—Navadwip is more amo- 
ciated with the пате of Chaitanya Dev though Puri saw him ws a 
living God during the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban was only 
casually visited by hiw. Бо, however mych importance Chaitanya 
Dey bimeolf attributed to Brindaban, bis followers were satisfied with, 
Ма personality and did not think moch of that place. ‘The importance. 
‘which the Gaudin Vaisnavas attaches to the place зя more in contec- 
tion with Chaitanya Dev and bie followers, especially the Goswamin, 












‘thao with the Radha Krishna legend. 


To the idealists of "Perakiya" the introduction of Radha was 
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say many things about the two, even of their previousamours in heaven. 
Tt js peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirtan; that thi 
Chandravall lı been identified with Radha while no other Benj 
work and Bengali convention support this view. At Drindsban no trace 
of Chandravali hae been found, bot we find Hadba in every 
temple. “Radharani" ie tbe term which is on tbe lips of everybody at 
Brindaban 

‘To the Vairnavas of other provinces the injunction of the six 
Gonwamis have little value. Even а sect of the modern Vaisnavar of 
Bengal have disclaimed the infallibility of They are 
the present ‘“Gaudiya Math’ re now trying 
to have a stable footing Brindebon LT of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya ‘The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya yreachers are the Sahajiyas, Т scented а considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious 
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ave cullure sod learning the place ie 
not very progressive. However, the Bhokti- Vidyalaya founded under the 
aunpicon of the Gardiya Vaisnavas is doing some good to the Vairna 
public, But ita shortness of funds and lack of publie sympathy made us 
have misgivings regarding its future. ‘The school ix ron mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikomar Ghesb and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghosh (both residents of Prindaban) who deverve our 
unstinted praise, We visited this school and found to our satisfw tiou 
that the authorities have opened already two departments, one for Vya; 
karan (Grammar) and another for Daren (Phitorophy), Of course 
both ere taught on Vaisnava lines. ‘The Harinamarrita Vyakoran ond 
Мин Bhakti-Bitar ore the two books of this rebool read by pupile, We 
attended one Kirtan party orgenised at the house of Sreejuta Nitai Das 
amd Brindaban Dae. Nitai Das ia ably editing the Chaitanya Chárita- 
mrita of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to us We could not 
visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are hardly com- 
petent to give any opinion about them, 

In every speaker at Brindaban we foond great enthusiasm in 
explaining the sectarian dogmas to strangers, offen embellished by 
supernatural elemer ts. Tn these staries wonderful dreams figored mort 

í trees talked, Be that а» И may, my tour with the studenta, 
fe Rríndaben was fruitful in many waye, Before coming to this place - 
EIE itp bearing en the legend of Kridbna. 
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n our own literature made 





were rather bazy. Besides, the reference 
Us compare them by a visit to the place for clearing certain problems 
from oor first-band knowledge. In more sense than one our visit to 
the plare was » success and for this we are grateful to our present 
‘Vice-Chancellor. Yet we bad our disappointments too. People who 
соте to Brindalan to sec holy places visit the whole of Brajamandal. 
Tn the open Gelds they bave fo live in tents and shift from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
little. Under the circumstances we bad perforce to remain satisfied. by 
visiting the main les of the town of Brindaban and leaviog the 
Arcadian country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
Мәдә Krishna for а future batch to visit 

We went to Mathura on a Aying visit on Wednesday, the 2let 
October only for а day, What we saw there did not impress us much. 
We could visit oily а few important temples and ghats, The ghats aro 
Mathur Unlike Brindeban the town of Mathura facos 
the river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with fino ghata. 
Меге alvo the Jamuna is fall of islets and the railway bridge i» doing 
much harın to it, Among the temples visited by us were those of 
Dwarkanath, Kubjaneth, Karpsamardan, Kalbhairab, Dhruba, Bali 
and Saptarsi and among the ghats, tbose of Risram Ghat and 
Dbrube Ghat. At Biram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
*eremony the "arti" of the Jamuna. For want of time some of m. 
‘could not visit Bhuterwar Mubadey* and Hsdba Kund (22 miles from 
Mothura), Near the latter, Krisbnadas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. The Dan-gbat is also situated as we have said 
before, in this locality. The chief temple with rome air of grandeur 
iw that of Dwarkaneth. ‘The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we cculd not study carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Municipal Museum. The Gaudiya 
theology has failed to strike amy deep root at Mathura, Tho 
Gaudiya Vaisbnavas have very little hold on the people of the 
town, aud as a matter of fact, the Bengali population at Mathura 
in very small. Chaitanya Dev ond his followers seem to bave made 
no impression at this place. Even the cult of Kiıishne bas very 
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little “Madhura Rasa” in it, as Krisbna in “Aiswaryya" is being 
shown all over the town. Thus in place of Radha, Коше and 
Rukmini figure prominently, and in two places, ris, Kobjanatb and 
Dhrobe-tili Vishnu with four arms with Бара, Chakra, Gadi and 
Padina figures and not Krishna with bis Aute. From what I bave sean 
in Brindaban-Marhura locality may T surmise that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Gowwainis found it bard to bold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—tbeir own Iand—for preserva- 
tion ? "They were not far wrong in their apprehensions as we can 
guess from the present condition of Brindaban. 

‘We would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manum 
cripta but unfortunately could secure nene. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava wanuseripts may be found in the temple of Radba-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now În the hands of в Receiver. So 
they are difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of Bengal. 

Tu this connection I would like to point out that doubts may lurk 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending studeuts of this 
Department outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. The condition of Bengali language 
and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. Of 
courso attention »bould more be confined to places aud regions within 
Bengal for this purpose. 
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UST on the eve of the Pojas last year I started for Brindaban 

with a party of nine students belonging to the Sixth Year Indian 
Vernaculars Department of the Caletta University eia Benares and 
Agra pleasures of an 
ex ursion with rome enquiries in connection with the Vaisnava period 
of the Medieval Bengali literature and T spared no pains to utilise the 
brief period of twelve days at my disposal for purpose. 

Wo broke journey at Bonares on our way to Brindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting rome places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this connection, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Barnath, the Observatory and the Twin Pillars 
Y was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Mindow in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of Indis. Last time E 
Happened to visit Puri-HBhubaneswar locality with a batch of studente 
belonging to the Indian Verna-ulare Department just as this yenr T 
Visited Benates. Both the places contain reliow of the Saiva cult 
and preserve associations of Naddisism and Jainism which to some extent 
subverted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
lind fo contend with the Jaina influenca of Khandwgiri-Udayngirl white at 
Henares he had а similar rival in Baddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrigadava later on known a» Sarnath. Thi» place was 
ıshoson by Buddha himerlf as his бен preaching cene. To spite of 
hin best efforts perhaps ће did not achieve any appreciable success, 
"he Bengali Hindus patronise in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar. Ite chief rewon is 
-not far to week, Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folk-rongs of 
Bengal in honour of Biva. Bengal and Orissa being for a pretty long 
time under one political domination developed many common polute of 











‘The object of the tour was to combine th 
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Benares than to Orissa for ite religious inspiration. Hence, Henares 
became a great centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. This happened 
to auch an extent that the Bengali eraduslly began to nettle at 
Benares in large numbers and in course of time m town 
an adjunct of Hengal, Under the cireumatanees the  Sivayana 
ure of Bengal ha» very little to do s of the 
кой of Benares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra bas 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
lupendous stupa and the excavations around. inflamed the imagin stion 
of the students and made them think of the past greatness of Тоа, 
Tho same, however, cannot be said of the recent architecture and 
paintings of Mulngandhakuti-vibara (s neighbouring building) belonging 
фо a certain Ceylonese organisation. The fresco-paintinz« here were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Ме, Nosha, ‘These seemed 
excellent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
is for connoisseurs to decide 
Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October. Th 
we passed two days in sight-seeing, ‘The fine Moghul architectoro and 
sculpture as represented in tbe Tajmabal, Agra Fort, Sikandra, 
dud.daollah and Fatehpur-Sikri overwhelmed us. We alto ad- 
mid the workmanship in some other minor baildings of the place. 
"There may not be any connection of these buildings direatly with our 
teraturo still their eoltural value is immense, ‘The beautiful queen 
of the Maasoleains, the Taj, created ao impromion in our minds 
never to be forgotten, ‘The Sikandra, a few miles off from the town, 
contains the grave of the celebrated Akbar, while the building of 
Ttimndud-daullab, as ite name indicates, contains the grave of Itimadud- 
doullah (Nurjaban's father) and of bis family. All these Bine buildings 
are splendid monuments of Moghul architecture. At Sikri the Moghul 
art ip relieved here and there with specimens of Hindu and Сі пем 
aris, Besides, the stupendous gate of Sikri known as the Bulapd- 
Dorwaza with huge flights of stairs cannot escape one's notice. The. 
grand buildings at Agra overlooking the Taj contain many reininiee 



























































сепсек of Babajaban and Aurangzeb. The buildings ae described in 
ош old Bengali literature bear some resemblance to the specimens 
of -areiestare Ќа the Up-coentry se far «s badenma snd рагы 

peret Here we miss, bowever, our Biüraduari Ghar, 
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Taltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds a» deseribed in our Bengali 
literature, Our literature describes а combination of Hinde ood Indo- 
Suracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as в natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary worka during Inlamie rule in 
Bengal 
We left Agra on Saturday, the 17th and reached Brindsban the 
same evening. Tho whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban in spite 
of occasional stoppages was extramely tiresome. However, wo reached 
‘our destination safely. О, у in the place was for nearly six daya. 
ed our work aw much a» possible with haste within thie 
On reaching the d jon оме deeem was somewhat 
ng the уше land of Lord Krishna. The present 
Brindaban is а small town with narrow atrects and Tanos and clowly 
packed buil "The town once stood on the very bank of the 
tortoise-lnfeated Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only в sandy waste in the intervening «pace 
Brindaban possesses some fine temples, relics and a 
(some genuine and some spurious) in connection with the Vi 
cult which deserve our close attention, specially ax wo are interosted in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaism ". 
Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajarnandal wbich is about 84 croses in circumference. The locality 
was under the Kings of Matburamandal, Madhuban of Surasona 
country as it remains today under the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitya evidently а nou-Aryan chief, who wan defeated 
пой killed by Rama's youngest brother, Sarrughua. whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land for a long time. Most of the buildings of the 
present town of Brindaban are hantly two hundred and ûfiy years old 
‘and its formar namo was Fakirabad. Yet the traditions of tho place 
are much older than its present buildings and the town began to grow 
from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 
16th century. Both the towns of Mathura an! Brind aban stand on 
the samo bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that they 
ontê occupied opposite banks as some scholars wovld have us believe. 
тһе town of Brindsban is only six miles to the west of the 
jurs. Оп the opposite bank of Mathura some four milos 
мї lion the locality of Gokula. According to а local tradition 
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there were two chiefs who lived side by mde in Gokula. One of thom 
was Nanda Ghosh (foster father of Sree Krishna) and the other wus 
Brikabhana (father of Sree Radha). Nanda host's place wan kno 
as Mobabao while Irikabbanu' place war known as R: 
was born. Nanda, after keeping baby Bree Ki 
whoa molen from the palace of Kamsi, king of Mathura, found it 
unsafe to remain within кэ sbort a distance from Mathura only the 

ius interse Вә, be shifted from Зока and established 
Himself at a placo called after bim Nandageam which was about 22 

Mathura, Briksbbanu also change? his place and settled 
là» пет town. Brikabhan 
Both Nandagram and Вада 


of the Jamana and therefore on the same side. The Dan-hat (lit. 
Toll-colleoting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Radha on a 
boat, is about 19 miles to the west of the town of lrindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to ite east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-ghat on the Jamuna and tho Gubar- 
dhan are over twenty-two milos from Mathura towa, ‘The whole 
region of Brajamandal, as we were toll, is full of pasture lands, and 
some parte of it, as neon by us, corroborate this fact. 

It in very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamandal and Mathuramandal, Some scholars would 
say that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindiban 
and Mathura and now both occupy the same bank owing to the Jamunn 
changing ita course. Unfortanately there ia nothing to substantiate 
‘or corroborate it although there are some signs of erosion and slight 
ehonres in the course of the river, Somo would resent even the very 
dame of Radha as fictitious ani of later introduction while our whole 
Nuisnava lyrical lireratore depende on her existence not only «piritualty 
but also physically (o illustrate '* paraliyà "" amours of Ratha-Krishna, 
ven admitting that there wasa Radba the Bengali Vaisnavas of 
Birindaban will never agree to her carrying milk-pail to ee 
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falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jamuna. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vaisnavas 
of Brindaban would invent a E done supernaturally, 
and thereby the distance was covered. A parallelism is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals of а lotus. The closing of petals 
means shortening the distance and opening up means ite lengthening. 
All of coursa was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krisina. What comment should we make on th ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands does not 
support the amours of Radha and on the Jamona unless we 
place the whole scene in Gokul» which, as I have already said, lies to the 
east of. Mathura on the other bank of the Jamuna ahont four miles off. 
According to the legend Nan In deserted Mahaban in Gokula and went 
to live in Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Br kabbánu when 
Krishna was only а baby. Foc a mare baby to bave taken port in the 
sports described by Bangali Vaishnava poets is а manifest impossibility. 
Basides, wo know Akrura, the messenger of king Kamn, invited ond 
took with him Короз ant Balaram from Nan lagram and not from 
Muhaban to Mathura to atteod the * D'hinüry jns. of Kapsa who was 
ultimately killed by Sree Keishos. At the time Akcura visited Nanda- 
gram in Beajamandal Krishna was making love to Radha and other 
рів an! performing various feat t> astonish bis brother cowboys. 
So the whole «cens of the Krishna legend in connection with his love. 
making to Radha requires to be placed in Brajamandal and vot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we fake the help 
of divine dispensation, To account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find oot new ones to 
support the scenes of the Radba-Krishna legend ? 

"The basis of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
теми of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radba and Krishna by the side 

of an | on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
of Dankhanda an] Naukakhanda of Sree-Krishna-Kirtan attributed to 


cti E bere 
peteret mene 
qu dai bis first temple | 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindsji and Gopinath, 
Besides these, there are hundreds of other temples. Among 
them the temple of Sabaji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankubebari, Radha-Damodar, Sy 
Gokulananda, Molkar's temple, Tı 
besides Tarakumar's Амат, bat, Sringar-bat,. 
Jamana Pulin, le Kunda, Nidhuban and 
Nikoojaban, deverve special notice, Of the above, Madanmohan as we 
have said was installed by Sanataua Goswami. Io this temple many 
relics of Chaitanya Dev and followers are found. Unfortunately. the 
original images of Madanmoban and Kadbarani are not to be found as 
they were long ago taken awey by tbe Raja of Karauli. The temple of 
mated to Madhu Pandit and associated with tho family 
isan important ове. Tbe temple of Govindoji, though 
Raja of Jaipur has Bengali association. a remarkably. 
fine specimen of Hindu temple architecture. "The temple of Radharainan 
has wmocintions with Gopal Bhatta Gosw of Gokula- 


tions with Nityananda, of Adwaita and * 
(Tamarind tree bade) of i haitanya Dev, Under 

latter tree Chaitanya Dev used to sit during bie brief visit to Drindabun, 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once situated over- 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Radha-Damodar beers reminis- 
cences of Jib Goswami; the Daukubebari temple of the Nimbarka несі. 
and the Radbabaliay temple of the Ballavi sect also deserve mention. 
‘The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zemindar family are 
remarkable for their beauty. It may be mentioned here that alinost. 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. ‘The two 
tomples of Sahaji and Sethji and specially that of Sethji may be said to 
be Ше grandeat in Beiadaban. This temple of Bethji jia a very fine. 
specimen of Hindu tewple-building. Its typo is South-Ladian and the 
Soath-Indian priests prevail there, The temple ix attributed to Jagat 
Bath, ‘Though he was not a South-Indian himerlf t beara the stamp 
of that aide ax bis Goru came from that part of India, ‘This temple 
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courtyard is coated wholly with gold and tbe people call it erroneoasly 
""Sonw Tul.guchh’* (golden pahu tree). It» height is about twenty- 
two feat from the base and looks very impressive. Episodes from 
Tindu mythology havo beon engraved on the stone walls all around and 
the images are marvelously executed. ‘The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Ke ned Rangamath, The tomple of Sahaji 
һа» one very special pesaharity, "Tae marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we seen pillars of this 
type. These impre жей us by the massiveness of their costly stones aa 
Well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execotion. 

А few remarks may now be made ax regarde the Vaienava theology. 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Beindaban. The Bengali 
Vaisnavas belong to that group of the Valen tho Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas. Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev himself. 
As je woll known at Gest the God Vishau was worshipped by the Vain- 
navas as tho very name of the sect indicates. Then the ideaof Avatar" 
оғ incarnation came to the foreground and so wo get first Rama ns a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as foll incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of bis incarnations, to save the world from the bands of the non- 

img sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom bis followers 
believe to have been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Bree Krishna. 
and Chaitanya Dev require our close investigation. Among the variour 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest attention 
of the devotees are the ** Aiswaryya," “Guns” and *'Madhuryya Rana.” 
people of Iodía seem to have been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up-country the Rama cul bas more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult, ‘Aiswaryya™ connotes power and fortune while "Майно" 
тууа” means love. Kishoa of course possesses these two qualities in 
him. ‘The non-Bengalis seem to bave more hiking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quality of Krishna and во they revel in his exploits in Mura, 
Dwarska and in the internecine struggle of the Kouravae and the 
vas. "The Bengalis on the other hand are zealous supporters of the 

а Itasa'* and they | 
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flock to worship her on certain days as they do not like to miss her 
favour in worldly affairs. Even when we consider this Madburyya 
quality we find that there are two views İn ite connection, Som 
uphold "Bwskiya"" view and some ‘Parakiya’ and “Madhura Mass’ 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnava», it cans 
not be cultivated adequately by a man with bis own wife (Swakiya), 
This lovemaking should be done with “Parakiya™ which involves 
great risk ond кастібсе. Chaitanya Dev held the view. The 
Moddhi sect to w belonged was originally a South-Indian sect 
His connection with this sect as well as his liking for Ramananda of 
the Deccan with whom he bada famous conversation about the 
“Madhura Rasa" seem to have some infloenre over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the “Parakiya™ theory among bis followers, Henceforth 
hie followers of Mengal were known ax the Gaudiya Vaisnavas- 

‘The chief temple of the люда! Vaimaves at Brindaban as refor- 
at of Madanmohan. Tbe Bengalis seem to have 





























пз locality and to whose sect (Майды? Chaitanya Dev himself. 
"They only remember Chaitanya and his followers. In 
avery Bengali temple the deióed image of Chaitanya is to be found. 
while in most cares we shall mise the same in noo-Bengali temples, 
Now as every body knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
suavae—Navadwip, Puri and Briedabon—Navadwip is more meo- 
ciated with the name of Cbaitanys Dev though Pori saw bim aa a. 
living God daring the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban was only 
casually visited by him. Bo, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dev bimself attributed to Briedaban, his followers were satisfied with 
hie personality and did not think moch of that place. ‘The importance, 
whieh the Gaudiya Vainnavas attaebes to the place is more in connec 
tion with Choitanys Dev and hie followers, especially the Goxwarnin, 
than with the Radha: Krishna legend. 

To the idealiste of *Parakiys the introduction of Radha was 
essential. She was not the wife of Krishna in ber earthly relationship. 
and the loverndventures of the (wo, eie., Radhe and Krisbna are Mus 
Arative of the "*Parskiyw"" theory of the Bengali. Vaisnavar. Thero iw 
une wburdinate elementa kind of subcurrent—furniabed in the epi- 

sole of lovemaking by Chaodravali, the chief rival of Radha in con- 
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"ау mony things about the two, even of their previous mmours in heaven. 
It ін peculiar in the Bengsli poetical work Krislna-Kirtan, that this 
Ch»ndravali bas been identified with Redha while no other Bengali 
work nnd Bengali convention support this view. At rindsban no trace 
of Chandravali hes been found, but we find Radha im every 











temple Is the term which is on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban 
To the Vaienavar of other provinces the Injunction of the six 





Goswami bave little vatoe, Even а rect of the modern Valsnavs 
Bengal bay imed the infallibility of the Goswami 
the present iya Math" people of Bengal, They 

(о have a stable footing at Brindaban in spite of the somewhat 
unfriendly attitude of the Gaudiya Vaisnaves. The extreme wing of 
the Parakiya preachers are the Sahajiyas. Т scented a considerable 
number of them at this place but have not been able to know much 
of them for obvious diffievlties. 

Regarded ав а centre of Vaisnava culture and learning the place is 
not very progressive. However, the Ihakti-Vidyalaya founded under the 
auspices of the Gavdiya Vaisnavax ie doing some good to the Valrnava 
Public. But its shortness of funds and lack of public sympathy made ue 
have misgivings regarding ite future, ‘The school fs run mainly through 
the energetic efforts of Sreejut Kaminikumar Ghosh and his worthy ron 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghorh (both residents of Brindeben) who deverve our 
unstinted praise, We visited thie schoo! and found to our satisfa tio 
that the nuthorities have opened already two departments, one for Vy 
karan (Grammar) ond another for Daresn (Philosophy). Of course 
both are tought on Veisnava lines, The Harinamamrits Vyskeren and 
Hari Bhakti-Bilas are the two books of this reboot read by pupils, We 
attended one Kirtan party organised at the house of Sreejuts Nitai Das 
nd Brindsban Dae, Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
mrita of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to u. We could not 
Visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are bardly com- 
petent to give any opinion about them. 

In every speaker at Brindsbab we found great enthosinem in 
explaining the sectarian dogmas to strangers, often embellsbed by 



























supernatural elemerte, То these stories wonderful dreams figured mort 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references own literature. made 
us compare them by a visit to the place for clearing certain probl 
from our Ürst-band knowledge. To more sense than one our visit to 
the place was а success and for this we sre grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor, Yet we bad our disappoirtuvents too. People who 
соте to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of Brajaman 
In the open fields they have to live in tenta and shift from place to 
place. Bot it requires time and money, of both of which we һай very 
little, Under th ен wo had perforce to r 

Visiting the ев of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
country of Braja associated with the hallowed name of 
ishna for a future batch to visit 

е went lo Maibura on а ying visit on Wednesday, the let 
October only for а doy. What we raw there did not impress us much, 
We could visit only а few important temples and ghats. ‘The ghats are 
Mathore’s speciality, Unlike Brindaban the town of Mathura facos 
whole length of it js studded with fine ghat 
Неге ako the Jamuna is full of islets and the railway bridge ix doing 
m to it, Among the temples visited by ur were thom of 
Dwarkapath, Kubjanath, Karpsamardan, Kalbbaireb, Dhruba, Bali 
жый Sapori and among the ghate, those of Mi Ghat and 
Dhruba ( At Binram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
of the Jamuna, For want of time some of us 
Mobades* and Radha Kod (22 miles from 
the latter, Krishoadas Kaviraj wrote bis immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita. The Dan-ghat is also situated a» we have ald 
before, in thie locality. ‘The chief temple with some alr of grandeur 
la that of Dwarkanath. ‘The other temples are but poor specimens 
of Hindu architecture. We regret we cculd not study carefully - 
the specimens nt the Mathura Municipal Museum. The Gaudiya 
theology bas faited to strike any deep root at Mathura. Tho 
Goudiya Vaishnavae bavo very little hold on the people of the 
town, and a» a matter of fact, tbe Bengali population at Mathura 
le very, small. Chaitanya Dev end bis followers seem to bave made 
no impresion at this place. Even the cult of Krishna ban very 
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little “Madhura Rasa" in it, a» Krishna in “ 
shown all over the town. 





iewaryya'* in being 
"Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
and im two places, eis., Kubjanath and 
Dhruba tila Vishnu with four arms with Sankba, Chakra, Gadi m 
Padena figures and not Krishna with bis flute. From what I have soen 
in Brindaban-Marhora locality may I wormi«e that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Pari, the Geswamis found it hard to hold ground in 
favour of their own theology and so being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literacy productions to Beugal—their own Iand—for preverva- 
tion ? "hey were not far wrong in their spprebensions a» we can 
guess from the present condition of Beindaban, 

Wu would have been glad to secure some old Vaishnava manus 
cripta but unfortunately could secure none. We beard valuable Vaish- 
nava manuseripts may be found in the temple of Radha-Damodar 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of а Receiver. So 
they are difficult to procure but we hope our University will try some 
day to possess them for the beuefit of Vaishnava scholars of Beagal. 

To this connection I would like to point out that doubts may lack 
in the minds of some regarding the utility of sending students of this 
Departement outside Bengal and not confine their educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. ‘The condition of Bengali language 
end literature does not warrant such doubts. Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening the outlook help in the proper understand. 
ing of many references and allusions that our literature contains. OF 
course attention should more be confined to places and regions within 
Bengal for this parpore. 
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UST on the eve of the Pu 
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last year [o 
ty of nine students belonging to the 
Vernucilars Department of the Caleutta Unive 
Agra, object of the tour was to combi 
ex ursion with some enquiries in connection with the Vaisoava period 
of the Medieval одай literature and I spared no palos to utilise the 
brief period of twelve daya at my disposal for pun pose. 

We broke journey at Bonares on our way to Drindaban and spent 
nearly two days hurriedly visiting some places of interest which we 
thought interesting enough to deserve attention. I may mention, 
in this conne-tion, the temples of Viswanath and Annapurna, the 
Hindu University, Sarnath, the Observatory aud the Twin Pilla 
1 was struck by the religious outlook of the Bengali Hindus in 
contrast with that of the other peoples of India, Last time J 
happened to visit. Puri-Bhobaneswar locality with a batch of atudents 
belonging to the Indian Verma, ulare Department jost a» this year Т 
Visited Benares. Both the places contain relics of the Saiva cult 
Und preserve associations of Buddhism and Jainian which to some extent 
sub rerted or influenced the Hindu cult of Siva. Siva at Bhubaneswar 
Jad to contend with the Faina influence of Khandagiri-Udayagiri while at 
Bonares he һай а similar rival in Buddha himself in the neighbouring 
village of Mrizadava later on known as Sarnath. This place was 
chosen by Buddha himself as his first preaching centre. In spite of 
hin best efforts perhaps be did not achieve any appreciable success, 
"The Bengali Hindus patronive in a far greater degree the Siva of 
Benares than they do the Siva at Bhubaneswar, Па chief reason is 
“not far to seek. Orissa bas certain folk-lore similar to the folk-zonge of 
Bengal in honour of Siva. Bengal and Orissa bring for а pretty long 
‘time under one political domination developed maoy common pointe of 


ted for Brindaban. 
к! Year Indian. 
y ola Benares and 
the pleasures of an 
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Benares than to Orissa for ita religious inspiration. Hence, Henares 
became а тез! centre of pilgrimage for the Bengali. This happened 
to кос on extent that the Bengali zradoilly began to settle at 
Benares in large nomber me made the town 
am adjonct of Bengal. Under the circumstances, the Sivayann 
literature of Bengal ha» very little to do with 
god of Henares, though the Annadamangal of Bharat Chandra has 
many references to the god and the place. As regards Sarnath the 
round, inflamed the imagination 
hink of the past greatness of Tndis. 
cannot be raid of the recent architecture and 
paintings of Mulagandhakati-viban bourîng building) belonging 
бо а certain Ceylonese organisation, The fresco-paintings here were 
executed by the celebrated Japanese artist, Ме, Noshu. These spomed 
eveeltent indeed, but whether the combination of the ideal of Ajanta 
School of painting with that of the Japanese School is at all happy 
is for connoisseurs to decide. 

Leaving Benares we reached Agra on the 15th October. There, 
we passed two days in sight-seeing. The fine Moghul architecture and 
sculpture as represented in the Tajmabal, Agra Bort, Sikandra, 
Tdwadyd-daullah and Fatebpor-Sikri overwhelmed us. We also ad- 
mind the workmanship in some other minor buildings of the place. 
‘There may not be any connection of these buildings directly with our 
literature still their coltoral value is immense. The beautiful queon 
of the Mausoleame, the Taj, created an impression in our minds 
ever to be forgotten. "The Sikandra, а few miles off from the town, 
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Jaltungi pillars, courtyards and compounds ax described in our Bengali 
literature, Our literature describes a combination of Hindu and Indo- 
Saracenic art in the construction of towns and buildings, as а natural 
sequel to the composition of many literary works during Islamic role in 
Bengal. 
We loft Agra on Saturday, the 17th amd reached Brindaban the 
same evening. The whole journey from Howrah to Brindaban in spite. 
па! stoppages wis extremely tiresome. However, we reached 
Our stay in the place was for nearly six da; 
mweh as possible. within this 
On reaching the destination our dream was somewhat 
shaken regarding the idyllic land of Lord Krishna. The present 
Brindaban is в small town with narrow streets and tapes and closely 
packed buildings, ‘The town once stood on tha very bank of the 
tortoise-lnfested Jamuna but now the river has receded considerably 
from the town leaving only а sandy waste in the intervening space. 
Brindaban possesses somo fine temples, relics and associations 
(some genuine and rome spurious) in connection with the Vaishnava 
cult which deserve our clove attention, specially ax we are interested in 
Bengali literature which contains many references to Vaisnaviem, 
Regarding the topography of the place we should make it clear 
that the present town of Brindaban is situated in the region called 
Brajamandal which is about 84 crores in circumference, ‘The locality 
was under the Kings of Muthoramandal, Madhuban or Surawena 
country па it remains to-day ander the District Officer of the District 
of Mathura. Madhuban became famous in the Ramayana story as the 
place of Laban Daitys evidently a non-Aryan chief, who was defeated 
and killed by Rama's youngest brother, Satrughna, whose family hence- 
forth ruled the land fora long time. Мон of the buildings of the 
prosent town of Brindaban are bantly two hundred and fifty years old 


from the days of Sanatana Goswami who belonged to the middle of the 

101 century. Both tho towns of мынан E 
` (be same bank of the Jamuna and there is nothing to prove that 

рава osos tents ne rons vaca would have us believe. 

d do the west of the 

Mathora some foor miles 
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thero were two chiefe who lived side by sdo in Gokula. One of them 

was Nanda Ghosh (foster farher of Sree Krishna) and the other was 

Brikabhanu (father ef Sree Radba). Nanda Ghosh's plice was known 

ае Malaban while Brikabhanu’s place was koown a» Raul where Radha 
fter keeping baby Bree Krishna 

when stolen from the palace of Karun, 


himself at a place called after bim Nandagra b was about 22 
miles from Mathura. Meikibhaou also cl his place and settled 
within throe mila from Nanta’s new towa, Brikabhanu’ place 
was known as Mar Both Nandagram and Barshia are within 
Brajamandal and are situated along with Mathura on the right bank 
of the Jamuna and therefore on the same side, The Dun-zhat dit, 
Toll-collecting Ghat) associated with Krishna's sports with Найһа ona 
boat, is about 19 miles ro the west of the town of Brindaban whilst 
Mathura stands to it east and in this locality is situated the traditional 
hillock Gobardhan. Both the Dan-gbat on the Jamuna and the Gobar- 
dhan are over twenty-two miles from Mathura town. The whole 
region of Brajarmandal, as we were toll, is fall of pasture lands, and 
some parts of it, as seen by us, corroborate this fact. 

It is very difficult to reconcile the different theories regarding the 
topography of Brajamaodal and Matburamandal, Some scholars would 
say that the river originally flowed between the towns of Brindaban, 
and Mathura and now both occupy the samo bank owing to the Jamuna 
changing ite course, Uafortoaately there is nothing to substantiate 
ог corroborate it although there are some sigas of erosion aod plight 
changes in the course of the river. Some would resent oven the 
mame of Radia aw fictitious and of later introdoction. 2m 
айат lyrical titeratare depends on het existence nut 
‘but also physically to illustrate *' parakiyá * amours of 
Vive admitting that there was a Radha tbe Bongali ar 
UR E ere acd t Vae M {шга ay) 
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nuggestion. Then also falls through the consequent amours of Radha- 
Krishna on the Jumuns. To meet the situation, the Bengali Vainnavas 
of Hrindaban would invent a myth,—that it was done sapernaturally, 
and thereby tbe distance was covered. А parallelis is drawn with 
the opening and closing of petals ofa lotus. The closing of petal 
means shortening the distance and opening up means its lengthening. 
АЦ of courss was possible due to the divine and sportive nature of Sree 
Krishna. What comm ould we make on the ? 

The whole topography of the place as it now stands does mot 
support the amaurs of Radba and Kı 
place the whole scene in Gokuls which, as I have already said, lies to the 
сам of Mathura ou the other bank of the Jamuna about four miles off. 
Aooording to the lezend Nan la deserted Mahaban in Gokula and woot 
to live in Nandagram in Brajanandal followed by Bekabhiinu when 
Krishna was only a baby. Foc а more baby to bave taken part in the 
sports described by Bın gali Vaishnava poots isa manifest Impossibility, 
Besides, we koow Akrura, the messenger of kong Kamas, invited ond 
took with him Krishna aot Balarar fron Naa lagese and not from. 
Mahaban to Mathura to амев the * D'iinury jas" of Kapsi who was 
ultitnately killed by Sree Krishna. At the tims Akcura visited Nanda 
gram in Besjawandal Krishan ж ing lave to Radhs and other 
Gopis an} performing various feats to i^ brother cowboys. 
Bo the whole scans of the Krishna gend in connection with his lover 
making to Вада requires to be pl in Beajacuandal and wot in 
Gokula, considering the location of the place, unless we take the help 
of divine dispensation. То account for things, is it reasonable to dis- 
miss all the local identification of places and find out new ones to 
support the scenes of tbe Radba-Krishna legend ? 

The basa, of our own lyrical literature wholly depends on the 
reality of the amorous sports (Lila) of Radba and Krishna by the rite 
of and on the bosom of the river Jamuna. What will be the condition 
‘of Daakhanda an! Naukakbaada of Sree-Krishna-Kirtao attributed to 
one Chandidas and the lyrics of other poets if we do not admit their 
connection with these amours ? 

‘The town of Beindaban, as it stands to-day, очев it» origin to 
‘the efforts of Sanatana and other Bengali Vaisnava mints known 
as the Vaisnava Goswamis. How Sanatana built his fest templo 
Minds d the help of a merchant isa story even now 
on ‘everybody's at Brindaban. After this temple many others 
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followed, the chief of which are those of Govindaji and Gopinath 
Bosides these, there are hundreds of other tomples. Among 
them the temple of Salwji, the temple of Sethji, the temples of 
Bankutebari, Radha. Damodar, Syamsundar, Radbaballay, Radharaman, 
Gokulananda, Holkar's temple, Tarash temple, Lala Babu's temple, 
besides Tarskumar's. Adwaita-bat, Sringar-bat, Tentul. 
Jamuna Plin, Kaliya Daman, Brahu Nidhuban an 
pecial notice. Of the above, Madanimohan as we 
led by Som In this temple many 


















original images of Ма, are not to be found ax 
they were long ago taken away by the Raja of Karauli, The temple of 
th attributed to Madhu Pandit and associated with tho family 
ityanands is an important оре. ‘The temple of Govindaji, though 
built by the Raja of J Mengali association. It is a remarkably 
pecitaen of Hindu temple architecture. The temple of Radbareman 
seooiations with Gopal Bhatta Goswam The temple of Gokula- 
manda possesses the memory of Lokenath, "Bringar bat" has associ: 
tions with Nityananda, “Adwaita-bat” of Adwaita and "Теми u 
у» Dev. Under the shade of this 
lanya Ley used to sit doring bis brief visit to Brindaban, 
meditating about Lord Krishna and the place was once aituated over- 
looking the Jamuna. The temple of Kadha-Damodar beers teminin- 
couces of Jib Goswami; the Baukubehari temple of the Nimbacka sect 
and the Hadhaballav toraple of the Ballavi sect also deserve mention, 
‘The images in the temple built by the Tarash Zomindar family aro 
remarkable for their beauty, It may be mentioned here that alinost. 
all the images in various temples are remarkably handsome. The two 
templos of Sabaji and Sethji and specially that of Sethj? may bo sald to 
be the grandest in Brindaban. This temple of Sethji isa very fino 
specien of Hindu temple-building. Its type is Sowh-Indian and the 
South-Indinn priests prevail there. The temple ie attributed to Jagat 
Beth. ‘Though he was pot а боші Тойн himself it bears the stamp 
‘of that side as his Gura came from that part of India. This temple was 
built at an enormous cost and maintains a batch of 108 priests, "Ilio 
expenses of the temple are Б». 363 por diem. We bad the fortune to 
‘temple during its annual celebration. ‘The whole scone of the 

abd the procersicn waa indeed niajestie creating an atmosphere of 

the old da E ы nios etie ce pits E 





бо 











































“+ 


LN 


1937] А VISIT TO DRINDADAX a 


courtyard is conted wholly with gold and the people call it. erroneously 
“Sonar Тарас" (golden palin tree). Tus beight fe about twenty- 
two fest from the bave and looks very impressive, Episodes from 
Hindu mythology have been engraved on the stone walls all around and 
t gos are marvellouly executed. The presiding deity of the 
temple is of course Krishna named Manzanath. ‘The temple of Sahaji 
has one very special peculiarity. ‘The marble pillars supporting the 
roof are zigzag in appearance. Nowhere have we soen pillars of thin 
(уре. These i of their costly stonon ax 
well as by the expenses and workmanship entailed in their execution. 

А fow remarks may now be made as regarde the Vaisnava theology 
and the position of the Bengali Vaisnavas in Brindabao. The Bengali 
Vuisnnvas belong to that group of the Vaisnavas known a» the Gaudiya 
Vuisnavas. ‘Tho originator of this group was Chaitanya Dev himself, 
As is жой known at first the God Vishnu was worshipped by the Vais- 
navas ox the very name of the sect indicates. "Then the ideaof*'Avatar'" 
ûr incarnation came to the foreground and wo we get first Hama an a 
part incarnation and then Krishna as full incarnation of Vishnu among 
many of his incarnations, to save the world from the hands of the non- 
U-hoving sinners, Last of all came Chaitanya Dev whom his followers 
believe to have been an incarnation of Sree Krishna (not of Vishnu). 
Apart from the worshippers of Vishnu and Rama those of Sree Krishna 
und Chaitanya Dov require our close investigation. Among the varioue 
qualities of God the two which bave attracted the greatest. attention 
of the devotees are the ^ Alewaryya," "Guna" and *'Madhuryya Faso." 
‘The non-Bengali people of India seei to bave been captivated with the 
former quality of God, while the Bengalis with the latter. Thus we 
find in the Up.country the Rama cult has more votaries than that of 
Krishna cult, "Aiworyya"" connotes power and fortune while Madhu- 
тууа" means love. Krishna of course possesses there two qualities іш 
dim. The non-Bengalis seem to have more liking for the "Aiswaryya" 
quility of Krishna aod so they revel in hie exploits in Mathura, 
Dwarka and in the internecine struggle of the Kouravas and the 
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lock to worship her on certain days as they do mot like to miss her 
favour io worldly affaire. Even when we consider this Madhuryya 
quality we find that there are two views in its connection, Some 


















uphold “Swa view and rome **Tarskiya" and “Madhura Rasa" 
being the greatest quality of God, according to some Vaisnavas, it сөп. 
pot be cultivated adequately by а man with his own wife (Swakiya), 


This lovemaking should be done with “Parakiya™ which involves 
gteat risk merifice. Chaitanya Dev held the Ра) kiya view. The 
Майды sect to whieh Һе belonged was originally а South-Indian sect. 
His connection with this sect a well ax his liking for Ramenanda of 
Decean Ih whom Һе bad a famous conversation about the 
Madhura Rasa” seem to have some influence over Chaitanya Dev in 
establishing the **Parakiya"" theory among his followers. Henceforth 
his followers of Bengal were known ax the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, 
‘The chi«f temple of the Sengalî Vaisnavas at Brindaban ne refer- 
ted to before is that of Madanmohan. The Bengalis seem to bave 
forgotten Madbabendra Puri who first found the image of Gopal at 
Brindaban locality and to whose rect (Maddli) Chaitanya Dev himself 
belonged. They only remember Chaitanya and his followers. In 
every Bengali temple the deified image of Chaitanya in to be found 
While in most cares we shall miss the same in nov-Hengali temples. 
Now as everybody knows among the three centres of the Bengali Vai- 
snavas—Navedwip, Puri and Drindaban—Navedwip is more amo 
ciated with the вате of Chaitanya Dev though Pori saw him ax a 
Jiving God doring the latter part of bis life, while Brindaban wan only 
Casually visited by hi. So, however much importance Chaitanya 
Dev himself attributed to Brindaban, bie followers were retired with 
Dis personality and did wot think moeh of that place, Tbe importance 
which the Gaudiya Vaisnavas attaches to the place ı« more io wonnce- 
Mion with Chaitanya Dev and hie followers, expecially the Goswatnis, 
than with the Radha Krishna legend. 

To the ideslists of "Parakiya" the introduction of Radha was 
erential, She was not the wife of Krishna in ber earthly relationship 
and the love-adventures of the two, eie., Radha and Krishna are ilus- 
Arative of the “Parakiya"” theory of the Bengali Vaienavar. There in 
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say many things about the two, even of their previous amours in heaven. 
It і» peculiar in the Bengali poetical work Krishna-Kirtan, that thie 
Chendravali has been identified with Redha while no other Bengali 
work ond Bengali convention support this view. At Brindaban no trace 
of Chandravali has been found, but we find Madha in every 
templo. “Radhi in the term which is on the lips of everybody at 
Brindaban. 

Го the Vairnavas of other provinces the injonction of the «ix 
Goawamis have little value. Even а rect of the modern Voisnavas of 
Bengal bave disclaimed the int lity of the Сонаті. They are 
the present **Gaudi "" people of Bengal, They arm now ‘ning 
ta have a stable footing at Віват in pite of the somew! 
unfriendly attitude of the Gandiya Vaiene The extreme wing PA 
the Purahiya preachers sre the Botajiyse, T scented в considerable 
number of them at thi» place but have not been able fo know much 
of them for obvious difficultien, 

Regarded as а centre of Vi culture and learning the place Ix 
not very progressive. However, the Bhakti- Vidyalaya founded ander the 
auapicen of the Gaudiya Vaisna: ing коте good to the Vajrnnva 
public. But ita shortness of funds and lack of publie sympathy made us 
have misgivings regarding Ик future. The school is run mainly through 
tho energetic efforts of Sreejot Kaminikumar Ghosh and his worthy on 
Dr. Gaurapada Ghosh (both residents of Brindaben) who deserve our 
unstinted praise. We visited this school and found (о ovr satisfa tion 
that the authoritien have opened already two department», ove for Vya- 
karan (Grammar) and another for Darran (Philosophy, Of course 
both are taught on Vaisnava lines, The Harinamamrita Vyskeran and 
‘Hori Bhakti-Bilas are the two books of tbis reboot read by pupils. We 
attended one Kirtan party organised. house of Sreejuts Nitai Da 
and Brindoban Das. Nitai Das is ably editing the Chaitanya Charita- 
mrita of Krishna Das Kaviraj which he showed to ox We couM mot 
visit very many parties of Kirtan at the place and so are bardly com. 
petent to give any opinion aboot them. 

Tn every speaker at Brindaban we found great ertbosiaem in 

[plaining the vectarinn dogmas to strangers, offen embellished by 
rnatural clemerts. То these stories wonderful dream figured most 
tes talked. Be that as it may, my tour with the stodente 
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were rather hazy. Besides, the references in our own literature made 
о» compare them by а visit to the place for clearing certain probleme 
(гош our firet-band knowledge. In more sense than one oar visit to 
Ше place was в success and for this we are grateful to our present 
Vice-Chancellor. we had our dissppoirtmenta too. People who 
соте to Brindaban to see holy places visit the whole of. 1 andal- 
In the open fields they bave to live in tents and shift from place to 
place. But it requires time and money, of both of which we bad very 
lie, Under the circumstances we bad perforce to remain satisfied. by 
Visiting the main temples of the town of Brindaban and leaving the 
Arcadian country of Broja associated with the hallowed name of 
Нада Krishna for a future batel to visit, 

We went to Mathura оп a flying visit on Wednesday, tbe 21st 
October only for а day. What we saw there did not impress ue much. 
We could visit only а few important temples and ghats, The 
Matbura's speciality, Unlike Brindaban the town of Mathurs faces 
һе river Jamuna and the whole length of it is studded with (ine ghats. 
Here also the Jamvna is foll of islets and the railway bridge ix doing 
much harm to it, Among the temples visited by we were those of 
Dwarkanatb, Kubjsnatb, Karpsamardan, Kalbbairab, Dhruba, Bali 
and Saptarsi and among tbe ghats, those of Misram Ghat and 
Dhrubs Gbat. At Bisram Ghat we witnessed that very interesting 
ceromony the "' of the Jamuna. For want of time some of ne 
could not visit Tihutewar Mabades* and Radha Kund (22 miles from 
Mathura). Near the latter, Krishwadas Kaviraj wrote his immortal 
Chaitanya Charitamrita, The Dan-ghat is also situated ая we bave said 
before, in this locality, ‘The chief temple with rome air of grandeur 















































‘of Hindu architecture. We regret we could not study carefully 
the specimens at the Mathura Muoicipal Moreom, The Gaudiya 
theology Ins failed to strike any deep root af Mathura, Tho 
Gaudiya Valsbnaras have very Hii 
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little “Madhura asa" in it, a» Krishna in "Alewaryya" is being 
shown all over the town. Thus in place of Radha, Kubja and 
Rukmini боге prominently, and in two places, eiz., Kubjwpath and 
Dhroba.tilà Vishnu with four armes with Sankha, Chakra, Gadi and 
Padma figures and not Krishna with bis Aute. From what T have soea 
in Brindaban-Mnibura locality may I cormive that after the demise of 
Chaitanya Dev at Puri, the Goswamis found it hard to bold ground in. 
favour of their own theology and »o being disappointed sent back their 
valuable literary productions to Bengal—their own land—for preserva- 
tion ? They were not fat wrong in their apprehensio& as we can 
коена from the present condition of Lirindaban. 
d to securo some old Vaishnava menus 
Cripts but unfortunately could secure nete. We heard valuable Vaish- 
nava manuscripta may be found in the temple of Rulba-D«modat 
(place of Jiv Goswami) which is now in the hands of a Receiver. Бо 
they are difficult to procure but we Боре our University will try some 
duy to possess them for the banens of Vaishnava scholars of Bengal. 
In this connection I would like to point oot that doubts may lurk 
in tho minds of some regarding the utility of sonding students of thìs 
Department ont«ide Морда! and not confine tbeir educational activities 
within the bounds of this province. ‘The condition of Bengali language 
‘and literature does not warrant such doubts, Such excursions outside 
Bengal besides broadening tbe outlook help in the proper understand- 
ing of mony references and allusions that our Iiierature contains, Ot 
coursa attention should more be confined to placos and regions within 
Bengal for this purpose. 





















